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TO THE 


READER 


HE Reverend Mr. James Hzxver, be- 

ing now dead, yet ſpeaketh to us in his 

valuable writings. Writings, which, for impor- 

tance of ſubject, weight of argument, ſublimity 

of thought, juſtneſs of ſentiment, and elegance 

of diction, are equall'd by few, and excell'd by 
none. 


His ſtrain is truly evangelical; his wels in- 

viting, entertaining, and edifying; calculated both 
to profit and to pleaſe; and a ſpirit of meek- 
neſs, candour and modeſty breathes thro', and 
beautifies the whole. 


His favourite topic is the Righteouſneſs and 
Atonement of the REDEEMER. On this 


expatiates with inexpreſſible ſatisfaction, and 


dwells with raptorous delight. By this he 
touches the fineſt movements of the ſoul, and 
* ſtrikes all the inmoſt ſprings of action, with 
the moſt perſuaſive, the moſt commanding e- 
* nergy,” and ſweetly conſtrains to the obedi- 
ence of love. 

He ranſacts the manſions of the dead, turns 
the grave into a pulpit, and makes putrefaction 


and mortality preach leſſons to the living. 
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He ſurveys, with Newtonian exactneſs, the dar- 
ry expanſe, and the countleſs radiant worlds 
that roll in the nocturnal ſky; from theſe he in- 
veſtigates the glory and perfections of the crea- 
ting and ſuſtaining GO D; and from theſe he 
enhances the wonders of Redeeming Love. He 
mounts the believer on the ſummit of creation, 
as upon a ſtupendous eminence, to enlarge his 
proſpect, and exalt his conceptions of the majeſ- 
ty and glory of that GOD, who * redeem- 
* ed his church with his own blood.“ When i- 
magination itſelf, with all the aſſiſtance of ſci- 
ence, 1s loſt in the immenſity and awfu] gran- 
deur of the works of Nature; Immediately he 
contracts the univerſe into a ſpan, and the enor- 
mous orbs into fleeting atoms, or the {mall duſt 
that remains in the balance, when the works of 
Redemption are brought in view. 

Thus, he unites the moſt improved Philoſo- 
ſopher with the ſound Believer; and makes 
reaſon and Nature, ſubſervient to faith and Re- 
velation. Whilſt he allows reaſon its freeſt in- 
quiry and fulleſt ſcope, he gives up with none 
of the peculiarities of the Goſpel; but holds 
forth, with the cleareſt light, and in various 
points of view, theſe truths wherein the offence 
of the Croſs conſiſts. 


The public are preſented, in this volume, with 
five of thisexcellent Author's Sermons; being all 


of them that ever were publiſhed, They are * 
| 4 


— 1 — — 


To the READ ER. 
ced according to the order of time in which they 
were delivered. The firſt of them, [The Mi- 
niſtry of Reconciliation] is a poſthumous piece 3 
but was tranſcribed by Mr. Hervey himſelf from 
his ſhori-hand copy; a few years after, he re- 


viſed it, with a view of its being publiſhed, and 


from that copy it is now printed. 'To theſe 
Sermons we have added, three ſhort, but preci- 
ous Tracts of the fame Author. They will 
be an inducement to peruſe the whole of his 
works, and ſerve for a ſample to thoſe, who 


cannot eaſily procure them. And, laſt of all, 


we have inſerted his Remarks on Lord Poling— 
broke's Letters on the Study and Uſe of Hiſtory; 
in which the judicious reader will diſcover, the 
modeſt ſcholar, the maſterly critic, the able diſ- 
putant, and the pious Chriſtian. 


To the whole is prefix'd, the Life of the 
Author, (collected from the different accounts) 
in which the Chriſtian virtues are eminently ex- 
emplified. This, we hope, will be very accep- 
table to the reader. 

May theſe heavenly doctrines, and precious 
truths, which flow'd in ſuch copious gladdening 
ſtreams from his lips and pen, be tranſmitted 
pure and unadulterated to the lateſt poſterity ; 


2 and may that divine Spirit, which gave them 


their proper energy and influence upon his heart 
and life, eycr accompany them to remoteſt 
ages, | 
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Pr. Stonhouſe came to him about Three hours before 
he expired à Mr. Hervey urged ſtrongly and affectionate- 
Jy to the Doctor the importance and care of his everlaſt- 
ing concerns, as here is no abiding place, and intreated 
him not to be overcharged with the cares of this liſe; 


but to attend, amidſt the an of his F to the 
„one thing needſul.“ 


Which done, the pooreſt can no wants endure; 
e And which not done, the richeſt muſt be poor.“ 


The Doctor ſeeing the great difficulty and pain with 
which he ſpoke (for he was almoſt ſuffocated with phlegm 
and ſtequent vomitings) and finding by his pulſe that the 
pangs of death were then. coming on, deſired that he 


would ſpare.himſelf, _ No, ſays he, Doctor, no. You 


tell me I have but a few moments to live, Oh! let me 
© ſpend them in adoring our great Redeemer, Though 
ve my fleſh and my heart fail me, yet God is the ſtrength 


' «© of my heart, and my portion for ever.“ He then ex- 


patiated in the moſt ſtriking manner upon theſe words of 


St, Paul, 1 Cox, iii, 22, 23. © All things are yours, liſe 


& and death: for ye are Chriſt's.” Here, ſays, he, is the 


c treaſure of a Chriſtian, Death is reckoned amongſt this 


inventory, —and a noble treaſure it is. How thankful 
c am I for death, as it is the paſſage through which 1 paſs 
« to the Lord and giver of eternal life, and as it frees me 
© from all this miſery you now ſee me endure, and which 
* am willing parigntly to endure as long as God 
v thinks fit; for I know he will by and by, in his 
* own good time, diſmiſs me from the body, Theſe light 
© afflitions are but for a moment, and then comes an eter- 
© nal weight of glory. Oh! welcome, welcome death; 
thou mayſt well be reckoned among the treaſures of the 
© Chriſtian, — © To live is Chriſt, but to die is gain,” 
As the Doctor was taking his final leave of him, Mr, 

Hervey expreſſed great gratitude for his viſits, though it 


had been long out of the power of medicines to cure him. 
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He then pauſed a little, and with great ſerenity and ſweet- 
neſs in his countenance, though the pangs of death were 
then upon him, he raiſed a little in his chair, repeated 
thoſe words, © Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart 
te in peace, according to thy moſt holy and comfortable 
« word, for mine eyes have feen thy precious ſalvation.” 
Here, Doctor, is my cordial: what are all the cordials 
* piven to ſupport the dying, in compariſon of that which 
© ariſes from the promiſes of ſalvation by Chriſt ? This, 
© this ſupports me.” About three o'clock he faid, The 
great conflict is over, —Now all is done.“ After which 
he ſcarce ſpoke any other word intelligibly, except now 
and then, precious & alvation. 

During the laſt hour he faid nothing, but leaned his 
head againſt the fide of an eaſy-chair, and without a ſigh, 
groan, ſtruggle, or the leaſt emotion in the world, he ſhut 
his eyes, and died between four and five in the afternoon, 
on Chriſtmas Day 1758, in the forty-fefth year of his age. 

When his body was conveyed to church, it was car- 
ried by his expreſs deſire with the poor's pall, and 
he was buried under the middle of the communion: table 
in the Chancel of Weſton- Favell church, on Friday Dee. 
2$th, in the preſence of a numerous congregation, full of 
regrete for the loſs of ſo excellent a paſtor. His funeral 
was indeed a moſt awful and very affecting ſight— Mr. 
Maddock his Curate; who burixd him, was himſelf in tears, 
—ſome were wringing their hands, others ſobbing ; many 
were ſilently weeping, but all were inwardly and mw 
grieved, as their looks ſufficiently teſtified, 


It may truly be faid of him, that ſew lives have ever 


been more heavenly. —Few deaths have ever been more 
triumphant.—He died in the Lord, and is now at reſt 3 
where even the wicked ceaſe from troubling ; his name 
is recorded in the annals of eternity, and the honours 
conferred on him by Chriſt will for ever continue bloom» 


ing and incorruptible in the world of Glory. — 
His 
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His Character, both in his publie and private capacity, 
was of the moſt exemplary kind. 

As 2 miniſter, he performed all the duties of that office 
with the greateſt ſtrictneſs. In the pulpit he was earneſt 
and fervent, and ſhewed that he felt the efficacy of what he 
preached, Nor did he think ii ſufficient to preach on 
Sabbaths only, but ſet up a weekly lecture every Wednef- 
day evening at Weſton-Favell church“. The laſt two 
or three years of his life he could ſcarce do any thing more 
that preach once on the Sabbath, when people from many 
miles around flocked to hear him. His Wedneſday even- 


ing Lecture at ſeven he diſcontinued for the laſt year. He 


had not been f able for ſome time to preach at Colling- 
tree, or to viſit his pariſhioners at their own houſes, as 
his cuſtom had been; but he encouraged them to come to 
him, and to converſe freely upon the ſubjects relating to 
their eternal intereſts, and on ſuch occafions he would 
ſpeak with a force and propriety peculiar to himſelf, - 

He always preached without notes, except on ſome very 


particular occaſions; but his method was judicious, clear, 


and not encumbered with too many ſubdiviſions. His 
weakneſs rendering him for ſeveral months before his 
death incapable of ſpeaking to his congregation as uſual, 
he ſhortened his diſcourſes, and took a molt uſeful method 
of inculcating his inſtructions; for after he had expound- 
ed his text, and divided his ſermon into two heads (rarely 
into more, and never exceeding three) he would ſpeak 

C 2 | briefly, 


® This lecture was held during the winter half year at ſeven, as it 
did not then interfere with the work of the labouring people; and he 
illuminated the church out of his own pocket, not chuſing to put 
the pariſh to any additional expence, 

+ Mr. Hervey never had any preferment given him; nor ever ſol- 
licited for any 3 but continued a Curate till his father's death 1 in May 
$752; When he took poſſeſſion of the two family livings, which 
{being within five meaſured miles of each other) Mr, Hervey and his 


Curate uſed to attend alternately, till his ill hralth confines him ca- 
Grely to Weſton · Favell. 
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briefly, and at the concluſion of each head inforce what he 
had ſaid, by a pertinent text of ſcripture, deſiring his con- 
gregation (which was generally very numerous) to. turn 
to their Bibles, and double down that text. * Now, added 
* he, my dear brethren, if you forget my ſermon, you can- 
c not forget God's word in this text, unleſs you wilfully 
* throw your Bibles aſide. Shew theſe io your children, 
* or the abſent part of your family when you return home.” 


Then he gave a ſtriking exhortation, and at the end of it 


another text for them to double down, ſo that he had al- 
ways three texts; in order to their finding of which, he 
pauſed in the pulpit two or three minutes, 

He endeavoured as much as poſſible to diveſt himſelf in 
his pnblick diſcourſes of his uſual elegance of ſtile, and to 
adapt his language to the loweſt capacity. In this he ſol- 
lowed the example of Luther, who in his table-talk ſays, 


« If in my preaching I were to pay a regard to Philip Me- 


lancthon and other learned divines, then I ſhould do lit- 
* tle. good. I preach in the plaineſt manner to the illite- 
c rate, and that gives content to all.“ | 


His method of catechiſing children in church, nd of 
ſpeaking to them in private, was very engaging and uſeful, 
He would aſk not only ſuch queſtions as were ſuitable to 
the words of the Catechiſm, but alſo ſuch as would ſtrike 
at the capital vices of his pariſhioners, yet without giving 
perſonal offence. 

Some of his pariſhioners having lain in bed on the Sab- 
bath morning longer than he approved—and others hav- 
ing been buſy in foddering their cattle when he was coming 
to church, and ſeveral having frequented the ale-houſe, 
he thus catechiſed one of the children before the congre- 
gation : Repeat me the ſourth commandment, Now, 


little man, do you underſtand the meaning of this com- 
mandment ? —Yes, Sir, — Then, if you do, you will be a- 
able to anſwer me theſe queſtions. —Do thoſe keep holy 


the Sabbath-day, who lie in bed till eight or nine o'clock 
in 
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in the morning, inſtead of riſing to ſay their prayers and 
read the Bible? No, Sir. Do theſe keep the Sabbath who 
fodder their cattle, when other people are going to church? 
No, Sir.-Does God Almighty bleſs ſuch people as go to 
ale-houſes, and don't mind the inſtructions of their mini- 


: ſter ? No, Sir. Don't thoſe who love God read the Bible 


to their families, particularly on Sabbath evening, an4 
have prayers every morning and night in their houſes ? 
Yes, Sir,— 5 ; 

He breakfaſted at nine, and about cight he called his 
family together, and required cach of his ſervants to re- 
peat by heart the text which he had explained the preced- 
ing evening, and then he would recapitulate his expoſition ; 
by which method both his text and commentary were im- 
printed on their memories: after this he had prayers. 

In the afternoon, when he was called down to tea, he 
uſed to bring his Hebrew Bible or Greek Teſtament with 
him, and would ſpeak either upon one or more verſes, as 
occaſion offered, And in the ſummer ſeaſon he would now 
and then drink tea, when his health would permit. hin, 
with ſome of his moſt ſerious pariſhioners; and then five 
or ſix of the neighbours were invited; and Mr, Hervey's 
converſation was remarkably affecting, as he had a happy 
talent at ſpiritualizing almoſt every incident; and was na- 
turally of a moſt obliging and chearful diſpoſition, 


In the exerciſe of his charity he choſe to clothe the poor 
rather than to give them money; and he would get fome 
judicious perſon to buy linen, coarſe cloth, ſtockings, 
ſhoes, & c. for them at the beſt hand; alledging that the 
poor could not purchaſe on ſuch good terms what they 
wanted at the little ſhops, and with {mall ſums of money. 
* I am, ſaid he, God's ſteward for the poor, and I muſt 
* huſband the little pittance I have to beſtow vpon them, 
and make it go as far as poſſible.” But when money 
would be really ſerviceable to a family, 2s to a prudent 


houle-keeper, diſtreſſed by ſickneſs or misſortunes, he 


woald 
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would give five, or more, guineas at a time; taking care 
that it ſhould not be known whence the money came. He 
was particularly deſirous of getting the advice of a phyſi - 
cian (or at leaſt of ſome judicious apothecary) for the ſick 
poor; and was ever ready to procure them the very beſt 
medicines, He would frequently petition ſuch phyſicians 
of his acquaintance in different parts of the kingdom, as 
he apprehended to be charitably diſpoſed, to give their ad- 
vice occaſionally, when they rode through a town, to 
fuch poor creatures, as the clergyman of the place, or 
fome ſubllantial inhabitant, ſhould recommend, as real 
objects of compaſſion. He greatly diſproved of tie cler · 
BY 's attempting to give medicines to their pariſhioners ; as 
he thought it impoſlible for them to do it with the requi- 
lite judgment. Let my brethren, he would ſay, give them 
* wine, bread, or beer, and get good ſpoon-meats made for 
them; but medicines are of ioo important a nature to 
© be given indiſcriminately. He obſerved, that by his own 


method the ſick poor had the very beſt medicines, as the 


pbylician ſaw them himſelf, and bought them very cheap; 
becauſe the apothecary knowing they were for charitable 
uſes charged the phyſician no more than prime coſt, with 
ſome little allowance merely for his trouble in compounding 


them: and as the phyſician knew what diſeaſes were cur- 


able, there was no walte of medicine in fruitleſs attempts 
to cure caſes, whick, though actually incurable, perſons of 
leſs judgment could not pronounce to be ſo, 
| He gave away a great number of good beoks, with 
ſaitable inſtructions for their uſe, and eſpecially Bibles. 
In the blank leaf he frequently wrote ſomething ſtriking, 
or elſe ſtuck in a printed paper, relating to the promiſes of 
God in and through Jeſus Chriſt. 

His income was but ſmall, and it may be wondered 
how he managed it ſo well as to have ſuch large ſums to 
ſpare for charitable uſes. He ſold the copy of his Medi- 


tations after it had paſſed through ſeveral editions; way 
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fale of the copy, and the profits of the former impreſſions, 
amounted to about 700 l. all which he gave away in cha- 
city. He made of it a bank for the poor. This, ſaid 
© he, I have devoted to God. I will on no account apply 


dit to any worldly ufes. I write not for profit or for fame, 


© but to ſerve the cauſe of God; and as he has bleſt my 
attempt, I think myſelf bound to relieve the diſtreſſes 
* of my fellow creatures with the profit that comes from 
© this quarter,” He has likewiſe Jeft all the future profits 
of his works to ſome of the charitable uſes above ſpeciſied. 

In any expence relating to himſelf, he was extremely 
frugal, that he might be liberal to others; and it was al- 
ways his deſire to die juſt even with the world, , will be 


my own executor,” ſaid he. And, as he died on Chriſt- 


mas Day, his fund expired almoſt with his life. What lit- 
tle remained, he deſired might be given in warm cloathing 
to the poor in that ſevere ſeaſon. 


| To the inftances of his charity we may properly add 
an incident which affords a very ſtrong proof not only of 
the benevolence of his heart, but of his regard to prac- 
tical religion and to the doing of every good work with- 
in his power, 7 . 

A day or two before his death, when he was reduced 
to ſuch extreme weakneſs as to be unable to read, and 
could with difficulty fpeak, a little account being fertled 
with him by a friend on the ballance of which he received 
18s. looking on the money with preat indifference, he 
expreſs d himſelf to this effect; I would gladly diſpoſe 
« of this {mall ſum in ſuch a manner as may do the moſt 
* good; It is the only act which I now am, and probably 
* the laſt that I ſhall, be able to perform, Give your- 
« yourlelf the trouble of looking amongſt theſe books, 
and ye will find Mr. Richard's pamphlet, at the letter 
end of which are, I remember, ſome 4int; concerning 
« tbe means of promoting Religion in ourſelves or others, 
** which (even with ſome additions and improvements 

| * which 
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« which you might eaſily make) will not fill more than 
* aſhect of paper; and if ſtuck. up or framed, might be 
« particularly uſeſul in that form; let then ſuch a number 
« of them be printed and given away as this money wil! 
4, admit of.“ His orders were properly executed, and the 
evidences of ſuch an angelic temper were equally matter 
edification and comfort to his friends, as this charitable 
legacy (if we may fo call it ) will be to all who receive 
and rightly, uſe it, 


This incident, 'tis to be hoped; will be "candidly con- 
{idered by thoſe who draw ſuch inferences from his favou- 
rite doctrine, and ſtrong expreſſions, of the all-ſufhcient 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as his whole life did in the moſt 
exemplary manner conſute. No man had ever a greater 
diſregard for money, which he eſtcem'd unworthy of his 
Notice upon any other account, than as it furniſhed him 
with the means of doing.good. Surely we may here bor- 
row. the ſentiment and expreſſion of our celebrated poet, 
and juſtly conclude, that, 

« He felt his ruling paſſion ſtrong in death.“ 


In learning he was inferior to few. Greek was almoſt 
as familiar to him as his native language. He was a 
great maſter of the claſſics; and in the younger part of 
his life had written ſome verſes, which ſhewed no con- 
temptible genius for poetry. He had a critical knowledge 
of the Hebrew tongue, and delighted in it. 


With reſpect to his private capacity, he was never 
known to be in a paſſion. No worldly concerns (tho' he 
ſometimes met with very trying ones) ever affected him. 
His humility rendered him. invulnerable. — When he was 
miſrepreſented and calumniated, he would ſay, Our ene- 
mies are ſometimes our beſt friends, and tell us truths; 
and then we ſhould amend our faults, and be thankful 
for ſuch information : and if what they ſay be not true, 
and only ſpoke through malice, then ſuch perſons are to 


[F de conſidered as diſeaſed in their minds, and that he 
VE © would 
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OF THE LATE REVEREND 


Ma. JAMES HERVEY. 


HE Rev. Mr. James HER VEV was born on Friday 

the 26th of Feb. 1713-14, at Hardingſtone, a coun- 

try village, one mile from Northampton; his father being 
then miniſter of the pariſh of Collingtree, within two miles 
of Hardingſtone, His mother taught him to read. When 
he was ſeven years of age he was ſent as a day-ſcholar to 
the free-grammar-ſchool at Northampton, where he learn- 
ed Latin and Greek ; but his progreſs was retarded by his 
ſchool-maſter, who would not ſuffer any ſcholar to learn 
ſaſter than his own ſon. At ſchool he ſhewed a remark- 
able dexterity at all the innocent games uſual among 
children. At the age of ſeventeen he was entered of Lin- 
coln College, Oxford, under Mr. Hutchins, now Rector 
of that College, The firſt two or three years he gave 
little application to his ſtudies ; but in 1733, contracting 
an acquaintance with ſome perſons, who began to be di- 
ſtinguiſhed by their ſerious impreſſions of Religion, he be- 
came more attached both to piety and learning. He made 
himſelf maſter of Reil, Anatomy, Derham's Phyſico-Theo- 
4g) and Aſtro-Theology, and Spectacle de la Nature ; 
which laſt he read with peculiar ſatisfaction; nor was he 
B leis 
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leſs delighted by Sperce's Eſſay on Pope's Cdeſſey ; to 


which he often acknowledged that he owed more of his 


improvement in ſtile and compoſition, than to any other. 


Whilſt he was at Lincoln-College he had a ſmall exhi- 
bition of about 201. a- year; and when he was ordained, 
his father preſt him very much to take ſome Curacy, in 
or near Oxford, and to hold his exhibition; but this he 
would by no means comply with, thinking it an injuſtice 
to detain it, after he was in orders, from another perſon, 
who might more want the benefit of that proviſion. He 
was determined againſt being a Pluraliſt; and notwith- 
ſtanding his father kept him at Oxford, with a deſign 
that he ſhould take his degree of Maſter of Arts, and con- 
ſtantly urged him to do it, yet he could not be perſuad- 


ed to yield to ſach a r-queſt, though he was of a ſufficient | 


ſtanding; looking upon that ſtep as a qualification intend- 
ed for his future holding both his father's livings. He 
took only the degree of Batchelor of Arts at Oxford. 


When he left that place in 1736, he went to his fa- 
ther, and was his Curate; and afterwards he went to 
London, where he ſtaid ſome time. He then was Curate 
at Dummer, where he continued about twelve months ; 
and upou his leaving that Curacy, in the year 1738, he 
was invited to Stoke-Abbey, in Devonſhire, the ſeat of 
the late Paul Orchard, eſq; who valued him very much 
for his unaffected piety. When his eldeſt ſon, the pre- 
ſent Paul Orchard, eſq; to whom the ſecond volume of 
Mr. Hervey's Meditations is dedicated, was to be baptiz- 
ed, he inſiſted that Mr. Hervey ſhould be one of his God- 
fathers, that he might have an eye to his Chriſtian edu- 
cation; and this he did in preference to many gentlemen 
of large eſtates in that neighbourhood, who would have 
thought themſelves honoured to have ſtood ſponſors for 
Mr. Orchard's ſon. 


In the year 1749, he undertook the Curacy of Bidde- 
| ford 
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| Ma. JAMES HERVEY. Vi} 
ford, fourteen miles from Stoke-Abbey, where he lived 
greatly beloved by his people; his congregation was 
large, though his (ſtipend was ſmall; his friends, there- 
fore, made a collection yearly for him, which raiſed his 
income to 601. per ann. At Biddeford he was Curate 
about two years and a half, and remained fo until there 
was 2 new Rector of that church (his Rector being dead) 
who diſmiſt Mr. Hervey from his Curacy, againſt the u- 
nited requeſts of his pariſhioners, who offered to main- 
tain him at their own expence, During the time that he 
lived in the Weſt he planned his Meditations, and pro- 
bably wrote ſome part of them, He ſays in his firſt vo- 
lume of Meditations, That it was in a ride to Kilhamp. 
ton, in Cornwall, that he went into the church, where 
he lays the ſcene of his Meditations among the Tombs, 

In Augult 1743, or thercabouts, he returned from Bid- 


deford to Weſton-Favell, and officiated as Curate to his 
ſather. 


The firſt of his v ritings which raiſed the attention of 
the publick, was his Meditations, publiſhed in Feb, 174+ 
6. This performance being well received by the publick, 
a ſecond volume, containing Contemplations on the Night 
and Starry Heavens, and A Winter Piece, came abroad in 
December 1747. 

In June, 1750, his health being much impaired by his 
great attention to duty, and his friends judging that the 
change of air might be of benefit to him they formed a 
deſign, which they executed, of conveying him to Lon- 
don, under a pretence of his riding a few miles in a 
friend's poſt-chaiſe, who was going thither. He ſaid in 
London from June 1750, until April or May, 17;2; dur- _ 
ing which time he was viſited with a ſevere ſichneſs, which 
had well nigh put a period to his painful life; but he re- 
covered, and, upon his father's death, in May, 1752, ke 
returned to Weſton, and ſucceeded him in the family Jiv- 
ings of Weſton Favell, worth about 100 l. and of Col- 
lingtree, about 5 miles from it, worth about gol. a- year. For 
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ſome time he remained determined to have Weſton-Favell 
only, and this he frequently declared to his family and 
friends, and refuſed to accept of Collingtree, or to quali- 
y himſelf for it; inſomuch, that it was in danger ot lap- 
ſing to the Biſhop; but at length, through the earneſt and 
| conſtant intreaties of his family, and of his ſriends, who, 
j ' Unknown to him, had ſent to, and procured from, Ox- 
0 ſord, the neceſſary certificates of his being a Batchelor of 
Arts, in order to his taking his Maſter's Degree at Clare- 
hall, Cambridge, he was, after much importunity, pre- 
vailed on to comply with their requeſt: and when he 
waited upon Dr, Thomas, the then biſhop of Peterbo- 
rough, for inſtitution to Collingtree, which was near ſix 
month aſter he had been inducted into Weſton, he faid 
to him; © I ſuppoſe your Lordſhip will be ſurpriſed to ſee 
« James Hervey come to deſire your Lordſhip to permit 


„ fy the repeated Glicirations of my mother and my lſter, 
and not to pleaſe myſelf,” 

In November 1752, he printed his Remarks en Lord 
B-lingbreke's Letters on the Siudy and Uſe of Hiſtory ; 
which were not written with a deſign to be publiſhed. 

The year following, he publiſhed, for the benefit of a 
poor diſeaſed child, a ſermon preached at the Viſitation of 

Dr. Brown, Archdeacon of Northampton, under the title 
of The Croſs of Chriſt the Chriſtian's Glory, He had 
preached before this another ſermon at the ſame church 
which he had been ſolicited to print, but could not then 
be prevailed upon to do it; but fince his death it has 


ciliation, &c. 
His Theron and Aſpaſio was publiſhed in January 175 5. 
Some paſſages in this valuable performance gave offence to 
ſeveral who were attached, in general, to the Author's 
own favourite ſyſtem of Calviniſm : The Arminian; 


too objected to that work: and Mr, Welly in N 
wit 


him to be a Pluraliſt; but I aſſure you, I do it to ſatis- 


been publiſhed, under the title of The Miniſtry of Recon- 
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vell with ſome others, wrote againſt it. Mr. Hervey's own 
ind defence of Theron and Aſpaſio, againſt the objections of 
ali | Mr. Weſly was tranſmitted fair for the preſs from his 
ap- > ſhort.hand copy within a ſew pages i and would have been 
ind publiſhed in a volume of the ſame ſize with Theron and 
ho, | Aſpaſto, had he lived a few weeks longer. This Manu- 
Xx {3 ſcript is now in the poſeſſion of his brother Mr. William 
rof | Hervey Wine Merchant in Miles's-Lane, London, and 


In Auguſt 1757, Mr, Hervey obliged the publick with 
the ſubſtance of three Sermons preached by him on the 


re- | is much to be wiſh'd that he would publiſh it. 
! 
late public Faſt-Days. 


{ix ; His labours, both in his miniſterial office and in his ſtu- 
aid : dy, were purſued by him as long as poſſible, under the diſ- 
ſee | advantage of a very weak conſtitution of body; which, 
"19 : together with the ſeverity of his laſt illneſs, he ſupported 
ns | without a ſingle expreſſion of pecviſhneſs. That illneſs 
ter n had long been coming on, but greatly increaſed in the be- 
| ginning of October 1758, and grew very formidable in the 
ord December following; for on Sunday the 3d of that month, 
2 in the evening, after prayer in his family, he ſeemed to 
be arreſted by the meſſenger of death, ſo that the united 
of a aſſiſtance of his ſiſter and ſervant, with difficulty enabled 
1 of him to get up ſtairs into his room, His illneſs gaining 
itle ground every day, he ſoon became ſenſible that his end 
had was approaching. He had frequent and violent returns 
ch; ol the cramp, which gave him much acute pain. He had 
hen likewiſe a hectick cough, which afflited him ſo grievouſſ 
has in the night, that he could ſeldom lie in bed till four“ in 
1 the morning; and was oſten obliged to riſe at two, eſpe- 
cially as opium (how much ſoever guarded by other medi- 
55. cines) would not agree with him, 
eto On the 15th of that month, he complained of a pain 
or's in his ſide, ſor which at his own deſire he was blooded; . | 
ans tho „ 
un '® When Mr, Hervey was in tolerable health, he rarely lay in bed 


after fix, eren in the winter; and roſe ill carlier ia the ſummer, 
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tho' his phyſician Dr. Stonhouſe had objected to it; ap- *. 
j prehending him too weak to bear any evacuation of that 41 
1 kind. When the Surgeon came, he could ſcarcely per- 6 
f ji ceive any pulſation and therefore took away no more than « b 
'! four ounces of blood, intimating to his relations and « t 
0 friends, that the cafe was deſperate and that he had blood- « | 
' ed him very unwillipgly, and merely to ſatisfy Mr. Her- 46 
 vey's defire, who had ſome hope that the pain might 
5 pPioſſibly be relieved by it. His Curate the Reverend Mr. gr 


Abraham Maddock, being much with bim in the aſter - | hi 
1 noon of that day, Mr. Hervey ſpoke to him in ſtrong and 1 
pPathetic terms of his aſſurance of faith, and of the great 1 
love of God in Chriſt. O! ſaid he, what has Chriſt, * 
ho much has Chriſt done for me; and how little have 8 
el done for fo loving a Saviour! If I preached once a 11 
& week it was at laſt a burden to me. I have not viſited c 
« 
* 
c 
« 
6 
6 


d the people of my pariſh as I ought to have done; and 
| 1 thus have preached as it were from houſe to Teel. 1 
have not taken every opportunity of ſpeaking for 
„ Chriſt,” Theſe expreſſious being accompanied with 
j | tears, which were too viſible not to be obſerved ; and leſt 

i his tears ſhould be miſinterpreted, as they had been con- 
verſing about his long expected end; and of his aſſurance 
0 of happineſs ; he proceeded thus. Do not think that 
i «I am afraid to die; I aſſure you I am not. I know 
hat my Saviour hath done for me, and I want to be 
„ gone, But I wonder and lameat to think of the love 
|} ** of Chriſt in doing ſo much for me, and how little I 
| © have done for him.“ And in another converſation, 
diſcourſing likewiſe of his approaching diſſolution, which | 
be did with the utmoſt calmneſs and ſerenity ; and of the 
little which we know of God's word, he ſaid, —“ How 
many precious texts are there, big with the rich truths. 
of Chriſt, which we do not comprehend, which we 
| © know nothing of; and of thoſe which we do know 
| *how few do we remember? Bonus tc:ituarius oft bonus 


« theologus, 
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te theologur, and that is the armour. The word of 
« God is the ſword, theſe texts are the weapons, which 
& I muſt uſe when that ſubtle ſpirit, that arch-adverſary 
& of mankind, comes to tempt and ſiſt me in my laſt 
« conflict. Surely I had need be well provided with 
te theſe weapons, I had need have my quiver full of them, 
& to anſwer Satan with texts out of the word of God, 
„ when he aſſaults me.“ 

On the 19th, the pains of his body abated, and he 
grew drowſy and lethargick ; but in the night following, 
his immediate death was apprehenced. 


The next day (the 20th) he was viſited by Dr, Ston- 
houſe, who declared, that in his opinion, Mr. Hervey 
could not live above three or four days; and diſcourſing 
on the unproſitableneſs of riches to the irreligious, Mr, 
Hervey replied, © True, Doctor, true, the only valuable 
« treaſures are in heaven, What would it ayail me now 
© to be Archbiſhop of Canterbury ? Diſeaſe would ſhew 
© reſpet to my mitre. That prelate is not only very 
great, but, I am told, he has religion really at heart; 
yet it is godlineſt, and not grardexr, that will avail him 
* hereafter, The goſpel is offered to me, a poor country 
* parſon, the ſame as to his Grace; Chriſt makes no dif- 
© ference between us. Oh! why then do miniſters 
thus negle& the charge of ſo kind a Saviour; fawn 
upon the great, and hunt after wor/dly pr eferments with 
«© ſo much eagerneſs to the diſgrace of our order? Theſe, 
© theſe are the things, Doctor, and not our poverty or ob- 
* ſcurity, which render the Clergy ſo juſtly contemptible 
© to the worldlings. No wonder the ſervice of our church, 
« grieved I am to ſay it, is become ſuch a formal lifeleſs 
thing, ſince it is, alas! too generally executed by perſons 
dead to godlineſs in all their converſation; whoſe in- 
« difference to religion, and worldly-minded behaviour, 

* proclaim the little regard they pay to the doQtrines of 


the Lord who bought them,” 
When 


— 
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When the Doctor was going away, Mr. Hervey with 
great tenderneſs obſerved to him, that as not long ago 
he had a dangerous fall from his horſe, by which he was 
much bruiſed; and as he had been very ill, and then look- 
ed very pale, he hoped he would think on theſe narrow 


*eſcapes, ſo often fatal to others as a kind of warning from 


God to him, and remember them as ſuch ; adding, How 


« careful ought we to be to improve theſe years which- 


« remain, at a time of life when but few can remain for 
„ gg #1” 
us 


The day before his degth, Mr. Hereey went a ſew ſteps 
a croſs his room, but edel finding his ttrength 
failing him, he ſunk rather than fell down; bis fall being 


broken by his ſiſter, who obſerving his weakneſs, ran and 
caught him ; but he fainted away, and was in all appear- 


ance dead, it being a conſiderable time before any pulſe 


could be perceived, When he came to himſelf, and his 
brother Mr. William Hervey, who was come from Lon- 
don to viſit him, ſaid, © We were afraid you was gone: 
he anſwered, © I Wiſh I had.“ And well might he wiſh 


ſo, for his ſtrength was quite exhauſted, his body ex- 


tremely emaciated, and his bones ſo ſore, that he could 
not bear any one to touch him, when it was neceſſary to 
move him about, Yet under all this calamity he was e- 
ver praiſing God for his mercies, and for enduing him 
with patience, 

On the 25th (Chriſtmas Day) he complained much all 
day of a great inward conflict which he had, laying his 
hand upon his breaſt, and ſaying, * Oh you do not 
& know how great a conflict I have.” And after he 


had fat for ſometime with his eyes conſtantly lift up to- 


wards heaven, and his hands claſped together in a pray. 
ing form, he ſaid, © When this great conflict is over 
«© then but ſaid no more; tho it was underltood, 
he meant that then he ſhould go to reſt. 


Dr. 


® Mr Haz ver and the Doctor were then between forty aud fifty, 
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« would pray for them. They are to be pitied, ſays he, 
and I might as juſtly be angry with a man that is diſeaſ- 
* ed in his body.“ In his ordinary tranſactions with o- 
thers, he was ever chearful, punctual, juſt, * candid to 
perſons of every denomination, 

Yet notwithſtanding theſe irrefragable proofs, that Mr. 


Hervey's opinions (even ſuppoſing ſome of them, in their 


remote conſequences, were not altogether defenſible) had 
no pernicious influence on ſo excellent a mind; it is but 
juſtice to add, that he guards againſt the abuies of the 
Antinomians, though he has himſelf been branded with 
that odious name. —Nay ſome of his enemies have not 
ſcrupled to aſſert, That his tenets were diſhonourable to 
God, ſubverſive of all goſpel holineſs, and deſtructive 
« even of common morality, and very injurious to ſociety 
* itſelf, by making men melancholly, and regardleſs of 

© buſineſs.” | 

Theſe were the very words of an abuſive and an anony- 
mous letter, ſent to him by the poſt; on which that 
meek and excellent man obſerved to an intimate friend, 
with all his uſual mildneſs, © Indeed this gentleman may 
« he ſaid, I think, to write at random. —Surely he has 
« never read my works: If I knew where to direct to 
c him, I ſhould deſire him to turn to what I have ad- 
& vanced page 124. in the 2d volume of my Meditations, 
c and ſuch a reply, I would hope, might convince him of 
6% his miſtake,” 

Whatever vein of Calviniſm runs through his writings, 
yet the weak'ning the obligations to purity and holineſs of 
life, was the fartheſt imaginable from his view. And 
when perſons of judgment, have pointed out to him ſuch 
expreſſions as were liable to be miſunderſtood in that re- 
ſpe&, he always diſavowed any ſuch meaning, affirm'd, 
that the fault was not in the evangelical doctrines, ſo much 
inſiſted on by him; but in the miſapprehenſion, ignor- 


ance, or attention of thoſe who abus d them to licenti- 
a D ouſaels 
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ouſneſs—he would then add, he was ready to alter or 
retract any ſentiment or expreſſion, which he apprehended 
to be really objectionabſe; but that to make things equally 
clear to every one's apprehenſion, or to have the ſame 
effect upon every one's mind, was an impracticable at- 
tempt. 

About a week before Mr. Hervey was taken ill, Mr. 
Maddock mentioned to him a report that was ſpread a- 
bout concerning Mr, Sandiman's Letters on Theron and 
Aſpaſio, to this effect: That he (Mr. Hervey) had writ- 
ten a letter to Mrs, Cooke, and there had ſaid, that Mr, 
Sandiman was in the right, and had convinced him of 
his error; or words to that purpoſe. To which he an- 
ſwered, that he had written a letter to Mrs. Cooke, and 
therein he had acknowledged, that many of Mr. Sandi- 
man's remarks were judicious, and that he bad corrected 
ſome of his expreſſions and inaccuracies, But that he 
was very far from having changed his opinion as to the 
ſubſtance and matter of the argument : for therein he 
thought Mr. Sandiman was intirely wrong. Whereupon 
Mr, Maddock deſired he would inſert an advertiſement in 
the London papers, ſign'd by himſelf, to ſet this miſtake 
right, leſt it might hinde the {ale and reading of his books, 
and thereby prevent much good. To which he agreed ; 
and added, that he would let that paragraph ſtand in his 
Anſwer to Mr. We:/lty, relating to Mr. Sandiman, only 
ſoftening the expreſſion a little; but all this was prevented 
by his illneſs and death, | 


The paſlage in Mr, Hervey's Letter to Mrs, Cooke re- 


ferred to above, is as follows; 

© A Book has lately appeared in two volumes, entitled, 
Letters on Theron and Aſpaſio, I cannot ſay I would 
recommend it to your peruſal ; but I would be glad if you 
« would mentiowit in ſome converſation with your learn- 


ed and devout vilitants in order to. know their opinion: 
* for my own part, I hardly can tell what opinion to 
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Ma. JAMES HERVEY. xXxiii 


© form. The author conceals his name, and it ſeems dif- 
* ficult to diſcover his principles or his aim. Some things 
© are excellent, written with ſpirit, and in a ſtrain truly e- 
vangelical. In ſome things I ſtand corrected by bim; 
I kiſs the rod, and, far from being diſpleaſed, am thank- 
ful for his animadverſions; though in ſome inſtances 
he has acted a diſingenuous part; not conſulting the 
molt correct edition of my book; not adverting to my 
own explanation of my meaning ; and making me ap- 
prove the whole of a perſon's works, where I only 
commend ſome particular part. But what gives me 
the greateſt diſguſt, and will, I believe, offend cvery 
candid reader, is a bitter vain of contempt and invective 
againſt ſome of the beſt of men that ever lived, and 
ſome of the beſt authors that ever wrote, I once 
thought the Apoſtle James's queſtion implied an im- 
poſſibility; but it ſeems to be reduced to real fat by 
* thepen of this critic, in the Letters on Theron and A» 
ſpaſio, where the fountain ſendeth forth at the ſame place, 
in the ſame performance, ſweet water and bitter.” 

Mr. Hervey's ſentiments on this ſtrange piece may be 
further ſeen in another Letter to a friend, where he ſays ; 

© With them “ I intend to put into your hand a treatiſe 
c lately publiſhed, under the title of Letters on Theron 
© and Aſpaſio, the author is a Scotſman, I preſume, be- 
© becauſe they are printed at Edinburgh and he gave or- 
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ders for a ſet to be ſent to me from thence. He con- 
3 © ceals his name, and none that I am acquainted with 
are able to diſcover whoſe work it is. There are ſome 
ſtrictures on my performange, but by far the greateſt 


part of the book is very wide from this mark. Some 
« things are truly excellent, and ſome animadverſions u- 
pon me are perfectly juſt ; but others (if J miſtake not) 
are unfair and diſingenuous. The manner of writing is 


* by no means deſpicable, rather elegant and ſpiri:-d 


D 2 © than 


* Viz, Two or three ſermons he was going to publiſn, 
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« than coarſe or dull. But there is ſuch an implacable 
« bitterneſs of ſpirit, and ſuch an unchriſtian virulence 
of cenſure againſt many of the beſt men that ever liv'd, 
and beſt authors that ever wrote, as much ſurpriſes and 
greatly offends me, I think I never ſaw a notion of 
© faith more /ax, nor an ides of grace more exalted, than 
in this book, However I will not foreſtal your judg- 


ment, but will defire your acceptance of the piece and 


© your remarks upon it,” 

Thele letters are ſtrikitig proofs of this excellent man's 
candour and meekneſs; that though, in juſtice to himſelf 
and others, he modeſtly declares the difirigenuity, contempt, 
aud wnchriſt;an virulence of that author, yet, at the ſame 
time, he pladly acknowledges what is right, and meekly 
owns, that he © ſtands corrected by him in ſome things, 
© kiſſes the rod, and is thankful for his animadverſions.“ 
A temper truly noble and eminently chriſtian ! 


© Who to a friend his faults can freely ſhow, 


And gladly praiſe the merit of a ſoe. 
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Tell how ſhe mourn'd to fee th' impending blow! 


on the Tombs ;+-« To his Contemp ations en the Night , and on the Starry | 
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OF THE LATE REVEREND 


Ma. FAMESHERVEY. 


U RANIA ſpeak! in penſive numbers tell 


How Zion trembled when great Herve fell! 
When fail'd his ſtrength, aud when his pulſe beat 
(low, 
O thou to whom all ſacred themes belong, 


Pour forth the ſweetly melancholly ſong ! 


Alas ! grim Death hath ſhot the fatal dart, 
Which long ſeem'd pointed at his languid heart. 
Th' inſatiate Tyrant, crown'd with fun'ral gloom, 
In triumph drags him to the hollow tomb. 

Who now ſo well can paint the blooming flow'r +, 
Or preach from ſepulchres ? At midnipht hour, 
Who can ſo well the ſtarry heavens ſcan, 

And read the lectures Nature meant for man? 

No more his voice a careleſs world can move, 

Or tell the wonders of redeeming love; 

No more ſhall thouſands round his pulpit throng 
To hear the heavenly precepts of his tongue: 

For lo ! above this groſs impurer air, 


Releas'd from every pain, and every care: | 
Ile | 


+ Alluding to his Refleions eg a Flower. garden, and Meditations | 


Heavens, 


xxvi 


He ſoars aloft (angelic hoſts his guide) 

On wings new plum'd, which ne'er before he try'd. 
With rapid ſpeed his golden pinions riſe 

Thro' ſtarry plains, and ſkim th* empyrean ſkies, 
And now, where ſparkling portals wide diſplay 
The bliſsful regions of eternal day, 

The LORD receives him, midſt coeleſtial choirs, 
Who crown his head, and ſtrike their golden lyres; 
Thro' beav'n's glad courts the greeting anthems roll, 
And joys new blooming feaſt his raviſh'd ſoul 
Joys, which to tel{ all eloquence is faint, 

And which the loftieſt muſe can never paint. 
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By the Rev. Mr: Nixon, Rector of Col p 
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ILLIAMS, tis yours to bid the canvas wear, 
By art illuſive, HEzvey's form and air, 

Oh ! with like happy labour could I trace 

Each virtue, each exalted Chriſtian grace, 

Each heav'nly gift with which his ſoul was bleſt, 

And fix the bright aſſemblage in my breaſt ; 
' Then how tranſcendant far would be n plan: 
You paint his mimick ſhade :—7'd live the man. 
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T HE 
MINISTRY or RECONCILIATION, 


Preached at the Pariſh-Church of 
ALI-SAINTS in NORTHAMPTON, 


» * 


1 COR Cunar.v. Vis. 18, 


All things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himſelf 
by Jeſus Chrift, and hath given to us the Miniſtry of 


Reconciliation. | 


7 \ H E Love of God, that ſaperemely glorious, 


and ſupremely gracious Being, is of all other 

tempers, the moſt delightful and divine. A ſa- 
cred flower, which in its early bud is happineſs, and in 
its full bloom is heaven. To plant this noble principle 
in the breaſt, to cultivate its growth, and bring it to ma- 
turity, is the grand end of all religion, and the genuine 
fruit of faith unfeigned. —Angels are happy, becauſe the 


love of God triumphs eternally, and without a rival, 
in 


— 


in their exalted aſfections. True believers are happy, 
becauſe the love of God, in a prevailing degree, is 
thed abroad in their hearts. The goſpel is a diſpenſa- 
tion of happineſs, becauſe it diſcovers the ſuper-abundant 
loving-kindneſs of God to man, and urges the moſt 
engaging motives for our ardent love to his Almighty 
Majeſty. 

The poſpel repreſents the great God, not only as 
beſtowing upon his creatures, all the good they enjoy; 
but as effecting their reconciliation to his own adorable 
ſelf. Effecting this moſt deſirable of all bleſſings, not 
barely by vouchſafing a pardon, but a pardon procured 
by the death of his Son: and by this enriching circum- 
ſtance, infinitely enhanced ; arrayed in all the charms, 
that heaven itſelf could give. To render the purpoſes 
of his love more effectual and extenſive, he has inſtituted 
an order of men to publiſh theſe glad tidings; aud to in- 
Yite, yea to beſeech the world, to partake the excecding 
riches of his grace, —All which the Apoſtle has expreſſed 
in my text, with his uſual energy and conciſeneſs; All 
things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himſelf 
by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath given to us the Miniſtry of 
© Reconciliation.” 

From which words permit me with all that ſimplicity, 
which becomes a miniſter of the humble Jefus. 

1. To enlarge a little upon that glorious and amiable 
repreſentation of the bleſſed God, diſcoverable even by 
the light of nature, All things are of him.” 

II. To remind you, how much more illuſtriouſly the 
deliphtfal attributes of the Deity are diſplayed in the ac- 
compliſhment of our redemption ; in that * He hath re- 
* conciled us to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt. | 

III. To obſerve the benign import, and beneficial ten- 
dency of the goſpel miniſtry, expreſſed in that remarkable 
clauſe, * He hath given to us the Miniſtry of Reconcilia- 
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Firſt, Then let me enlarge a little upon that glorious 
and 2miable repreſentation of the bleſſed God, diſcover- 
able even by the light of nature, All things are of him.” 


— Heaven, and the heaven of heavens are his, with all 


their hoſts. Thrones and dominions, principalities and 
powers, all the happy beings, that fit at the fountain+ 
head of felicity, were produced by his power, and are 
ſupplied with bleſſings from his hand, are filled with joy 
from his countenance, —If we trace the various emanati- 
ons of comfort and advantage, that refreſh our lower 
world, we ſhall find reaſon to acknowledge with the P/al- 
miſt, All our freſh ſprings are in God.“ The day is 
thine, ſays the ſame ſacred writer, and the night is thine 2 
thou haſt prepared the light and the fan, The magnifi- 
cent luminaries in the ſv, are lamps of the Lord; hung 
up on high, to diſpenſe the chearing gift of light amidſt 
all the families of nature. The interchanges of night and 
day, with the viciſſitudes of revolving ſeaſons are his mi- 
niſters ; all ſent on errands of kindneſs, and bringing the 
molt valuable preſents in theic hands. The innumerable 
variety of living creatures, and of nutrimental vegetables, 
are the portion, not which our own induſtry has procured, 


but which our heavenly father's bounty has ſettled upon 
us. 


Every great endowment, beſtowed on the children of 
men; every noble atchievement, accompliſhed by re- 
nowned perſonages ; theſe derive their original from the 
uncreated fountain of perfection and of power.—If Solo- 
mon is poſſeſſed of enlarged wiſdom, and kingly qualities, 
he expreſly acknowledges, it is from the Lord, ſuperin- 
tending human affairs, that ſuch kings are advanced to 
reign ; and by the Lord enlightening their minds, that 
ſuch princes decree juſtice. If, at one period, Nebuchad- 
nezzar purſues his conqueſts with irreſiſtible impetuoſity, 
it is to ſcourge the offending people of the Lord; and ba- 
niſh idolatry from their worſhip, as the driving wind ſwept 
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the chaff from their floors. If, at a nother juncture, Cy- 
rus is equally victorious, and * comes upon princes as u- 
« pon mortar, and as the potter treadeth clay ;” it was 
the Lord of holts that raiſed up this accompliſhed com- 
mander from the eaſt, and bid him execute his deſigns of 
reſtoring love to his reformed nation. All thoſe arts 
which meliorate, and ſciences which embelliſh life, even 
theſe are ſrom the Lord, © who is wonderful in counſel, 
« andexcellent in working.” 

The time would fail me to enumerate particulars, — 
Whatever is beneficial to communities, or comfortable to 
individuals; whatever ſprings from the rain of heaven, 
or is produced by fruitful ſeaſons ; whatever adminiſters 
to the improvement, or chears the heart of man; All, 
all acknowledge God for their author. He is the giver of 
every good and perfect gift. The whole earth is filled 
with the profuſion of his beneficence. And where, where 
is the creature, that has not taſted, that does not ſubſiſt 
on the inexhauſtible ſtores of his bounty ?—And tho? af- 
fliction alſo comes from the father of our ſpirits, yet this 
is no derogation from his tender mercies ; ſince he chaſ- 
tens, not with an arbitrary ſeverity, but with a parental 
pity ; he chaſtens only to amend, and theſe light, theſe 
tranſient tribulations, are preparatives for an exceeding 
great and eternal weight of glory. 

And is not ſuch a being worthy of our higheſt admira- 
tion, and our devoteſt love ? Has he not, by ſuch ineſ- 


fable excellencies, ſuch unmeaſurable benignity—Has he 
not an undoubted claim to the affections of our hearts, the 


praiſes of our tongues, and the unintermitted ſervices of 
our lives? le is the ſource of all our good; ſhould he 
not be alſo the center of all our gratitude, and of our 
whole obedience ?—But, our obligations will riſe im- 
menſely higher, if we conſider, 


Secondly, How much more illuſtriouſly the delightful 
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attributes of the Deity are diſplayed in the accompliſhment 
of our redemption ; in that © he hath Ness us to 
* himſclf by Jeſus Chriſt.— Man was created upright, im- 
maculate, and in the image of God ; heavenly wiſdom 
ſhone bright in his underſtanding, and true holineſs ſat 
enthroned in his heart. But how ſoon, and how fatally 
did he fall! From what height of perſection, to what 
depth of degeneracy ! Since that deitructive tranſgreſſion, 
all ficſh has corrupted his way; every man is become 
brutiſh in his knowledge; and the imaginition of the 
thoughts of his heart is only evil continually, “ Our 
& iniquities ſeparated between us and our God, and our 
& fins hid his face from us,” as from an abominable ob- 
jet. Nay, our fins accuſed us at his righteous tribunal 
and, like the blood of Abel, cried to heaven for vengeance, 
Veugender and ſiery indignation was our expected doom, 
and eternal death the wages due to our offences. — What 
rendered the miſery of mankind ſtill more exceſſively de- 
plorable, and only not deſperate, was, That they © were 
© without ſtrength ;' without any power to make ſatisfac- 
tion for their provocations, or extricate themſelves ſrom 
this abyſs of woe. Oh wretched, wretched man, if left 
in this ſtate of guilt and ruin + If abandoned by the God 
from whom thou haſt ungratefully reyolted, better bad it 
been for thee never to have exiſted, 

But, behold the kindneſs and love of God our Saviour ! 
Hearken to the ſounding of his bowels and of his mercies 
towards us! „ have ſeen, faid he, (as in the cafe of 
© enſlaved Iſrael) I have ſeen the affliction of my fallen 
& creatures. They have undone themſelves, but in me * 
* is their recovery. Satan has deceived, and -deceiving 
© has deſtroyed them; but I, even I will deliver them.“ 
—Wherewithal will the Lord accompliſh this deſign ol 
his free, unmerited goodneſs ?, By the blood of bulls or 

E. 2 — 5 
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of goats, or of all the cattle upon a thouſand hills ? Con- 
temptible, to the laſt degree, are ſuch beggarly oblations 
only ſo far as they typify the all- glorious ſacriſice. Was 
an angel charged with this important buſineſs, or the 
higheſt ſeraph bidden to interpoſe as the repairer of our 
breach? The angels were abſolutely incapable of execut- 
ing ſo great a work. It required a far abler agent to ne- 
gociate our reconciliation. It muſt coſt incomparably 
more to redeem guilty ſouls. Therefore, the God of our 
ſalvation © laid the help upon one that is mighty.” He 
appointed to the moſt momentous of all offices, the moſt 
illuſtrious of all beings. He appointed his own Son, the 
brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs image of his per. 
ſon. 

Behold then the Son of God taking our nature, that 
he may act as our Mediator, Admirable conſtitution ! 
full of wonder, and full of grace !—How joyful to the 
{inner ! The work muſt infallibly proſper in ſuch hands, 
Such a ſurety cannot fail of ſucceeding in all he andertakes. 
—How gracious in the Father! Could there be a ſtronger 
aſſurance, or a more emphatical demonſtration of his 
boundleſs beneficence, than to ſcnd the ſon of his boſom; 
the ſon of his eternal delight; the ſon, dearer to him 
than all worlds? How condeſcending in the Saviour ! 
Would Ahaſuerus abdicate his imperial diadem, or the 
great ruler of Babylon forego the honours of his enlarged 
dominions, to attend on the welfare of ſome ignoble cap- 
tive that grinds at a mill, or of ſome infamous maleſactor 
that is chained in a dungeon ? Yet the everlaſting po- 
tentate of heaven and univerſal nature, undertakes a more 
humbling oflice of friendſkip, for a race of abject crea- 
tures, that dwell in duſt, and were doomed to hell.—Let 
every child of Adam look unto Chriſt by faith, as all the 


people of Iſrael looked unto Moſes, when he went into 
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the tabernacle of the congregation to intereede before the 
Lord “. | 

We have ſeen the perſon reconciling, let us next con- 
template the manner of reconciling. A ſubje& equally 
altoniſhing and delightful ! The Father reconciled us to 
himſelf, by laying upon his Son the iniquities of us all ; 
by admitting him to ſtand in our ſtead, and by exacting 
from him the puniſhment which we had incurred. God 
reconciled us to himſelf, not only by the humiliation, 
but by the fuffering of this prince of heaven : and not by 
ſome lighter ſuffering, but by his ſuffering unto death: 
and not by his undergoing a common death, but the moſt 
ignominious and tormenting of all deaths, the death of 
the croſs. It pleaſed the Father, ſays the Apoſtle, to 
« reconcile all things to himſelf; making peace by the 
© blood of the croſs.” Becauſe we deſerved ſhame ; 
the Lord of glory was numbered with malefactors, and 
loaded with infamy.. Becauſe we deſerved the bitterneſs 
of death; the Lord of life endured the pangs of diſſoluti- 
on, in their anabated and moſt racking extremities. Be. 
cauſe we were obnoxious to the curſe of the law, there- 
fore the ever- bleſſed © Jeſus delivered us from the curſe 
of the law, being made a curſe for us.“ 

Glorious propitiation ! and altogether as complete as 
glorious ! What now ſhall tercify the true believer ? What 
ſhall ſtand between him, and his eternal hopes ?—Shall 
Satan muſter up his accuſations, and ſet them in (rightful 
array? Yet, tho' there may be much guilt, there is no 
condemnation to them that are in Jeſus Chriſt. Does the 
law take the guilty mortal by the throat, and with its ri- 
gorous ſeverity, ſay, © Pay me that thou owelt?“ It is 
paid, fully paid by the intervention and ſuretyſhip, not of 
a mean man, but of the mighty God made fleſh. Docs 
divine juſtice demand ſatisfaction, for the wrongs received 

from 
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from ſinners? It is not only ſatisfied, but molt awfully 
gloriſied by this wonderful oblation.— In ſhort, this is a 
tall, perfect, and ſufficient ſacrifice for the ſins of the 
whole world. It vindicates the honour of God's holi- 
nels. It diſplays his unſearchable wiſdom. It manifeſts 
his unutterable goodneſs, It gives the molt magnificent 
and lovely luſtre to all the divine perſections. May we 
not then, looking unto our blecding 54our, and plead- 
ing his ineſtimable propitiation, ventm. i adopt the a- 
polile's challenge, Who ſhall lay any thing to the 
charge of God's elect ? It is God that jaſtifieth;“ 
not imputing our treſpaſſes unto us, but transferring them 
to his dear Son. Who is he that condemneth ? It is 
* Chriſt that died,” and by his precious death hath made 
reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, | 

I have been the more copious upon this ſubje&, be- 
caule it is not only the grand point in my text, but is 
the very heart of the goſpel ; the fountain, of all our com- 
forts, and the foundation of all our hopes. But I pro- 
ceed, and with greater brevity, 


Thirdly, To obſerve the benign import, and beneficial 
tendency of the goſpel miniltry, expreſſed in that re- 
markable clauſe, © He hath given to us the Miniſtry of 
* Reconciliation,” Here, I am not attempting to magni- 
fy my office, or to aggrandize the miniiterial character; 
but only to render our ſervices acceptable to our brethren, 
Some perſons, whether through prejudice or miſtake, 
are apprehenſive of being terrified by our meſſage, or 
© tormented before the time” by our doctrine. But, can 
the news of reconciliation to the Lord God of hoſts terri- 
ſy, or the offer of remiſſion of fins torment ? How wel- 
come ſhould be the approach, or to ſpeak in the elegant 
language of a prophet, © How beautiful the feet of him, 
that bringeth good tidings!“ And can their be better 
| | tidings, 
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tidings, more reviving, or more tranſporting, than thoſe 
of the everlaſting goſpel ? which faith unto Sion, + Thy 
„ iniquity is taken away, and thy ſin purged ;” thy God 
is reconciled, and inſtead of abhorring thee as a rebel, is 
willing to embrace thee as a child, — When our armies 
have been in the field, and ſome very important, ſomede- 
ciſive engagement drawing near; with what eagerneſs have 
you expected, and with what delight have you received, the 
account of a complete victory gained? Andis not our report 
equally worthy of all acceptation; which declares Satan van- 
quiſhed, and ſin deſtroyed; declares death aboliſhed, hell de- 
prived of its prey, you and all the rich advantages of peace 
with heaven reſtored? Warn Peter lay bound in priſon, was 
the angel an unwelcome miniſter, who ſtruck away his fet- 
ters, opened the gates of iron, and tranſmitted him, free and 
unn to the cordial ſalutations of his friends? As 
you are all, o/ nature, in bondage to ſin, our bulineſs is, 
to take you by the hand, and lead you out of this igno- 
minious ſlavery, into the glorious liberty of the ſons of 
God; while the ſpirit of the mol! High breaks off your 
ſhackles, and makes yon free indeed, M hat manna can 
be more refreſhing than ſuch a meſiage? What balm more 
healing than ſuch a ſervice ? If, at any time, we arm 
our words with terror, and denounce the vengeance of 
God on every ſoul of man that doeth evil: This is only 
to awaken you from that gay inſenſibility, which would 
Jull you into irretrievable ruin, It is like the gathering 
clouds, and the diſtant burſts of thunder, which might 
warn Noah to retire into the ark, before that infinitely 
more tremendous deluge came, which was to ſweep the 
careleſs world away. — Whether therefore we diſplay the 


allurements of divine love, it is for your delight; or 


whether we bend the bow of divine indignation, it is for 
your benefit: to win you to happineſs, or drive you 
from miſery, So that in every reſpect, and by all our 

| Win. 
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miniſtrations, we are to be“ helpers of your faith, and 


«« furtherers of your joy.” 


And let not any one ſuſpect, that a meſſage of ſuch free 
and rich grace, has a tendency to ſooth men into ſupine- 
neſs, or ſerve the cauſe of licentiouſneſs. It is, of all 
other expedients, molt effeftually calculated to reconcile 
us to God, in another ſenſe of the word : to ſubdue our 
enmity, and captivate our perverſe affections ; to impreſs 
our alienated hearts with adoring gratitude, and engage 
our refractory wills to dutiful obedience. —For, can we 
be cold and indifferent to ſuch immenſe benignity ? Can 
we affront and grieve ſuch unſpeakably tender kindneſs ? 
What effect had David's clemency, in ſparing Saul's life, 
when it was in the power of his hand, to have difpatched 
that implacable enemy ? It overcame, for a while, even 
malice itſelf : it fetched tears of ſorrow from the perſecu- 
tor's eyes, and expreſſions of the moſt endeared affection 
from his lips“. And when God, the God to whom ven- 
geance belongeth, not only ſpares us guilty wretches, 
but puniſhes his immaculate Son in our ſtead ; when he 
bids the ſword of juſtice paſs by our devoted heads, and 
ſheath itſelf in the heart of his beloved Son ; can we reſiſt 
ſuch heavenly goodneſs ? Can we ſpurn ſuch bowels of 
mercy ? Muſt not love, fo divine and infinite, melt even 
the moſt obdurate heart ; make us fling down, with ab- 
horrence, the weapons of rebellion, and conſtrain us, 
ſweetly conſtrain us to obedience + ? 


Let me now, conformably to my ſacred commiſſion, 
deſeech you all to be reconciled. Eſpecially let me be- 
ſeech the humble penitent, and the hanghty ſelf-righteous 


moraliſt. 


» 1 Samuel xxiv. 16. 
+ Mr. Hervey had added, by way of a note, the following words 


in the copy which he tranſcribed, and from which this is printed, | 


„When I preached this ſermon, I recapitulated in this place, as you 
or any reader may do if he pleaſes, the preceding heads, but I 
« thought it unneceſſary to tranſcribe ſuch a recapitulation.“ 
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moraliſt.— Ve humble penitents that are convinced of ſin, 
and mourn for ſin, be of good comfort. God has a- 
bounded in the riches of his grace towards you, and has 


given you a ranſom to rely on, of higher dignity than all 


heavens, or of more value than all worlds, The men of 
Tyre made Blaſtus the king's chamberlain their friend + ; 
the God of glory has conſtituted his dear Son, your a- 
toning ſacrifice, your prevailing advocate. The men of 
Tyre deſired conditions of peace, the Lord Jeſus hath 
both obtained and fulfilled the conditions of your peace. 
Could there be a more glorious perſon choſe to act your 
reconciler, than the prince of heaven, and heir of all 
things? Could there be a more effectual method of recon- 
ciliation, than his obedience unto death, even the death 
of the croſs ? —Fly then to this all-ſufficient Redeemer. 
Rely on his molt meritorious and ſatisfactory ſuferings. 
Be your fins ever fo numerous, ever ſo enormous, theſe 


need be no bar to your acceptance, For God has receiv- 


ed an atonement ; an infinite atonement God has recęiv- 
ed, So that he can admit you to his favour, unworthy 
as you are, without the leaſt blemiſh to his avenging juſ- 
tice. He can, he will admit you, as freely as if you had 
never done amiſs, Truſt therefore. in your reconciling 
Saviour. Place a chearful confidence in his propitiating 
merits. Only let the grace of God, which has appeared 
with ſuch tranſcendent lovelineſs in the bleeding Jeſus, — 
let this grace teach you, with a prevailing efficacy, to 
deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, 

righteouſly, and godlily in this preſent world. | 
As to thoſe of a contrary character, who are righteous 
in their own eyes, what ſhall I fay ? Shall I decry the 
exerciſe of morality, or diſparage the duties of holineſs ? 
God forbid. The goſpel is a doQtrine according to godli- 
nefs, and true holineſs is the health, is the happineſs of 
F the 


t Ads xii, 20. = 
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the ſoul. Theſe duties iſſuing from faith, and recom? 
mended by the interceſſion of Chriſt, are acceptable to 
the divine Majeſty, But theſe are not your Saviour, 
God has not reconciled the world to himſelf by their own 
pious practices, but by his Son Jeſus Chriſt. Can your 
charitable deeds expiate your innumerable offences? As 
ſoon may a ſingle drop of pure water correct and ſweeten 


the unfathomable brine of the ocean. Can your defectiv g 


performances ſatisfy the demands of a perfect law, or 
your wandering devotions fcreen you from the diſpleaſure 
of an injured Cod? As well may your lifted hand eclipſe 
the ſun, or intercept the lightning when it darts thro” 


the burſting cloud. There is no other name given under 


heaven, whereby you may be reconciled. to God, and 
faved from wrath, but only the name, only the name, 
remember, of jeſas Chrilt, Here fix your hopes, and 


you ſhall never be diſappointed, Fix them on any other 


object, and everlaſting confuſion will enſue. — We be⸗ 
ſeech you therefore in God's ſtead, we beſeech you for 
your own ſouls ſake, req ct not this abundant mercy, ne- 
glect not this great ſalvation. 

Now, unto him who has reconciled us to himſelf. 
and waſhed us from our fins, in his Son's blood, be glory 
and thankſgiving, love and obedience, henceforth and 


@ 


n 


. 


SERMON 


Th 


the 


N OSS or DH 


be- TRE CHRIST IAN's GLORY. 
for : 
ne- 4 | 4 
Preached at the Vis1iTAT10N of " 
If, Þ | 
ory The Reverend FONN BORW M, D. D, 5 
and | 


As cubacox of Northampton, 


mY 


G AL. CnAr. vi. VER. 14. 


Cod forbid, that I ſhould glory, ſave in the Croſs of cur 


ON. LokrD Jesus CurisrT, 
| Paul's contemplation. —The croſs of Chriſt, was 
the choſen ſubject of his ſermons, and the grand 


theme of his writings,--- At all times, and in every capact- 
| F 2 ts 


HE. croſs of Chriſt, was the ſavourite topic of St. 
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ty, he profeſſed, he avowed, he gleried in the croſs of 
CHxtrsT---Nay, what is very remarkable, he gloried in no- 
thing elle---And, what is {till more obſervable, he abhored 
the thought of glorying in any thing elſe. He ſpeaks of 
ſuch a practice, in the language of deteſtation and dread 
accounting it a high degree, both of folly and of wicked- 
neſs : God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the crols of 
Four Load Jrsvs Cuxisr.“ 

It may, therefore, be an imploy worthy of our preſent 
attention to enquire into the nature, the reaſonableneſs, 
and the wiſdam, of this reſolution. All which, I hope, 
will appear, if we conſider, 


I. In what the apoſtle would zz glory, 
TI. In what he did glory. 


III. What reaſen he had, to glory in the croſs of 
CHRIST, 


Theſe points being briefly diſpatched, I ſhall beg leave 
to add a word of Application; ſuggeſted by the tenor of 
the diſcourſe, and adapted to the circumſtances of my ſe- 
veral hearers. And may that adorable Jesus, who has 
exchanged his croſs for an heavenly crown, accompany 
all with bis divine bleſſing ! 

Let us then enquire, 

I. In what the apoſtle did nt glory? Not in the great- 
neſs of bis learning, as a ſcholar. He was brought up at 
the feet of Camaliel; educated by the molt famous tutor 
of the age. Nor was his genius, or his induſtry, inferior 
to the other advantages of his education, Yet all theſe 
advantages, with their correſpondent acquiſitions, be ac- 
— 8 no better than pompous ignorance, or refined 

olly. 

Not in the /fridFnef7 of his life, as 2 Jew,---In this re- 
ſpe, he profited above his equals : © Was taught according 
to the perfeA manner of the law of the fathers $; after 
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the ſtricteſt ſect of their religion, he lived a Phariſee +:' 
Was zealous, exceedingly zealous, of the whole ceremo- 
nial law, and of all the traditional conſtitutions. Which 
accompliſhments mult finiſh his character among his coun» 
trymen; muſt open his way to ſome of the firſt honours 
of the nation; and give him a name among thoſe wor- 
thies who were reputed © the excellent of the earth * But 
what others counted gain, this he counted Joſs for Chriſt, 


Not in the eminency of his gifts, nor in the extent of 
his «/e/ulneſs, as à chriſtian miniſter, He had been caught 
up into the third heaven; had heard the words of God, 
and ſeen the viſion of the Almighty ; had wrought all 
manner of wonders, and ſigns, and mighty deeds-- What 
was ſtill more valuable, he had planted churches, and con- 
ver ted ſouls, His Jabours were gone out into all lands, 
and his words into the ends of the earth. Yet all theſe 
acquirements, beſore the infinite Go p, were de/edtive ; All 
theſe performances,” in point of juſtification, were in/uffi- 
cient, Therefore, in none of theſe he gloried. —— Which 
reminds me of the ſecond enquiry. : 


II. In what the apoſtle did glory. He gloried in a croſs. 
Strange]! What ſo ſcandalous as a croſs ? On a croſs rebel- 
lious ſlaves were executed. The croſs was execrable among 
men, and accurſed even by GOD“. Yet the apo ſtle glories 
in the croſs —Crucifixion not being uſed among us, the 
expreſſion does not ſound ſo harſh; neither is the idea ſo 
horrid. - But to the ear of a Galatian, it conveyed much 
the ſame meaning, as if the apoſtle had gloried in a halter 


gloried in the gallows, gloried in a gibbet 9. 
te Stupid 


+ Ads xxvi. f. Gal. ii. 13. 

& Some perſons, I am informed, were diſuſted at theſe words, 
balter, allt, gibbet,, They are fo horridly conte mptible 1..--To 
whom | would reply; That the Croſs, in point of ignominy and tor- 
ment, included @// this and more, Unleſs the Englith reader forms to 
himſelf ſome ſuch image, he will never be able to apprehend the ſcan» 
dalous nature, and ſhocking citeumſtunces, of bis divine Maier's 
death, 
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. *© Stupid creature! (perhaps ſome may reply) To un- 
& dervalue the moſt ſubſtantial endowments, and glory in 
% infamy itſelf ! ”—But ſtop a moment, and hear the apo- 
ſtle farther. He glories in the croſs of Chrilt ; that il- 
laſtcious perſon, who was anointed to be the all- inſtruct- 
ing Prophet, the all-atoning Prieſt, and the al!-conquering 
King of the church. — In the croſs of Chriſt Jelus; who, 
by the diſcharge of all thoſe important offices, ſhould ſave 
bis people trom the dominion of fin, and from the damna- 
tion of hell.— In the croſs of Chriſt Jeſus, our Lord; and 
not ours only, but Lord of all. Who doth according to 
bis will, in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants 
of the earth F. Who hath on his veſture, and on his 
* thigh, a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD 
© OF LORDS . 


And is it poſſible for any human heart, to contemplate 


the croſs of ſo divine a Being, and not to glory? Is it 


poſſible to ſay, Angels, he rules over you; but he died 
* on acroſs for me; and not exult in ſuch tranſporting 
beneficence ? — This will be more evident, if we examine, 


III. What reaſen the apoſtle had, to glory in the croſs 
of Chriſt.-—The croſs, tho' in itſelf an ignominious tree, 
yet being the croſs of Chriſt, is infinitely ennobled. It 
becomes the tree of life, It bears the divineſt fruit. Its 
clulters are all ſpiritual and heavenly bleſſings, Two or 


three 


The words, I muſt confeſs, were diverſified, and the ſentiment 
was reiterate, on purpoſe to affect the mind with this aſtoniſhing 
truth. Neither can I prevail upon myſelf to expunge the expreſſions ; 
vrlcis I could ſubſtitute others of a more ignominious and execrable 
impo't. Only I would beg of the ſerious reader, to ſpend a moment 
in the following reflection: Is it ſo? That a polite and delicate 
<< ear, can hardly endure ſo much as the ſound of the words? How 
amazing then was the condeſcention! How charming and adorable 
* the gocdneſs of God's illufirious Son; to bear all that is ſiznified 
% by theſe into'erably vile ters ! Bear it willingly, bear it chrarfully, 


cc 


1 Dan. ive 35, Rev. Zix. 26. 
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three of thoſe cluſters, you will permit me to ſelect; and 
may the God of all mercy, make them better than a feaft 
to every humble ſoul ! | 


One bleſſing is the pardon of fin, The pardon of all 
fin, original and actual: fin that is remembet'd, and fin 
that is forgotten : ſin, however circumftanced, or however 
aggravated. The pardon of all was purchaſed by the 
death of Chriſt, - completely purchaſed ;—fo that, againſt 
the true believer, {in ſhall never rife up in judgment; ſh#l 
not ſo much as he mentioned unto him (a); ſhall be done 
away, as though it had never been. For thus ſaith the 
n of the Prince of peace; Be it known vnto 

you, men and brethren, that through this Man is preach» 
ed unto you the forgiveneſs of fins; and by him ll 
© that believe are jultified from all things (5),'*—Oh ny 
ſoul! my guilty ſoul! What are all the kingdoms of the 
world, and the glories of them, compared with this inef« 
fable bleſſing ! Yet this is but one among a multitude. 


Another benefit, RY from the croſs of Chriſt, is, 
reconciliation with Cod.“ When we were enemies, we 
© were reconciled to God by the death of his Son (c). Not 
pardoned only, but accepted from a ſtate of enmity, re- 
ſtored to a (tate of favour; even that * favour, which is 
« better than life (4). — A priviledge of ſuch ſuperlative 
excellency, that it was celebrated in the hymns of angels, 
When the heavenly hoſt uttered a ſong, this was the ſub. 
ject of their harmonious joy: Glory be to God in. the 
© higheſt ; and on earth peace; good-will towards men (e). 
« By the birth of this wonderful child, and the death he 
« ſhall ſuſtain, peace is made between heaven and earth. 


« And not peace only, but a divine /riend/hip * commen- 
“ces. 


(a) Ezek. xviii. 22. VJ Acts xiii 38. (c) Rom. v. 10. 
(4) Pfalm Ixili. 4. (e Luke ii. 14. 


® There ſeems to be a beautiful gradatian, in this angelic hymn, 


Goed-will is more expreſſive, and cenotes 3 richer blefling than hm 
| PEP. [ 


- * * 2 — 
. Mo 
£ — & — — 


2 


= — — 


— — — 4 


44 THE CROSS OF CHRIST 


« ces, God regards the poor apoſtate race of men, not 
« only without indignation, but with complacency and 
4% delight. He rejoices over them, to do them good (/).“ 

Another benefit is holineſs: Or, if you pleaſe, the true, 
the Chriſtian morality.—Let none think, the believer in 
Jeſus diſparages true morality, True morality is the i- 
mage of the bleſſed God. It is moſt charmingly delineat. 
ed throughout the whole Bible. It is the beginning of 
heaven in the human ſoul. And its proper origin is from 
the croſs of our divine Maſter, ——For, through the me- 
rits of his death, ſinners are made partakers of the holy 
Spirit; who writes upon their hearts, and makes legible 
in their converſation, what was antiently written upon 
the mitre of the high-prieſt, Hol ix Ess To Txt LorD.— 
And oh ! what a tive is the croſs of Chriſt to the ex- 
erciſe of every virtue! He died; my Lord, my Judge, my 
King, died; to redeem me from all iniquity, and make me 
zealous of-good works.” How powerfully, far beyond 
any naked inſtructions, or abſtract reaſonings, do ſuch 


conſiderations invite us—urge us - conſtrain us (g), to 
re- 


»--- The original EuSozie, is a word of the moſt amiable and noble 
meaning. It ſignifies a very high efcem, and a very tender benevolence, 
By a word of the ſame import, the Almighty Fatber expreſſes his in- 
finite ſatisfaction, in the perſon and undertaking of bis beloved Son; 
Mateb. iii. 17. 
(f) peut. xxviii, 63, 
Would my reader have the livelieft paraphraſe on this paſſage ? O- 


ſee the actings of this divine complacency, deſcribed with inimitable 
dglicacy ? Let him attend to the prophet Zephanizh : The Lord 


« thy God, in the midft of thee, is mighty, He will fave: He will 
© rejoice over thee with joy: He will reſt in his love: He will joy 
« over thee with ſinging, chap, iii, 17. 

(gz 2 Cor. v. 14. 

Religion! Thou the ſou! of happineſs ; 

And groaning Calvary, of Thee] There ſhine 

The nobleſt truths ; there ſtrongeſt motives ſting! 

There, facred violence aſſaults the foul ; 

There, nothing but compulſion is ſor born. 

Night Thoughts, N. IV. 


IV. 
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renounce all ungodlineſs, and adorn the goſpel of God 
our Saviour! 

Another bleſſing is, victory over death. —This alſo is 
the fruit of that once deteſted, but now ever beloved, 
tree, For thus it is written; That through death he 


might deſtroy him who had the power of death; that is, the 
© devil; and deliver them who, thro' fear of death' were 


© all their life-time ſubje& to bondage (i).“ The devil is 
ſaid to have the power of death; becauſe, by tempting, 
too ſucceſsfully, our firſt parents, he brought death into 
the world; becauſe, by tempting their poſterity to ſin, 
and too often prevailing, he arrays death in horror; he 
arms death with its ſting. But Chriſt, by expiating our 
guilt, has diſarmed this laſt enemy; has taken away its 
ſting; and made it not loſs, but gain to die (). -The 
gay, and the healthy, know not how to form an eſti- 
mate of this deliverance, Nor can any words of mine 
deſcribe it, with proper energy, Go to dying beds; 
there you will learn its true worth. Aſk ſome agonizing 
friend; he, and he alone, can tell you, what a b leſſing it 
is, to have the king of terrors converted into a meſſenger 
of peace. 

One bleſſing more I would mention, and earneſtly wiſh 
it, in due time, to all my hearers ; An entrance into lea- 
ven. This too is the produce of our Redeemer's croſs, — 
St. John ſaw a bright aſſembly of happy beings, clothed 
with white robes, and palms in their hands; rejoicing be- 
fore the throne of God. Theſe, ſaid one of the venerable 
elders, © are they who came out of great tribulation, and 
« have waſhed their robes, and made them white in the 
© blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the 
© throne (J). They came out of great tribulation :? 
They ſuffered, it is probable, in the ſervice of Chriſt, 

G Per- 


(i) Heb. ii. 14, 15. | 
(4) Phil, i. 21, (Y) Rev. vii. 9, 14, 15, 


46 THE CROSS OF CHRIST 


Perhaps, they laid down their lives for his ſake. But 
{his was not their paſſport into the regions of bliſs. 
They waſhed their robes in the blood of the Lamb :* 
They had applied to their own ſouls, the merits and a- 
tonement of the crucified Jeſus. By this means, they were 
preſented without ſpot and blameleſs, On 74zs account, 


they were admitted to“ fee the King of heaven in his 
«+ beauty (2). and to be ever, ever, with the Lord, 


Since then the croſs of Chriſt, was demonſtrative of ſuch 

ſtupendous /zve ; lince it is productive of benefits, in- 
numerable, invaluable, and eternal; was there not a 
cauſe, for the apolile to glory on this behalf ? — Nay, 
might not the very ſtones have cried out, to reproach 
him with inſenſibility and ingratitude, if he had neglected 
to glory ia the croſs of Chriſt? And ſince this love was 
lhewed ; theſe beneſits were procured ; not for im only, 
but for us, and for all generations; does not this afford 
me an opportunity, of applying the doctrine to each par- 
ticular hearer ? 
1. Let me addreſs, or rather let me congratulate, my 
brethren in the miniſtry.— Though you cannot controul 
the laws of nature; though you cannot ſee into the ſecrets 
of futarity z you have the ſame cauſe of plorying, with the 
very chiefeſt of the apoltles. A cauſe of glorying, which 
that holy man of God elteemed, far above all ſuch mira- 
culous abilitics. You have the croſs of Chrilt, 


For your ſudy, as men : 

For your He, as Chriſtians : 

For your preaching, as miniſters. 

For your /tudy, as men. Here, the reaſoning faculties 
may exert themſelves, with everlaſting improvement, and 
everlaſting delight, —Here, we contemplate the wonders, 
the unparalleled wonders, of a God made man: dying, as 
a pattern of patience : as a martyr for truth; as an all- 


perfect ſacrifice for fin, —-Ilece the Lord Jehovab hath 
fully 


( Ila. xxxIli. 17. 
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fully granted, what his ſervant Moſes 9 ſo earneſtly re- 
queſted : He hath made all his glory to paſs, before the 
aſtoniſhed eyes of angels, and of men, Here juſtice 
has ſet her moſt awful terrors in array; even while ge- 
neſt appears, with inexpreſſible lovelineſs, and the moſt 


attractive beauty. Here, truth, more unſhaken than a 


rock, takes her immoveable ſtand; and mercy, tenderer 
than the mother's tear, yearns with bowels of everlaſting 
pity, In a word; the croſs of Chriſt is a conſpicu- 
ous theatre, on which a// the divine perfections unite, and 
harmonize, and ſhine forth with tranſcendent luſtre, 

As Chriſtians, we have, in the croſs of Chriſt, the 
richeſt proviſion for our own ſpiritual wants. This is a 
foundation of the ſublimeſt e, and a fonntain of the 
molt exuberant 2. This affords matter for the deepeſt 
humility, and vields fuel for the moſt flaming lote, Faith 
in our crucified Jeſus, is an ever-aQtive principle of the 
molt chearful and exaſt bedience : is an ample and inex- 
hauſtable magazine, from which we may fetch arms to con- 
quer; abſolutely conquer, the allurements of the world, 
the ſolicitations of the fleſh, and the temptations of the 
devil. By this, a way is opened for us unto the holy 
of holies; and what may we not venture to aſk, what ma 
we not expect to receive, who have the blood of the ever. 
jaſting covenant to plead, in all our approaches to the 
throne of grace ? Having, therefore, ſuch an High- 
prieſt ; having in his, croſs, unſearchable riches ; Who ſhall 
make our glorying void? What ſha!l hinder ns from 
rejoicing and ſaying ? * Bleſſed be God, for theſe opening 
e beauties of ſpring ! Bleſſed be God, for the expected 
fruits of autumn! Bleſſed he God, for ten thouſand 
& thouſand gifts of his indulgent providence ! But, above 
&« , Bleſled be God, for the croſs of Chriſt !” 


As miniſters of the goſpel, we are not left to ſet before 
ont hearers, a ſyſtem of refined Heatheniſm ; or to entertain 
G2 : them 


& Exod, xxxui. 13 
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chem with cold, ſpiritleſs lectures of virtue. No; 
the infinitely tender Love, the immenſely free grace, of the 


bleeding dying Immanuel, to diſplay 
to effforce. 


we have 


to improve 


And is there a topic, in the whole compaſs 
of Oratory; is there an argument, amidſt all the ſtores of 
reaſon ; ſo admirably calculated to touch the fineſt move- 
ments of the ſoul ? To ſtrike all the inmoſt ſprings of acti- 
on, with the moſt perſuaſive, the molt commanding ener- 
Would we alarm the ſupine, or intimidate the pre- 


ſumptuous ? We may call them to behold God's own Son, 
weltering in blood ; God's own Son, transfixed with the 
arrows of juſtice, We may bid them conſider; if judg- 
ment begins with theimmaculate Mediator, where ſhall the 
irreclaimable ſinner appear? How will he eſcape the ſtroke, 
how bear the weight, of God's everlaſting vengeance ?— 
Would wecomfort the diſtreſſed ? We may point them to 
an atonement, whoſe merits are infinite, and able to fave 


to the very uttermoſt *. 


We may lead them to a righte- 


ouſneſs, whoſe efficacy is unbounded, and ſufficient to juſ- 
tify the ungodly. And what balm can be ſo ſovereign, for 


a wounded conſcience ? 


Are we to ſupport the weak, 


and-animate the doubting ? Here, we may ſhew them pro- 
miſes; free promiſesþ ; exceeding great and precious pro- 
miſes; ratified by the oath of Jehovah, and ſealed by 


the blood of his Son, 


And what cordials can be ſo reſto- 


rative, to the drooping Chriſtian ? 


In ſhort; the doctrine of the croſs, is ſuited to * 
all the great ends of our miniſtry, and promote all the 


truly valuable intereſts of our people. 


By this, the Holy 


Spirit delights to work. And this, O Satan, ſpall be thy 


R plague : This O fin, ſhall be thy deſtruction . 


* Heb. vii. 25. 


How- 
ever, 


+ To man the bleeding croſs has promis'd all : 
The bleeding croſs has ſworn eternal grace: 
Who gave his life, what grace will he deny ? 


7 


Hol. xiii, 14. 


Night-Thoughts, Night IV. 


IV, 


4 
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ever, therefore, the croſs might be to the Jews a ſtum- 


bling-block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs ; God forbid, 
that we ſhould glory in any thing elſe !—Let this be the 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and ending “, of all our 
public miniſtrations. Let us leave a ſavour of this know- 
ledge, which is far better than precious ointment, in e- 
very private company. Let it appear, from all our con- 
verſation; That che affections of our heart, and the la- 
bours of our life, are devoted, wholly devoted, to our 
adored Redeemer's croſs, — Happy the people, who are un- 
der the care of ſuch miniſters ! and blefed the miniſters» 
who walk according to this rule, 


IT. Let me exhort all true believers. Thoſe who are 
vile in their own eyes, and to whom Chriſt alone is pre- 
cious. Remember, brethren, what is written in the Pro- 
phet: It is a deſeription of your ſtate: It is a direction for 
your conduct. In the Lord, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall 
* all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, and in him ſhall they 


glory +. 

Let none ſay, that religion is a ploomy or uncomfort- 
able ſtate: I call upon you, this day to rejoice t. Let 
none ſay, that religion is a mean or deſpicable thing : I 
call upon you, this day, to glory. And have the divine 

authority 


* The Author, who could write the ſpirited and weighty lines 
which follow muſt doubtieſs have this conviction deep on his heart: 
— Thou, my Al.! 
My theme! my inſpiration ! and my crown! 
My firength in age | my rife in low eſtate ! 
My ſoul's ambition, pleaſure, wealth !---my world! 
My light in darkaets ! and my life in death! 
My boaſt through time! bliſs through eternity ! 
My ſacrifice! my Ged l- What things are thelſe ! 
Nizbt-Theughts, Night IV. 
_ (}) Iſa. xlv. 25. 
1 'Tis this makes Chriftian Triumph, a command: 


Tis this makes joy a duty to the wiſe. 
Night-Thoughts, Night Iv. 
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authority for both *.—You will diſhonour the bleſſed je- 
ſus ; you will diſparage his ſurpaſſing excellency ; if you 
do not confide in him, and make your boaſt of him.— 
. Chriſt is King of heaven; Chrilt is judge of the world; 
Chrilt is God over all. And of ſuch a Saviour ſhall we 
not glory? Yes, verily: And in all circumſtances, and 
on every occaſion, 


Amidſt your manifold infirmities, glory in Chriſt. For, 
though he was crucified in weakneſs, he hath all power, 
in heaven and earth, And it is written before him; it is 
one of his immutable decrees; * Sin ſhall not have do- 
* minion over you 5. Amidſt your various failings, 
glory in Chrift, For, his righteouſneſs covers all your 
imperfections ; his righteouſneſs ſecures you from wrath 
and condemnation ; and, though deficient in yourſelves, 
you are complete in him . Under the preſſure of tribu- 
lations, lift up your heads, and glory in the croſs. Be- 
cauſe the captain of your Salvation, was made perfect 
through ſufferings, If you ſuffer with him, you ſhall al- 
fo reiga with him. And the ſufferings of this prefent time, 
are not worthy to be compared with the happineſs, which 
Chrilt hath purchaſed with his agonies, and will quickly 
beſtow on his people. When death approaches; death, 
that cuts off the ſpirit of Princes, and is terrible among 


the Kings of the earth; do you {till glory in the croſs. 


Adhering to this banner, you may boldly and triumphant- 
ly ſay; O death, where is thy ſting ? O grave where 
is thy victory (4) ?—When that great, tremendous day 

{hail 


®* Kavyaoua:, the word in our text, denotes the act of rejoi- 
eing, as well as of glorying, Thus it is tranſlated, Rom. v. 11, 
And indeed this it always implies,---Sec Plal, v. 11, Plal, cxlix, 5+ 
Sept. Tranſl. 


() Rom, vi. 14. (+) Col. ii. 10. 


1 1 Cor. xv. 55. This is evidently the language of a conguerer, 
addreiſed to ſome formidable, but vanguiſbed enemy.----We ſhall 
form no improper idea of this ſignificant and beautiful paſlage ; if we 
picture 


* 
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ſhall come, which puts an end to time and terreſtrial 
things; when that awful, that majeſtic voice, is heard, 
which commands all the race of Adam to appear at the 
bar; then, my dear brethren in Chriſt, hen alſo ſhall you 
glory in the croſs. When others, ia an agony of terror, 
call upon rocks to fall on them, and mountains to over» 
whelm them; This ſhall be your ſedate appeal; rather 
this ſhall be your heroic challenge: Who ſhall lay any 
thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that juſ- 
« tifieth, Who is he that condemneth ? It is Chcift that 
died (4). Then ſhall you enter the harbour of eternal 
reſt ; not like a ſhipwreck'd mariner, cleaving to ſome 
broken plank, and hardly eſcaping the raging waves 
but like ſome ſtately veſſel, with all her fails expanded, 
and riding before a proſperous gale “. 

III. Let me caution the /e//-righteour, Thoſe, who 
more frequently think of their own piety than of Chriſt's 
obedience ;j are more apt to cry out with the Phariſee, I 
am no extortioner, no adulterer ;* than to confeſs with 
the Publican, God be merciful to me a ſinner.” What 

ſhall 


picture to ourſelves the good apoſſle, in the attitude of thoſe Hebrew 
cap ains, who ſet their feet on the necks of the five Canaaniiiſh kings, 
Jolk. x, 24. It we ſuppoſe him in ſuch a poſture, to utter this ani- 
mated exclamation, or rather this pious inſult, over the two grand; 
but proſtrate adverſaries of mankind; ** O death! where is now 
„thy ting ?' Since Chriſt has expiated fin, by the ſacrifice of him- 
„ ſelf? O grave where is now thy victory ? Since Chriſt is both 
« riſen hinsſ{elf, and has aſcertained to his people a joytul refure 


% reCtion ?*? 
(4) Rom. viii. 33, 34+ 

St Peter's expteſſion, Eicodeg rhvoing tn xiryyBtnottat, is per- 
haps too nervous, and too noble, to admit of an adeguate tran{lation. 
The above compariſon is, I think, a very pertinent illuſtration of 
the delicate ſentiment, and the delightful doctrine. A ſhip waſte 
into the port, under the full influence of wind and tide, ſeems to 
afford the fineſt repreſentation of a large, a rich, an avundzat ear 
trance; 2 Pet. i. it, 
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ſhall 1 fay to theſe perſons ? Let me not be thought cen. 


ſorious, when my only aim is to be faithſul. Beware I yah 
beſeech you beware, leſt you build for eternity, not on a « ſna 
roc t, but on the ſand. However you may appear in your own Il by « 
fight ; before the adorable mojeſty of the everlaſting God, pierce 
before the conſummate perſection of his holy law, you IWhy 
are leſs than nothing ; You are, worſe than nothing. You for y 
are, indeed you are, deficiency and fin. Renounce, there» guilt, 
fore, renounce all dependance on ſelf. Truſt no longer in a ences 
refuge of lies: Leſt all your admired attainments, at the day ſouls; 
of final retribution, be like ſtraw, and hay, and ſtubble, in « of 
Nebuchadnezzar's burning fiery furnace. —Imitate the is th 
bleſſed penman of my text. Are you blameleſs in your / will 
external carriage? So was he, Are you exemplary in Þ an al 
many points ? So was he. Yet all this rightcouſneſs he to th 
* accounted but dung, for the excellency of the know- a 


© ledge of Chriſt Jeſus his Lord (a). Be this your pat- Non. 
tern. Write emptineſs upon your own duties; emptineſs Þ 


upon your own works; and you ſha!l be filled with all 2 

the fulneſs of God your Saviour. Every other cauſe of Þ bis ! 
glorying will be like the morning cloud, or the early due, MM” au 

which paſſeth away (5). But this cauſe of glorying, will coul 

© ſtand ſaſt for evermore as the moon, and as the faithful ad 

79 witneſs in heaven (c). pedi! 

Can I conclude, without adding a word of admonition and 

44 to the wicked ? Thoſe I mean, who are enemies to the H 
in croſs of Chriſt; who mind earthly things; but neither my 
| hunger nor thirſt after righteouſneſs M ſoul remem- cauti 
5 bers the wormwood and the gall of ſuch a ſtate; and can» let | 
x not but tenJerly pity theſe unhappy people, —Alas ! WF ang 


his angels expect, ere long, to glory in your deſtruction. 4 8 
Thoſe malignant fiends are eying you, as their prey, and « b 
are impatient to begin your torment. Great inexpreſſibly ken, 
great, is your danger. The Lord Almighty open your 


| eyes 
(a) Phil, iii, 8. (b) Hoſ. vi. 4. (e) Pſalm lxxxix.36, 


a 
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eyes to diſcern it ? Nevertheleſs your caſe is not deſ- 

rate. You may yet be delivered, * as a bird out of the 
« ſnare of the fowler.” Look unto the crucified Jeſus. 
I hy does he hang on that bloody tree? V are his hands 
pierced with iron? Hay is his body racked with pain? 


iy his heart torn with anguiſh ? It is for 30, ſinners, 


for you. That blood is pour'd out, to cleanſe you from 
guilt, Thoſe wounds are ſuſtained, to heal your conſci- 
ences. That anguiſh is endured, to obtain reſt for your 
ſouls. In that mangled body * dwells all the fulneſs 
* of the Godhead (/). Great, beyond imagination great, 
is the merit of thoſe ſufferings. Why then, OI why 
will you die? Why will you periſh for ever; who have 
an all-ſuficient propitiation in the croſs of Chriſt, Fly 
to this ſanctuary. Fly, before it be too late. Fly, with- 
out a moment's delay, is an inviolable ſanctuary» 
None ever periſhed, that fled by faith to the compaſſion- 
ate, the divinely compaſhonate Redeemer, His death 
ſhall be a full ſatisfaction for your iniquities. A ſenſe of 


| , his immenſey rich goodneſs ſhall win your affections ; 


ſhall incline (what all the threatnings of damaation 
could never effect), ſhall incline you, to lothe your ſins, 
and to love his ſervice ; ſhall ſmooth your path, and ex- 
pedite your progreſs, to the reigons of immortal honour 
and joy. 

Having now, with great plainneſs of ſpeech, addreſſed 
my brethrer in the miniſtry ; having exhorted believers : 
cautioned the /e{/-righteous 3 and warned the wicked : 
let me commend the whole to your ſerious recollection, 
and to God's gracious benediction. And, O Lord 
© moſt holy! O God moſt mighty ! O holy and mer- 
« cifal Saviour! by thine agony and bloody ſweat — 
« by thy croſs and paſſion” let not the word, now ſpo- 
ken, be in yain in the Lord! Auen, and Amen. 


6 (/) Coloſſ. ii. 9. 


n The 


The enſuing THREE SERMONS were 
preached on PuBBL1ic FAsT-Da xs; 
to which the AUTHoR prefix'd theſe 
following Reaſons for their publicati- 
on, by way of P&EFACE®. 


| / 
8 any one aſt, “ Why does this author publiſh 
his ſermons, when the ſafl is gone and ſorgotten ? ” 
For this very reaſon he publiſhes, that the faſt, though 
gone, may not be forgotten; that ue may remember the 
fins we confeſſed, and the miſeries we deprecated; remem- 
ber the vows of God, which are ſtill upon us; and the 
ſnares of death, which are flill around us. 


Should it be further aſked, * Why does he obtrude him- 
ce ſelf on the publick, when ſo many eminent writers have 
© already made their appearance? Does he bring with him 
« any diſtinguiſhed excellency of compaſition? any ſuperior 
« force of argument, or uncommon delicacy of ſentiment?” 
No ſuch thing. He pretends to nothing refined or extraor- 
dinary ; he affets neither brilliant thought, nor poliſhed 
flile ; equally remote from nice criticiſm, and profound 
learning: his diſcourſes are ſludiouſly plain, and breught 
down to the level of the meaneſt capacity. 

4 What then is his motive? —This is the very truth, 
In ſeveral of the ſermons publiſhed on this occaſion, the one 
thing needful ſeems to be overlooked. Chriſt and his free 
grace, Chriſt and his great ſaluation, are either totally emit- 
ted, or but ſlightly touched. Where theſe are but flightly 
touched, the door of hope and the city of reſuge are ſhewn 


4.4 
Theſe Sermons were firſt publiſhed in Auguſt 1757. 
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as it were through a miſt, dimly and indiſtinctly. We have 
no more that a tranſient glimpſe of the deſireable objects: 
and only fo much light as is ſufficient to bewilder rather 
than dire. ——IWhere they are totally omitted, the 
door of hope is barred, and the city of reſuge withdrawn 
from our view. In this caſe, being without Chriſt, we are 
without conſolation; and may juſtly complain, with the 
mourning prophet, The comforter that ſhould relieve our 
ſouls is far off, | 

Through the following diſc:urſes, a conſtant regard i; 
paid to the redemption which is in Chriſt Jeſus; ts bis all- 
atoning blood, and everlaſling righteouſneſs ; which ate 
the grand means, both of comferting our hearts, and ſancti- 


Hing our nature. Indeed the principal aim of the whole 


2420. <2 


1 
\ 
. 


is, to diſplay the unſcarchable riches of Chriſt, the matel- 
leſs efficacy of his death, and that perfect ſreeneſt with which 
all his invaluable benefits are beſtowed. - To thoſe who 
believe he is precious; and to thiſe who are convinced of 
fin, theſe ſalatury truths will be their own beſt recommen. 
dation. Such readers will excuſe a multitude of blemiſhes, 
provided they find Feſus, who was crucified ; Feſus, who is 
the deſire of all nations; Jeſus, than whom ud other ſoun- 
dation can be laid, either far preſent helineſs or future hap- 
pineſs. 


As theſe ſermons were not preached to gratiſy a curious 


' taſte ; neither are they publiſhed with any fend proſpect of 


reforming a ſinfal nation. Sincerely as the author loves his 
country, ard ardently as le defires the ſalvation of his coun» 
trymen, he is nut fo vainly ſanguine in his expectations, — 
But this he will venture to afjert, that, if ever a refarma- 
tion is produced, it muſt under the influence of the bleſſed 
Spirit, be preduced by the doctrines of free grace, and. ſuſti- 
feation through a Redzemer's righteouſneſs. Till theſe dec- 
trines are generally inculcated, the myſt eloquent harangues 
from the pulpit, or the meſt rorrect diſſertations from the 
ere, will be ns better than a printleſs arrow and a bro- 


ten bow, 
en a This 
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This alſo he will venture to hope, that the diſcourſes may 
here and there meet with ſome poor ſinner, who is ſmitten 


nvith a ſenſe of guilt, and alarmed with apprebenſiont of Þþ 


danger; who deſires nothing ſo much as to find a reſling- 


place, where he may be free ſrom the terrors of conſcience, Þ 
and ſafe in the day of trouble. This freedom and this ſaſe- Þ 
ty are to he found only, are to be found infallibly, in the 
bleſſed Jeſus, and the blood of ſprinkling, If ſuch a reader, 
by the following pages is conducted to this divine ſanctuary, | 


the writer is ſatisfied, is rewarded, enjoys the utmoſt of his 
wiſhes, 

Then, inſtead of ſolliciting the voice of fame, or coveting 
The wreath of honour ; inſtead of giving himſelf any concern 
about the officicus critic ; he will thankfully adore that al- 
mighty hand which confirmeth the word of his ſervant, 
and perſormeth the counſel of his meſſengers +. For, 0! 
how inſipid is the praiſe of men, compared with the exalted 
pleaſure of gloriſying Ged, and edifying an immortal foul ! 
How harmleſs is defamation from a fellow creature, when 
our great Greater ſmiles ; and is pleaſed by weak things, 
and by things that are deſpiſed, to accompliſh the pure 
es of his infinite grace, and everlaſling love! 


+ Ia. xliv, 26, 11 Cor, i. 27, 28. 
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Through ſaith he kept the paſſover, and the ſprinkling of 
blood, left he that deflrazed the firſt-born, ſhould teach 
them, 

F we conſult the hiſtory to which theſe words refer, 

we ſhall find the Iſraelites in a ſtate of great affiiftion. 

The Egyptians oppreſſed them very heavily laid the 

yoke upon them, and made their * lives bitter with hard 

0 N «© bondage,” The miſery of his people God pities, and is 
4 


reſolved to redreſs. Accordingly he ſends Moſes, in the 
quality of ambaſſador, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, demand- 
ing their releaſe. The king molt inſolently replies, Who 


© is the Lord, that I ſhould obey his voice to let Ifracl 
80 
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* go? I know not the Lord, neither will I let Iſrael go.” 
God, to chaſtiſe his inſolence and obſtinacy, inflicts a vari- 
ety of plagues on him and his ſubjects. In contempt of all 
which, Pharaoh hardens his heart perſiſts in his diſobedi- 
ence, and * refuſes to let the people go.'—At laſt, ſays 
the Lord, I will bring one plague more upon Pharaoh, 
and upon Egypt 1, which ſhall infallibly accompliſh my 
purpole, Be their hearts hard as the nether millſtone, 
this ſhall make them feel; be their reſolution ſtubborn as 
an iron ſinew, this ſhall make it bend : © About midnight I 
© will go out into the midſt of Egypt, and all the firſt-born 
jn the land of Egypt ſhall die |,” 

But as the Iſraelites then dwelt in Egypt, how ſhould 
they be ſafe amidſt the general deſolation? The Lord di- 
res Moſes to a method which ſhould effectually ſecure 
the families of Iſrael, while death entered into all the ha- 
bitations of the Egyptians. The method—its execution 
--and ſucceſs are all ſpecified in the text: © By faith 
© Moſes kept the paſſover, and the ſprinkling of blood, 
« leſt he that deſtroyed the firſt- born, ſhould touch them.” 


Where we may obſerve, 
I. A very dreadful danger, intimated by the deſtruction 


of the firſt born, 


II. A method of ſecurity from this danger, effected 
by keeping the paſſover, and the blood of ſprinkling. 

III. The ſucceſs of this method, denoted by the de. 
ſtroyer not ſo much as touching them. 


The good Lord enable us to open and apply the words 
thus divided ! Then we ſhall ſee their ſuitableneſs to the 
preſent occaſion, and, I hope, feel their ſalutary influence 
on our ſouls. | 
I. A very dreadful danger, intimated by the deſtruction 
of the fir/i-born. The Lord had already put his hand to 
the 


t Exod zi. 1, ' Exod, zi. 4, f. 


— n 
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the ſword : it was even now drawn from the ſcabbard, and 
had received a commiſſion to go forth; to go forth that 
very night ; to walk through all the land of Egypt; and to 
be bathed before the morning-light, in the blood of the 
firſt-born ; all the firſt-born, from the baughty king that 
ſat on the throne, even to the ſlave that toiled at the mill, 
and the very ſheep that yeaned in the field. Tremendous, 
as well as inevitable blow ! O, what an alarm will it cre- 
ate, and what affliction will it ſpread ! make every heart 


| ſad, and every houſe a ſcene of mourning ! © There ſhall 


* be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, ſuch as 
© there was none like it, nor ſhall be like it any more }.” 
And is not the preſent time a time of imminent danger? 
Are not the judgments of the Almighty now abroad in the 
world ! Have not earthquakes ſhaken kingdoms, and rent 
the foundations of nature ? have they not ſpread terror 
through our own and diſtant nations ; laid wealthy towns 
and magnificent cities in ruin; and ſwallowed up or de- 
ſiroyed unknown multitudes of our fellow-creatures | 


Is not the ſword of ſlaughter drawn? has not war hung 
out her bloody flag ? are not the flames kindled in Europe 
and America, on the land and on the ocean ? are they 
not gathering ſtrength daily, ſpreading their rage conti- 
nually and threatening to over-run all ? 

If we were evidently ſuperior to our enemies, in num- 
ber and power, in vigilance and unanimity ; yet the e- 
vents of battle are uncertain: * The battle is not always 
to the ſtrong (d).” Succeſs and victory depend upon 2 
hand higher than the arm of fleſh ; Without me, faith the 
Lord, they ſhall bow down under the priſoners, and 
* they ſhall fall under the ſlain (e), 


But are we not at war with one of the moſt potent in- 
fidious, enterpriſing kingdoms in the world ? Is there 
not great reaſon to ſuppoſe, that they will ſoon be * 

y 


I Exod, xi. t. 


(d) Eecl. ix, it, 


(e) If. R. 45 
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by their neighbours the Spaniards ? And if we have been 
worſted by one, how ſhall we contend with their united 
force? Conſidering the ſituation and behaviour of the 
ungrateful Auſtrians, have we not cauſe to ſuſpect the 
junction of a third Popiſh power, again{t our religion 
and liberty? Will not the court of Rome, with all her 
bigotted adherents, urge and inſtigate them to be active 
in this confederacy “? Will they not, at this juncture 
the moſt favourable for the proſecution of their purpoſe, 
that any age has afforded, or their own fanguine zeal can 
deſire - will they not exert their utmoſt ability, to cruſh 
the Proteſtant cauſe, and extirpate the Proteſtant name ? 

Should the enemy make a deſcent upon our iſland, what 
can we expect, but that our iſland be turned into a field 
of blood ? They, who have always been jcalous of our 
power and influence, have now added rage to their jealouſy 
Their reſentment, like the burning fiery furnace, is heat- 
ed ſeven times hotter than uſual. We ſhould certainly 
find. them, as the ſcripture ſpeaks, * a bitter and haſty 
nation (/): and, without the ſpirit of prophecy, may 
venture to declare, Wo be to England, if God ſhould 
now deliver it into the hands of the French, 


Some 


I am informed, that when the Pope heard of the alliance lately 
eftabliſhed between the houſes of Bourbon and Auſtria, firengthened 
by the unexpected acceſſion of Ruſſia, he cried ont, with an air of 
triumph; O admirabile commercium generis humani! © Admirable aſ. 
© ſociation of mankind !* promifing himſelf, I ſuppoſe, from this re- 


 markable turn of affairs, ſuch advantages to the cauſe and intereſts of 


Popery, as exceeded even all his hopes, 


I The French and Auſtrian miniſters, it ſeemt, have long been 
concerting meaſures, to tear up the reformed religion by the roots, 
and not to leave a Proteſtant upon the face of the earth. This exe. 


crable plot is diſcovered by the ſagacity and activity of the king of 


Pruſſia ; is averred and proved in his memorials lately publiſhed, If 
that hero and his army ſhould fall before their enemies, what can 


binder the execution of this horrid deſign? It may puzzle the acuteſt 
politician to aflign any buman means ſufficient to ſtand as a barrier, 
(/, 7 Hab. i. 6. | | 
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Some, perhaps, may cry, © Theſe fears are all chime- 
& rical ; there is no ground for ſuch diſcouraging ſuggeſti- 
ons; we don't queſtion, but we ſhall be a match, and 

ore than a match, for our adverſaries.” ——To this 
conſident boaſting, let not my tongue, but let the courſe 
of events, let the diſpoſals of providence reply. Have 
we, then, been ſuperior in the day of trial? Alas ! have 
we not loſt Minorca? Is not Oſwego gone? a general 
ſlain, and his army cut in pieces ? an Admiral condemned 
to be ſhot to death, and his fleet defeated by an inferior 
number of the enemy's ſhips ? Are not ravayes and depre- 
dations made almoſt continually upon our colonies in A- 
merica, and horrible unheard of cruelties committed by 
the ſavages on the perſons of our fellow-ſubje&s ? What 
have we reaped from the late campaign, but diſappoint» 
ment, loſs, and ſhame ? 

Are not all theſe things apparently againſt us ? Will 
they not diſpirit our men, and embolden our foes ? Will 
they not make our allies backward to come in with their 
ſuccours; and render the powers that ate unengaged, 
afraid to declare themſelves on our fide ; 

All theſe circumſtances conſidered, the det time ap- 
pears to be a time of uncommon danger. Affairs, look 
wherever we will, wear a louring aſpect. Our ſky is 
© black with clouds, and there is the ſound of abun- 
dance of rain (g).“ Judgments ſeem, more than ſeem, 
to be hovering all around us. How ſoon they may fall, 
God only knows ! 


If God indeed were for us, we might truſt, and not be 
afraid; we might look danger in the face, and boldly ſay, 
© Who ſhall be againſt us (Y)? But is this the caſe ? 
Are we * a righteous nation that keepeth the truth (i)?“ 


Is there ſufficient reaſon to believe, that the holy One of 
I Iſrael 


G60 1 Kings xvili. 41. (6) Rom, viii. 31. (i) If, xxvi, 2˙ 
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Iſrael is our defence ?!——Are we not, on the contrary, 
a ſinful generation, a people laden with iniquity ? Is there 
not abundant reaſon to fear, leſt our God ſhould ſay, in 
terrible indignation, They are joined to idols; let 
* them alone (4) ?——In order to determine this point, 


let us examine our ways. Nothing can be more proper 
for a day of humiliation. Are not we like the Egyptians, 
in a {late of great danger, if we conſider, 


I, The /t of our nation. 

II. The judgments of God denounced upon ſuch fins. 
III. The certain execution of thoſe judgments, unleſs 
we fly to the appointed refuge. | 

I. Conſider the fn of our nation. Here I ſhall men- 
tion ſome, and only ſome, of thoſe abominations, which, 
wherever they are found, cannot fail to provoke the eyes 
of God's glory, and render either a perſon or a people 
ripe for his vengeance, 

The Chriſtian Sabbath is an ineſtimable privilege to 
the church of Chriſt ; it is a pledge of Gods diſtinguiſh» 
ing love; it is a happy means of building us up in knows 
ledge, of eſtabliſhing us in faith, and preparing us for 
our everlaſting reſt.— Vet is it not ſhamefully profaned 
m city and in country ? What multitudes waſte it in idle- 
neſs, or ſquander it away in unedifying converſation ; 
making it by far the molt uſeleſs and contemptible day of 
the weck? This they do, even though God ſtrictly 
charges, ſaying, * Remember ye the ſabbath day,” not barely 
to abſtain from your ordinary works, but * to keep it 
* holy (/);* devoting it entirely to holy purpoſes, and 
religious exerciſes. This they do, even tho” God ſolemn- 
ly threatens, ſaying, © If ye will not hearken unto me to 


£ hallow the ſabbath-day ; then will I kindle a fire in your 


6 gates, 


6 Hoſ. iv. 17. 
(/) Exodus xx, 8. 
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4 gates, and it ſhall devour the palaces of Jeruſalem, and 
it ſhall not be quenched (2). 

Is not the name of God great, wonderful, and holy? 
Ought it not to be uſed with the deepeſt veneration, and 
magnified above all things? But is it not audaciouſly diſ- 
honoured, and impiouſly blaſphemed ? diſhonoured by 
cuſtomary and wanton, blaſphemed by falſe and perfidious 
ſwearing ? Has not the molt high God declared, that he 
will in no ways hold ſuch daring wretches puiltleſs ? Yet 
how do thele daring wretches ſwarm, like the locuſts of 
ſociety, in our polluted land? O England, how is thy 
air tainted with this breath of the infernal pit ! how do 
thy ſtreets reſound, moſt horribly reſound, with this lan- 
guage of hell ! And will not the Almighty Lord make thee 


 Know—know, by bitter experience, what that meaneth 


which is ſpoken by his prophet, © Becauſe of ſwearing the 
© Jand mourneth ();“ mourneth under afflicting viſitati- 
ons, and deſolating judgments? 

Is not the ſcripture a ſingular bleſſing ? Ves: It is ce- 
lebrated by the Pſalmiſt, as the ſovereign bleſſing ; that 
which crowns the other inſtances of divine goodneſs : He 
© ſheweth his word unto Jacob, his ſtatutes and ordinances 
e unto Iſrael,” It is alſo celebrated as a moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ing bleſſing, from which multitudes are excluded: He 
© hath not dealt ſo with all nations, neither have the 
* Heathen knowledge of his laws. ().“ Should not then 
the ſcripture be precious to our ſouls ; more precious than 
fine gold ; ſweeter alſo than honey, and the droppings 
of the honey-comb? Should we not exerciſe ourſelves in 
it day and night (y); reading it by day, meditating on it 
by night? Should we not make it the molt delightful ſub- 
ject of our converſation ? talk of it to our children, our 

I 2 | domeſtics, 


() Jer. xvii, 27. 


(=) Jer. xxili. 10. (e) Pial. cxl vii. 19, 20. () Pal. i. 1 
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domeſtics, our neighbours, when we lie down and riſe 


up, when we walk by the way and fit in the houſe (q) ?— 
But where are the perſons who bear ſuch a ſuperlative e- 
ſteem for the Bible ? Where is the company that delights 
to converſe on thoſe oracles of truth ? Where are the pa- 
rents that diligently inſtru their children, and ſeed them 
with the milk of the word? Diverſion of every kind en- 
gages their attention, and the molt trifling impertinence 


employs their tongue] but the Lord's word is inſipid, if 


not irkſome. His word is treated even by Proteſtants as 
the manna was treated by the Iſraclitgs; who had the in- 
gratitude and impudence to ſay, * Our foul loatheth this 
© light bread (7). A plague from the Lord of hoſts was 
the conſequence of their contemptuous treatment of the 
meat that periſheth, Of how much ſorer puniſhment ſhall 
we be thought worthy, who contemn the food which en- 
dureth to everlaſting life ! 

God hath reſerved the unjuſt, ſaith the ſcripture, unto 
the day of judgment, to be puniſhed; © chiefly thoſe who 
c Walk after the fleſh, in the Juſt of uncleanneſs (). Is 
not this iniquity rampant among the inhabitants of Eng- 
land? What lewd pictures are expoſed to view ! what 
filthy writings are ſuffered to ſee the light! fewel for luſt, 
and incentives to debauchery ! What is wit, in our days, 
but either ſome laſcivious hint, or ſome licentious abuſe 
of ſcripture. Are not the wanton entertainments of the 
ſtage, and other ſeminaries of lewdneſs, countenanced, 
ſupported, thronged ! Can you acquit our cities and towns 
of drunkenneſs, revellings, and abominable exceſſes? Are 
not theſe, and all ſorts of filthineſs, found in our ſkirts ? 
If ſo, hear the word of the Lord, and let it fink deep in- 
to every heart: © When I had fed them to the full, they 


then committed adultery, and aſſembled themſelves by 


troops 


(s) Deut. vi. 7. (r) Numb, XX1, 5. (5) 2 Pet. ii. 10. 


and ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as 


. © the Chaldees, who flew their young men with the ſword, 


THE TIME OF DANGER. 65 


© troops in the harlot houſes. They were as fed horſes in 
«© the morning: every one neighed after his neighbour's 
« wife. Shall 1 not viſit for theſe things? ſaith the Lord; 


« this (f)? 

Is not religion, vital religion, very much upon the de- 
cline, even among the ſerious ? Do not. many profeſſors, 
quite deſtitute of the power of godlineſs, content them- 

elves with the mere form ? Whereas, if any, in imitation 
of the firſt believers, and the firſt preachers, are alive to 
God, and zealous for the Lord of hoſts ; theſe perſons, 
iaſtead of being encouraged, are oppoſed ; inſtead of be- 
ing eſteemed, are reproached. Of ſuch perſons even the 
malignant ſpirit could bear witneſs, © Theſe men are the ſer- 
* yants of the moſt high God, who ſhew unto us the way of 
* ſalvation (42). But among us, who call ourſelves Chriſti- 
ans, who pigue ourſelves upon being the pureſt church in 
Chriſtendom ; among us ſuch perſons are deemed the vi- 
ſionaries of the age, the diſturbers of ſociety, the men 
that would * turn the world uplide down (*).“ The mi- 
niſters who are moſt faithful, and the people who are 
molt exemplary, are a deriſion and a by-word among 
their neighbours. Thus, in Iſracl, they mocked the 
meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed his words, and miſuſed 
© his prophets,” But it was to the confuſion of thoſe 
ſcoffers, and the ruin of their country: For the wrath 
of the Lord aroſe againſt his people, till there was no 
* remedy. Therefore he brought upon them the king of 
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in the houſe of their ſanctuary; and had no compaſſion 
© upon young men or maiden, old man, or him that 
* [looped for age (5). 
Are we not abandoned to a ſpirit of carnal confidence ? 
When do we diſcover any reliance on the Almighty, 
or 


(e) Jer. v. 7, 8, 9. (z) Acts xvii 17% (x) Aft xvii, 6. 
(y) 2 Chron, xxxyi, 16, 17, 
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or aſcribe any of our ſuccels to his gracious interpoſition ? ? 
It is not God, but our ſword, that ſhall help us. Or, if 
any unſeen power is acknowledged, it is not the Lord of 
hoſts, but good fortune, One would almolt imagine, that 
we were aſhamed of a heavenly ally; and thought it a diſ- 
grace, to own ourſelves dependent on Omnipotence, Is 
not ſuch a temper a national infatuation, and the harbin- 
ger of national judgments ? Zedekiah, and the men of 
Judab, forgot or neglected the rock of their ſalvation, 
and made Pharaoh's army their confidence. But ſee what 
was the iſſue; or hear it from the mouth of him who ſul- 


filleth the word of his ſervants: © Though ye had ſmitten 
the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight againſt you, 


© and there remained but wounded men among them, yet 
© ſhould they riſe up every man in his tent, and burn this 
C city with fire (2). 

Should you, ſay this is a falſe charge: Have we not this 
very day, publickly acknowledged, That, without the di- 


% vine aid, the wiſclt counſels of frail men, and the mul- 
« titude of an hoſt, and all the inliruments of war, are 


& but weak and vain?“ Have we not likewiſe expreſsly 
declared, That, “not confiding in the ſplendor of any 
« thing that is great, or the ſtability of any thing that is 
* ſtrong here below, we do molt humbly flee to the Lord 
& for ſuccour, and put our truſt under the ſhadow of his 
« wings*?” I would to God we believed that acknow- 


ledgment, and acted conformably to this declaration. We 


ſhould then be very diligent to propagate religion among 
our ſoldiers and ſailors ; we ſhould ſeek for ſuch officers 
and commanders as are men ſearing God; we ſhould be 
as deſirous to eltabliſh our troops in godlineſs, as to train 
them up in military difcipline, But is it thus with our 
army ? is it thus with our navy; Viſit a man of war. 

1 You 


(2) Jer. xxx vii. 10. 
® The form of prayer appointed for the faſt. 
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You will think yourſelf not in one of the bulwarks of our 
ifland, but in a little hell, Obſerve the gentlemen of the 
word, Concerning the generality of them, you will have 
reaſon to aſk, Are theſe Chriftians ? Are they not incar- 
nate devils“? And can we expect, that the infinitely 
pure God will go forth with ſuch hoſts ? Will he not ra» 
ther become their enemy, and fight againſt them (a) ? 

© What ignorance prevails, eſpecially among the lower 
ranks of people? The groffeſt ignorance of themſelves 
and of God our Saviour; the gtoſſeſt ignorance of grace 
and ſalvation by a Redeemer's righteouſneſs ; the groſſeſt 
ignorance of the very firſt principles of our holy religion. 
To do evil, they are wiſe: but to do good; to believe 
in Jeſus Chriſt ; to love and glorify him who bought ſin- 
ners with his blood; to do all, to do any of this, they 
have no knowledge. And is it a ſmall matter to be thus 
children of darkneſs? Is not the foul alienated from the 
life of God through ignorance (5) ? Does not this dif- 
pleaſe the moſt high God and provoke the holy One 
of Iſrael ? Let his own word determine; It is a people 
of no underſtanding : therefore he that made them, will 
© not have mercy on them; and he that formed them, 
© will ſhew them no favour (c).“ Are theſe impotent me- 
naces ? made only to be contemned ? Then we may diſ- 
miſs our fears. But if they are the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever; then we have reaſon to cry, 
What will become of England?“ 


In 


Does this ſound harſh? or will any other part of the charge ad- 
vanced in theſe diſcourſes prove offenſive ?---I am forty there ſhould 
be any occaſion for ſuch language. But I dare not retract it; I muſt 
not ſoften it; no, nor apologize for it. Thus much, however, I 
will ſay, borrowing the words of Job, © If it be not fo now, let ex- 
© perience make me a liar, and, in this caſe, make my ſpeech not hing 
worth,“ Job. xxiv. 25. Deſirous as I am of ſpeaking truth, here 1 
ſhall rejoice to be convicted of falſehood. 

(a) 1a, Ixiii, zo, (6) Eph, iv, 16. (e) Iſa. xxvii, 12. 
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In a word, religion, both as to knowledge and practice, 
was never at ſo low an ebb ſince the reformation took 
place nor luxury, and immorality of every kind, at ſuch 
an enormous height. Where now are our rulers ? 
Are they zealous for God, and valiant for the truth ? 
Have they courage to ſtem the torrent, or to oppoſe the 
overflowings of ungodlineſs ? Where are the grandees 
and magiſtrates? Warm with generous indignation, do 
they ſnatch the ſpear; and like the gallant Phinchas, 
ſmite through the loins of iniquity ? Alas! have not 
our great men * altogether broken the yoke, and burſt 
the bonds (4) ? Are they not, generally ſpeaking, the 
ringleaders in tranſpreſſion ; as eminent for their contempt 
of God, as for the affluence of their circumſtances ? © Yea, 
« the hand of the princes and rulers hath been chief in 
the ſeveral treſpaſſes (e). But will that dignity which 
they have abuſed, will that authority which was lent them 
for better purpoſes ; will thoſe diſtinctions be a ſecurity 
to them or their country, in the day of viſitation ? 
Hear what the righteous Lord ſays, who is higher than 
the bigheſt, and able to execute all his decrees: * It is 
* the ſword of the great men that are ſlain, which enter- 
eth into their privy chambers. I have ſet the point of 
© the ſword againſt all their gates, that their hearts 
© may faint, and their ruins be multiplied (/).“ Gates, 
be they ever ſo ſtrongly fortified, or ever fo carefully 
guarded, are no fence againſt the point of Jehovah's 
ſword. And if fin is ſuffered to enter, judgments will 
aſſuredly follow. Judgments will follow even the moſt 
powerful and wealthy ſinners ; will purſue them like an 
eager blood-hound : will haunt them like a diſmal ghoſt ; 
will force a way into their palaces, nay, into their cloſeſt 
retirement; and never remit the chaſe, till ſainting of 

heart 


7 Ezek. xxi. 14, 15. 


| (#) Ezra ix. 2. 


(4) Jer. v. 5. 


„ eee. 


* 


— — — — — — 
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heart ends in multiplied ruin; in the ruin of themſelves 
their families, their country. 

Amidſt all theſe crying evils, are we not preſumptuouſ- 
ly ſecure ? Is there not a deplorable ſpirit of ſtupidity, 
which blinds our eyes, and renders our hearts inſenſible 
Searce any one lays theſe miſeries and dangers to heart. 
who mourneth for the abominations of the land ? who 
ſtirreth up himſelf to call upon God, if ſo be he may yet 
be intreated, and have mercy upon Zion? Are we not 
too much like the intoxicated ſinners of the old world? 
© They eat they drank ; they bought, they ſold ; they 
© planted, they builded ;' they gave themſelves wholly 


up to ſenſual gratifications and inferior cares; diſregard- 


ing all the admonitions of Noah, and all the tokens of 
impending vengeance ; till the divine long-ſuffering ceaſed 
the univerſal flood came, and, with irreſiſtible violence, 
ſwept them all away (g) - Are we not in the condition of 
thoſe ſupine ſenſeleſs people ſpoken of by the prophet Ze- 
phaniah ? © It ſhall come to paſs at that day, that 1 will 
© ſearch Jeruſalem with candles. and puniſh the men that 
care ſettled upon their lees; that ſay in their heart, The 
© Lord will not do good, neither will he do evil.” And 
may we not juſtly expect their awful doom? Therefore 
© their goods ſhall become a booty, and their houſes a de- 
* ſolation. Their blood ſhall be poured out as duſt, and 
© theic fleſh as the dung. Neither their ſilver nor their 


gold ſhall be able to deliver them in the day of the Lord's 


© wrath 
K 
(e) Luke xvii. 27. 


Tremendous threat'ning ! Black as night, it fand, 
Fierce as ten furies, terrible as bell, ö 
And ſhakes a dreadful dart; Milton, 
Even the dart of divine indignation over a guilty land. Yet who is 
awakened from a ſtate of indolence? who is induced to watch and 
pray ? who falls down at the feet of Jehovah, though they ſee his 
wrath enkindling, and hear his terrors Cenounced ? 
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© wrath, but the whole land ſhall be Cevoured by _ fire 
of his jealouſy “. | 

As a further aggravation of our crimes, have we not 
been incorrigible, amidſt the moſt compulſive and the 
molt winning motives to amendment? —— We have been 
viſited with a contagious diſtemper among our catile ; 
which, we were apprehenſive, might have introduced a 
plague among the human race. From this fear we have 
been delivered. But are we delivered from our evil works, 
And have we renounced all ungodlineſs ? —— Retellicn 
broke out in eur i{land, and threatened to overthrow our 
Proteſtant government, and deprive us of our reformed 
religion; tbreat'ned to deprive us of our liberty and its 
privileges, of our peace and its comforts. This ſtorm al- 
ſo was ſoon blown over, and tranquillity reſtored to our 


land. But did we return every one to the Lord our God, 
who dealt ſo. gracioully with us? Earthquakes have 


ſhattered other kingdoms ; have deſtioyed other cities 3 
while they only admoniſhed, not injured us and ours* 
Has this goodneſs, this diſtinguiſhing goodneſs of God, 
led us to repentance ? Were we not lately preſerved 
from the molt calamitous of all temporal loſſes ? from 
loſing the precious fruits of the earth? When, the corn 
was ripe, and ready for the fickle, who can forget the 
louring ſky and the deſcending rains, which held back the 
huſbandman's hand, and forbade the gathering? A few 
more days of ſuch unſeaſonable weather had inevitably 
ſpoiled the produce of the ground, and deltroyed the ſtatf 
of life. But divine providence, at the hour of need, re- 
{trained the immoderate ſhowers, bid the ſun ſhine forth 
with peculiar brighineſs, and gave us the expected weeks 
of the harveſt; thus reſcuing us from famine, perhaps 
from peſtilence, probably from mutiny, certainly from a 
train of evils, the particulars of which we cannot ſo much 
as imagine, But is there not too much ground for the 
complaint, ſo pupetically urged, and ſo frequently re- 

pected 


Ze ph. i, 12, e. 


— 


— — 


THE TIME OF DANGER. 57. 
peated by the prophet. © Though I have done all this 
for you, yet have ye not returned unto mer ſaith the 
Lord (4) ? 

Behold, now, the ſtate of our nation. Onur ſins a- 
bound, and are grown up to heaven —— ſins of every» 
even the molt horrid kind ——ſfins among all ranks, from 
the highelt to the loweſt. In our ſins we perſiſt, tho? 
wooed, as it were, with the choiceſt mercies; though 
made to ſmart under various judgments ; though threaten- 
ed with far more afflitive viſitations. And will the 
great, the mighty, the terrible God, always bear with 
ſuch a people? Will he receive the moſt horrible indigni- 
ties, and ſtill. (till refrain himſelf? Surely he will awake 
as one out of ſleep ! ſurely he will ſay, with a determin- 
ed indignation, * Ah, I will caſe me of mine adverſaries, 
© and avenge me of mine enemies (z) !' Has he not e- 


vidently begun to ſhew us terrible things in righteouſneſs ? 
And what, O! what may the end of theſe things be! 


bow doleſul, how deſtruQtive ! unleſs ſovereign grace in- 
terpoſe, bringing us, by faith in the Son of God, to un- 
feigned repentance, and newnels of life, Some notion 
we may form concerning the cad of theſe things, by un- 
ſolding the ſecond point. 

2, The judgments of God denounced on ſuch fins. 
Where ſuch iniquities prevail, we might naturally con- 
clude, that the divine indignation is awakened, and the 
divine vengeance lingereth not. Is there a God? does 
he behold the children of men ? is his nature infinitely 
pure and holy 2 Surely then he cannot, he will not ſuffer 
the moſt outragious violations of his ſublime periefions 
to paſs unpuniſhed.— Thus we might argue ſrom the 
nature of God; this we might conjecture from the aſpect 
of things. But we have a more ſure word of prophecy, 
In this word, * the wrath of Gad is revealed againſt all 
© ungollineſs, and unrighteouſneſs of men (0). And lee ! 

K 2 in 


(b) Amos iv, 6, e, 9, 10, 11. (i) II. i. 24. ( Rom. 1. 3% 
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in what flaming colours, by what frightful images, this 


wrath is repreſented, theſe judgments are deſcribed. 


They are likened to a lion rending his prey. The 
Lord had been © unto Ephraim as a moth, and to the 


© houſe of Judah as a worm.“ He had inflicted milder 


judgments, rebuking them gradually, and with-holding 
inferior comforts. His judgments were like a moth fret- 
ting the garment, or like a worm corroding the wood. 
In both which caſes, the conſumption ereeps, as it were ; 


the waſting proceeds ſilently and flowly. Thus the chaſ- 


tiling Jehovah acted; giving the people ſpace for recol- 

Jeftion, and looking far repentance. But no repentance 
| was produced: they continued irreclaimable, adding fin 
to fin. Then ſays the Lord, I will be unto Ephraim as 
© a lion” which all fierce and ravenous, ruſhes upon a 
lonely traveller, I will now come forth as an incenſed 
and irreſiſtible adverſary, and be * as a roaring lion to 


the houſe of judah.“ I, even I, who am omnipoten', 


will tear, will deſtroy them with a mighty hand ; and go 
away, ſatiated with ſlaughter and vengeance, I will take 


away both prince and people; I will take away their very 
place and nation; and none ſhall have power to effect, or 
courage to attempt a reſcue (/). If God do thus to per- 
verſe and incorrigible Judah, why ſhould we imagine, 
that he will deal atherwiſe with perverſe and incorrigible 
England ? 


They are deſcribed by a flood. Now therefore, be- 
hold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the 
river, ſtrong and many, even the king of Aſſyria, and 
© all his glory: and he ſhall come up over all his chan» 
£ nels, and go over all his banks. And he ſhall paſs thro” 
Judah, he ſhall overflow and go over, he ſhall reach 
c even to the neck, and the (ſtretching out of his wings 


5 ſhall fill the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel (72). 
The 


(t) Hof, v. I2, 14. 


(u) II. vili. 7, K. 
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The King of Aſſyria and his army, determined to in- 
yade Judah, are ſigniſied by the waters of the river. Theſe 
the Lord bringeth up, over-ruling the purpoſes of ambi- 
tious princes, and making even their wicked deligns ſub- 
lervient to his holy will, —They are, like the waters of 
an immenſe flood, ſtrong and many; their multitude in- 
numerable, and their force unconquerable : for they ſhall 
come with all their glory, with their choicelt troops, theic 
ableſt commanders, and their whole warlike artillery, 
He ſhall come up over all his channels, and go over all 
© his banks ;* from all parts of his vaſt dominion, his 
troops ſhall be aſſembled ; each province ſhall be drained 
of its braveit inhabitants; and all unite to render this ex- 
pedition one of the molt formidable that ever was under» 
taken. * He ſhall paſs through Judah ;* not only make 
iaroads upon the frontiers: but pulh his way through the 
country, and penetrate the very heart of the kingdom, 
He ſhall overflow ;* ſpread terror and deſolation on e- 
very ſide, and every quarter, He ſhall go over villages, 
towns Cities, tribes; and bear down all before him. 
He ſhall reach even to the neck ;* his ravages thall ex- 
tend even to the royal city, to the very gates of the me- 


tropolis; threatening deſtruction to the palace of the king, 
and the walls of the temple, * The ſtretching oat of his 
6 wings,” the ſeveral detachments and parties of his vic- 


torious army, ſhall fill the breadth of the land with hay» 
vock, ſlaughter and ruin; even of thy Id, O Imma- 
nuel.“ Their relation to thee ſhall procure no favour, 
ſhall afford no protection, They have diſhonoured that 
goodly name wherewith they were called : therefore thar 
goodly name ſnall no longer ſtand in the breach, but pour 
itſelf with the torrent, and render it irreſiſt ible. Such 
an innudation of judgments, ſo terrible, ſo deltructive, 
have not we deſerved, may not we expect? | 

Theſe judgments are compared to fire; and to the 


fercelt of fires, that which glows in a furnace. The 
6 houſe 
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* houſe of Iſrael is to me become droſs, all they are braſs, 
and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midſt of the fur- 
nace they are even the droſs of ſilver. Therefore thus 
« faith the Lord God, Becauſe ye are all become droſs, 
« behold therefore I will gather you into the midſt of je- 
© ruſalem. As they gather filver, and braſs, and iron, 
© and lead, and tin into the raid;t of the furnace, to blow 
* the fire upon it, to melt it; ſo will I gather you in 
mine anger, and in my fury, and I will leave you there, 


and melt you. Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon 


* you in the fire of my wrath, and ye ſhall be melted in 
the midſt thereof ().“ Aſtoniſhing words ! And they 
are doubled ! they are redoubled ! in order to alarm the 
inſenſible ſinners ; as the ſword, by being brandiſhed in 
many a dread:ul circle over the criminal's head, ſtrikes 
terror into his apprehenſions, before it does the work of 
vengeance on his heart. This generation is become braſs, 
impudent in their wickedneſs, They have a whore's 
ſore- head; they cannot bluſh at their iniquities, but glory 
in their ſhame. —They are //z; a degenerate race, chil- 
dren that are corrupters ; they have forſaken the good old 
way, and {werved from the example of their fathers. — 
With regard to hardneſs of heart, they are as iron; im- 


peniteat amidſt all their guilt, obſtinately tenacious of 
their vices, and not.to be wrought upon by any addreſſes, 


not to be reclaimed by any expedients.—In another re- 
ſpe, they are as lead; (ſtupid and ſottiſh ; pliable to 
evil, but for any good purpoſe unmeet ; to every good 
work reprobate.—Becauſe they are ſo exceedingly ſinful, 
they ſhall be overtaken by God's anger, and ſurrounded 
by bis fury; as metals caſt into the midſt of a furnace, 
are ſurrounded with the raging heat. The flame of this 
wrath ſhall be blown, as with a vehement wind, to its 
utmoſt height. In this furnace they ſhall be left, to this 

wrath 


(* Ezck, xxli. 18, 19, 20, 21. 


—  ——— — 
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fs, wrath they ſhall be abandoned ; till, by a complication 

ar- of afflictions, reſembling the complication of their vices, 

us they are overcome, ſubdued, and even melted ; ſo melt- 

ſs, | ed, as to be either purged from'the drols of their iniqui* 

e- ties, or elſe blended together in one promiſcuous ruin. 1 
n, | Theſe judgments are deſcribed by the terrible repreſen- | 
* tation of an end; an end of affluence and proſperity, of | 

in which we have gloried; an end of power and ſtrength, 1 
e, in which we have truſted; an end of all national bleſſings, 

2 which we have not improved to God's honour, but turn. 

in ed into licentiouſneſs. Thus ſaith the Lord God, An 

* end, the end is come upon the ſour corners of the land. 

* © The ſword is without, and the peſtilence and the fa- 

"= mine within: he that is in the held ſhall die with the 

* * ſword ; and he that is in the city, famine and peſtilence 

f * ſhall devour him (2).“ For this we have been ripening, 

's by an unintermitted courſe of ungodlineſs and iniquity. 

- And what can be expected by an impenitent people, ha- 

* ting to be reformed ? what, but that judgments, which 

|= have long been ſuſpended, ſnould at laſt be inflifted ? 

4 * An end is come. -=It is come upon the land.“ It is a 

on national viſitation ; not confined to a part, but extending. 
* to the whole kingdom, — Upon the four corners of the | 

f land. No place ſhall be exempt, nothing ſecure ; nei- 

, ther that which ſeems to be moſt ſecret, nor that which 


lies moſt remote. The vengeance is univerſal and ine- 


s vitable.— The executioners of this vengeance take their 

ſtand within and without, at home and abroad; ſo that 

ö to fly from one, is only to fall into the bands of another, 
| He that is in the field,” ſhall find no way to eſcape, i 


but © ſhall die with the ſword ; he that is in the city,“ 
| fhall obtain no protection, but * famine and peſtilence 
| * ſhall devour him,” Every city ſhall be a laughter houſe» 
| 


and every field a field of blood, In city and country fin 
has 


4.) Ezck, vii, 2. 15, 
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bas prodigiouſly abounded ; therefore in city and country 
defolation ſhall be made, deaths ſhall be multiplied, miſe- 
ries ſhall abound. 


Theſe are ſome of the images by which the judgments 
and the wrath of God are repreſented in the ſcriptures, 
But when all images are uſed, when fancy itſelf is exhauſt- 
ed, we may truly cry out, with the Plalmiſt, « Who 
« knoweth the power of thine anger (/)?“ If God whet 
bis glittering ſword, and his hand take hold on judgment, 
what can withſtand it, or who can ſa{tain it? It his wrath 
be kindled, yea but a little, it ſhail conſume the earth 
* with her 3 it ſhall ſet on fire the foundations of 
© the mountains, and burn to the loweſt hell (57). 

- Leſt you ſhould begin to ſay within yourſelves, Theſe 
threat nings are applicable only to the Jews; 1 proceed to 
ſhew. 

3. The certain execution of theſe, or ſome ſuch judg- 
ments on us, unleſs we fly to the appointed refuge. 

| God is an infinite fpeaker, In his word he addreſſes 
himſelf to all generations of men, and to every individu:1 
of the human kind, where his holy revelation is made. It 


is therefore a certain rule, That when any people enligh- 


tened by the glorious goſpel, become, like Jeruſalem, 
univerſally and incorrigibly corrupt, they do, in Jeruſa- 
Jem's doom, read their own. 
God is the fame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. He 
remembereth his threatenings, as well as his promiſes, to 
a thouſand generations. Whatſoever, of either kind, hap- 
pened to our forefathers, * happened to them, as en- 
* ſamples to us; and whatſoever was written aforetime 
* was written for our learning.“ Obſerve, it was written, 
not for our amuſement, hut * for ovr learning and hes 


« nition (7); that we may, as in a mirror, ſee our own 
picture, — leurn our own deſtiny, als 


Is 


(p) Plal. xc, 11. (7) x Cor, x. 11. 


(2) Deut. XXXII. 22. 
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Is it not in a manner neceſſary, for the manifeſtation 
of God's inflexible juſtice, and his unalterable hatred of 
ſin, that judgments ſhould take their courſe, when ini- 
quity rears its head, and refuſes to be controlled? At 
ſuch a juncture does not every one of the divine attributes 
cry aloud, * O Lord God to whom vengeance belongeth; 
© thou God to whom vengeance belongeth, ſhew thylelt ? 
—And how can the juſtice of God, with regard to a wick- 
ed nation, be ſhewn, but by executing his vengeance up- 
on them in temporal calamities ? 

Conſider, firs, the very eſſence of political communi- 
ties is temporal, purely temporal. It has no exiſtence 
but in this world. Hereafter, ſinners will be judged and 
puniſhed ſingly, and in a perſonal capacity only. How 
then ſhall he that © is Ruler among the nations,” maintain 
the dignity of his government over the kingdoms of the 
earth, but by inflicting national puniſhments for national 
provocations; and, for final impenitence, total deſtruc- 
tion? | | 

Beſides, has not the Lord always acted in this manner? 


Go back to the generations of old. Contemplate Sodom 


and Gomorrah, and the cities about them; well watered 
every where, even as the garden of the Lord. Yet * this 
© fruitful land is made barren,” theſe populous cities are 
turned into aſhes, © for the wickedneſs of them that dwelt 
« therein (-).;* for their pride and idleneſs ; for their vo- 
luptuous and wanton indulgencies. * For which things 
© ſake, the wrath of God,” not only has come, in former 
apes, and in diſtant natiens, but in every age cometh, 
and in every nation will come, upon the children of diſ- 
© obedience (7). 

Paſs over to Babylon, the grandeſt city that the ſan e- 
ver beheld ; which ſet calamity at defiance, ſaying in her 
heart, I ſhall be a lady for ever ().“ How is ſhe ſal- 

L len! 


(s) Plal, cvii. 34. (:) Col, iii, c. (% If. xvii. 7. 
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len ! © ſwept with the beſom of deſtruction (x)!* not {6 
much as a trace or ſootſtep of her ancient glory left ! And 
ſhall we be ſafe, when thoſe very iniquities prevail among 
us, which razed the foundations of the Babylonian me- 


tropolis, and overthrew the magnificence of the Babyloni- 
an monarchy ? 


Take a view of Conſtantinople, once the moſt flowriſh- 
ing Chriſtian city in the world; where the firſt Chriſtian 
emperor filled the throne, and Chryſoſtom, that great 
Chriſtian orator the pulpit. Then it was gloriouſly en- 
Iightened with the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt ; grace and 
truth dwelt in it; and the bcauties of holinefs adorned it: 
but now the candleſtick is removed; it is now given up 
to infidelity and barbarity ; js now full of darknefs, and 
cruel habitations. 


* 


Come hither then, ye careleſs ones, and fee what de- 
ſolation ſin has made in the earth. On account of ſin 
Sodom was conſumed, as in a moment; Babylon is totally 
deſtroyed *; Conſtantinople has loſt her glory. And have 

| we 

(x) If. xiv. 23: 

Will any, raiſed in their own conceit above the vulgar level, ne- 


gle theſe admonitions with a ſmile of diſdain ? Becauſe they can aſ- 
fign the ſecondl cauſes of ſome ſuch evils as have been deſcribed, wi 


they therefore quiet their ſpirits, amidit the alarming proſpect of 


judgments from heaven ?-- They have heard, I make no doubt, that 
a midnight-debauch in Babylon, and a popular ſedition in Jeruſalem, 
left the gates of the former open to Cyrus, and the walls of the lat- 
ter without defence to Veſpaſian. Perhaps they will ſappoſe, that 
vhe overthrow of Sodom was occaſioned by the ſhock of an earthquake, 
and that the fire from heaven was produced by ſulphurous exhalation*, 
Be the premiſes ever ſo certain, is there any thing rational in the 
concluſion ? Is not what we term the courſe of nature the inceſſant 
2dminiftration of Providence? Are not many of its ordinary appear- 
ances very evident indications of a righteous and holy governments 
unalterably determined to puniſh ſin? The poverty and ignominy of 
the lazy vegabond, the diſeaſes of the debauchee, and the diſtreſſes of 
the ſpendthrift; are theſe leſs manifeſt ſigns of divine diſpleaſure, 
becauſe they are the immediate effects of an evil conduct? Are they 
no? 


in 
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we a licence to fin with impunity ? are our ſins leſs hai- 
nous than thoſe of other people ? Quite the reverſe. Con- 
ſidering the many bleſſings which we enjoyed as a nation; 
the many deliverances we have enjoyed as a Proteſtant 
nation ; the numberleſs advantages for relipious knowledge 
and religious practice, which we both have enjoyed, and 


do enjoy, above all the nations on earth ;—conſidering 


theſe circumſtances, our wickedneſs is bighly aggravated ; 
it admits of no excuſe ; it exceeds the abominable practices 
of the hcathens. What then can prevent our ruin? 


Will you reply, We faſt, and humble ourſelves be- 
« fore the Lord? -I aſk, Do we faſt from fin ? are our 
faſt days the beginning of a goſpel reſormation ? when we 
abſtain from our daily bread, do we turn by faith to Jeſus 
Chriſt ? that, * cating his fleſh and drinking his blood, 
we may live thro” him (z);* live in holineſs here, and 
live in glory hereafter, by applying his immaculate riph- 
teouſneſs to our ſouls ? —It this is the caſe, we may en- 
tertain reviving hopes. The ſcripture ſpeaks good words, 
and comfortable words, to ſuch people, be their condition 
ever ſo vile, or their guilt ever ſo great—But alas! are 
we not juſt the ſame perſons the day after our faſt, as we 
were before ? as vain in our converſation, and as forget- 
ful of God? as ſond of folly, and as negligent of divine 


grace? as mad upon our idols, of carnal gratification, 
L 2 and 


not as certainly the judicial, the pœral, as they are the natural con- 
ſequences of vice ? 

Let thoſe, therefore, who fear not judgments, compare cauſes and 
events. If indolence, avarice, and venality; if pleaſure, Juxurys 
and prodigality ; if youth without principles, tradeſmen without ho- 
neſt, and nobles without honour ; if theſe are allowed to be either 
provoking immoralities, or fatal ſymptoms ; I fear the ruin of Eng- 
land cannot be far off. God almighty grant we miniſters may not 
accelerate the fall of our country, by neglecting to warn every man, 
and exhort every man, to receive the ſalvation of Chriſt, ang ßer 
from the wrath to come. 


O) John vi. 56, 57. 
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and worldly gain? ff fo, our ſaſts are not an acceptable, of re 
no, nor a reaſonable ſervice; but a mere mockery of the leſs 
, omniſcient Majeſty ? May he not juſtly uſe that upbraid- 1 . 
| ing expoſtulation, © Will ye ſteal, and commit adultery, 1 abo 
. c and ſwear falſely, and walk after other gods,” ſerving, L 
not the Lord Jehovab, but divers luſts and pleaſures; mar 
and then, with hypocritical devotion, © ſtand before me gap 

© in this houſe, which is called by my name (3)? ast 


„ Hiver us. The ſon of Sirach exhorts vs to ſhut up 
* alms in our ſtorchouſes; and aſſures us, that they ſhall 
& fight for us againſt our enemies, better than a mighty A 


Perhaps, you are ready to alledge, “ Our alms will de- 5 
J 


* —— * * 
o ” — = 


1 « ſhield and ſtrong ſpear (a). And when was there a *th 
1 * greater flow of beneficence obſervable in our own, or An 
| [ c in any land? What ſums have been given to the poor and 
| | «« during this ſevere ſeaſon of cold and ſcarcity ! What ceſl 
5 hoſpitals of various forts, and other charitable ſounda- we! 
4 « tions, have. been ſet on foot, and are ſupported thro' hal 
WT © the kingdom?” ”——Let us beware, brethren, leſt &# a1 
4 thoſe very things which we look upon as our recommen- far 
* dation, ſhould prove an offence. If our aims proceed hac 
4 not from faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and an unſeigned zeal for, he: 
12 the glory of God; if they are not accompanied with a pre 
il ſpirit of love to his name, and with a courſe of obedience 4 t. 
to his eommands : hear what the Lord himſelf ſays con- «} 
cerning ſuch works ; ſee what a figure they make in his | 
ſight; and then judge whether they are likely to be a ſe- de 
curity to our land: I hate, I diſpiſe your ſeaſt · days, tic 
and 1 will not ſmell in your ſolemn aſſemblies. Tho' de 
© ye offer me burnt-offerings and your meat- offerings, I ed 
« will not accept them ; neither will I regard the peace- thi 
« offerings of your fat beaſts, Take thou away from me fo 


© the noiſe of thy ſongs, for I will not hear the melody 
© of thy viols.“ Hymns of praiſe, you ſee, are no other 
than a noiſe in the Lord's ear; the moſt coſtly ſervices 


14 


(2) Jer. vii. 9, 10. (4) Ecclus xxix, 12, 13. 


THE TIME OF DANGER. or- 


le, of religion are no better than a ſmoke in his noſtrils ; un- 1 
the leſs judgment, and the love of God, run down as a ris | 
d- ver; unleſs righteouſneſs, and the faith of Chrilt, 

ry, | abound as a mighty ſtream (5),” 
ng, Do you ſtill conceit yourſelves, that becauſe there are 
WY many righteous perſons remaining, they will {tand in the b 
me gap; they will turn away the anger of the Lord; and be 


as the chariots of Iſrael, and the horſemen of Iſrael, to 

de- our endangered ſtate ? —— Hear what a charge the ſupreme 
\yeborat gave to his prophet, when the provocations of 

Nrael were riſen to a very high pitch: © Pray not thou for 


ty this pepple, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, uci. 
a © ther make interceſſion to me; for I will not hear thee (c). 
or Amazing and awful prohibition ! Yet it is repeated again 
or and again (4). God's profeſſing people may, by their ex- 
at ceſſive wickedneſs, become fo inſufferably loathſome, that 
la- were the preateſt ſaints to make ſupplication in their be- 
0 half, they ſhould not prevail. Though Noah, Daniel, 
lt and Job,” men mighty in prayer, and zealous for the wel. 
ns fare of their ncighbours; though theſe three men,” who 
ed had each by his ſingle interceſſion procured bleſſings from 
r, heaven, were uniting their petitions in the midſt of this 
a profligate generation; * as I live, ſaith the Lord God, 
ce 4 they ſhall deliver neither ſons nor daughters; they only 
n- © ſhall be delivered, but the land ſhall be deſolate (). 
is The land ſhall be deſolate.— Doleful ſound ! diſmal 
* decree! And has it not long ago been carried into execu- 
* tion? Was not Jeruſalem ploughed as a ſield, and trod- 
0 den down by the Gentiles ? Are not the inhabitants root- 
1 ed out of their dwellings, and ſcattered to all the ends of 
* the earth? while their country is given up for a prey and 
= for a poſſeſſion to ſtrangers, to inſidels, to Turks. 
y Perhaps, you will ſay, The Jews crucilicd the Une 
; | 0 
3 
f (5) Amos v. 21, 22, 23, 24. (e) Jer. vii. 1. (4 Jer. xl. 


14. and xix, 11, (e) Ezek. xiv 10. 
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ol glory, and rejected his goſpel: therefore wrath came ledg 
A upon them to the uttermoſt.— And are we innocent in be h 
4 this reſpect? Are not we verily, are not we greatly guilty, that 
i concerning this thing ? Is Chrilt received into the hearts tion 
bl. of men, with deep adoration of his perſon, as Immanuel, nah. 
Hod with us? Do they glory and delight themſclves in | up 
+ his complete redemption, as finiſhed by the great God and 7 
© our Saviour? Do they confide in him alone for their juſti- « thi 


fication, as an infinite ſurety, and as Jehovah our righte- 


c 
1 ouſneſs? Do they depend upon him alone ſor their ſancti- = 
. fication, as Jeſus who ſaves bis people from their ſins, and ſelf 
. ſanctifſies them through his blood? Do they count all gui 
'Y things but dung for the excellency of Chriſt, and his in- ber 
| by comprehenſible merit? Alas! is not his goſpel, though his 
j the light of the world, diſregarded and deſpiſed ? Is not gen 
. his name, though a name above every name, derided and 0 
1 blaſphemed? Are not the influences of his eternal Spirit, 8 
4 though the very life of our ſouls, exploded and ridiculed ? 3 
They who would exalt the Saviour, would make every 
4 ſheaf bow down to the Redcemer's, repreſenting him as wh 
4 the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, in 2 
1 the ſalvation of ſinners; thoſe prexchers, thoſe writer, = 
thoſe believers, are treated as the fooliſh people that . « 
B * dwell in Sichem (/). by 
j What the Jews did through ignorance, we, who call Frag 
ourſelves Chriſtians, Engliſhmen, Proteſtants, we do know- | 
ingly, wilfully, and of malicious wickedneſs. And if we Wn 
thus trample upon the blood which alone can ſcreen us; 
if we thus crucify afreſh that Jeſus who is our only hope; th 
what can we look for but vengeance and hery indignation ? ” 
If we ourſelves, with our own bands, demoliſh the only yr 
barrier, what can enſue but an inundation of wrath, tribu- - 
lation, and anguiſh ? | | 8 
Conſider theſe things, brethren. The Lord enable you th. 
to diſcern the ſigns of the times! Then you will acknow- | 
| ledge, 


Y Ecclus J. 26, 
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me ledge, that we have reaſon to be alarmed, to tremble, to q 

in be horribly afraid —Are not theſe iniquities the Achans ö 

ty, that will aſſuredly bring diſtreſs and trouble, if not diſtrue- | 
rts tion, upon our country ? Are not theſe iniquities the Jo- j 

el, nahs that will awaken the divine difpleaſure, and deliver | 
in up our veſſels to the tempeſt, if not to ſhipwreck ? 4 
nd Is any one diſpoſed to ſay within himſelf, © Though o- [ 

li- thers may be guilty of theſe flagrant iniquities, yet am : 
55 © not I. Remember, my friend, the prophet Iſaiah. He br 
ti was, at leaſt as free from theſe flagrant iniquities as your- 
nd ſelf: yet he laments, and with painful apprehenſions, the 5 
al gui!t of his countrymen, as well as his own (gp). Remem- ; 
Fg ber king Joſiah. Though a holy man and a jnſt, he rent 4 
zh his cloaths, and trembled at God's word, denouncing ven- 1 
geance againſt an irreligious people (4), þ 
t Conſider alſo, whether you have not been an ucceſſary, 1 


— - 
—_— 


2 even where you were not the principal, Though you have 


"h not joined with the more profligate ſinners, have you not 
0 connived at their impiety ? Do their affronts offered to the 
5 King of heaven, rouſe you into a becoming zeal to vin- 
| dicate his injured honour ? Or, © becauſe iniquity has a- 
* © bounded, is not your love, and the love of many, waxed 


cold (i)?“ Have not we, alas! have not ave been cow- 
1 ards and traitors, while others have been profeſſed enemies 
and rebels ? 


Beſides, have not you, have not I, have not all contri- 
buted, in many inſtances to ſwell the ſcore of national 
provocations ? Is not every fin a diſobedience of God's 
molt holy command? Is not every fin a defiance ef his 
uncontroulable authority? Is not every ſin an imitation of 
the devil? Does it not create a kind of hell in the heart? 
Mult it not, therefore, be inconceivably odious to the holy, 
holy, holy Lord God of Sab2oth ?—If fo, how guilty are 


the very beſt among us ! How has every one added to the 
load, 


n re 


(2) Ie, vi. 3. (b)2 Kings Ali. 12, 13. (i) Matth, xxiv, 12. 
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load, that dreadful load which is likely to ſink the nation 
in ruin ! Should not every one, therefore, ſmite upon his 
breaſt, and ſay with the penitent, What have I done!? 
and cry with the publican, God be merciful to me a ſin- 
© ner!” 

Will you ſtill flatter yourſelf, © All theſe judgments 
may be delayed; they may not come in my time? '— 
I anſwer, If there be any truth in God's word, if any 
conjeRure is to be made from the appearance of things, 
theſe judgments. are near; they are at the door. They 
are like the ax in the executioner's hand, which has been 
poiſed, has received its laſt elevation, and is now falling 
on the criminal's neck.— Yet, if theſe ſhould be with- held 
for a ſeaſon, will not ſickneſs come upon you ? Are not 
many diſaſters lying in ambuſh to ſeize you? Is not death 
ſharpening his arrow, perhaps fitting it to the ſtring, or 
even aiming at your life? Is not the day, the dreadful day 
approaching, when the ſhout of the Archangel and the 
trump of God will be heard; when the dead ſhall ariſe, 
and hcaven and earth flee away? Will not the Lord, the 
Lord God Omnipotent quickly come, * with thouſands of 
© his ſaints, to execute judgment upon all, and to convince 
« all that are ungodly of all their ungodly deeds, which 
« they have ungodlily committed, and of all their hard 


* ſpeeches, which ungodly ſinners have ſpoken againlt * 


6 him (? 

Take then, my dear hearers, take the advice of the 
greateſt of preachers, and the wiſeſt of men: © The pru- 
dent ſoreſeeth the evil, and hideth himſelf C/).'—Behold! 
the rains are deſcending, and the flood is coming ! Haſten 
like Noah, halten to your ark. See! the ſkies are kin- 
dling all around, and the ſhafts of vengeance are ready to 
ily. Make haſte, Oh! make haſte, and delay not the time, 
to get into a hiding place. Let me ſound in your ears 


the 


Jude 14, 15, (1) Prov. xxii. 3. 


the ar 
the fr 
for 
ment. 
than 
rent 
voida 
terna 
(@) 
ſenſi} 
wou! 
6 She 
with 
poin 
as tl 
ſafet 
neſs, 
L 
larm 
ces 
tho 
ſink 
prie 
ſenl 
ſerv 
6 af 
con 
4 ar 


« d\ 


the angel's admonition; and may the Lord oſ angels, may 
the friend of ſinners, convey it to your hearts ! © Eſcape 
for your lives, leſt ye be conſumed : *? leſt the judg- 
ments of God, and the wrath of God, more to be feared 
than a deluge of waters, more to be feared than a tore 
rent of flames, ſurround you ſuddenly—ſeize you una- 
voidably—and overwhelm you in ruin, temporal and e- 
ternal. 

O! that I might prevail! O that God would make you 
ſenſible of your peril! O that man, woman, and child 
would aſk, How ſhall I be ſafe in the day of viſitation ? 
« Shew me the ark! ſhew me the refuge! —I ſhould then, 
with great ſatisfaction proceed to anſwer this inquiry, and 
point out Chriſt to your ſouls, as the only hiding-place, 
as the ſure hiding-place, where you may certainly find 
ſafety. But this muſt be the bulineſs, the pleaſing buſt» 
neſs, of my next diicourſe, N 

Let me beſeech you in the mean time, to lay theſe a. 
larming truths to heart; let them impreſs your conſcien- 
ces ! let them penetrate your ſouls! And O thou gracious, 
thou Almighty Lord God, do thou command them to 
ſink deep into our minds; that we may, with Ezra thy 
prieſt, fit down * aſhamed and aſtoniſhed (»),* under a 
ſenſe of our manifold iniquities;—that we may, with thy 
ſervant Job, Abhor ourſelves, and repent in duſt and 
© aſhes (n); and that we may in the words, and with the 
compunction of thy prophet, cry out, Wo is me, for [ 
© am undone, becauſe I am a man of unclean lips, and I 
« dwell in the midit of a people of unclean lips ().“ 


(m) Ezra ix. 3. (n) Job xlii. 6, (e) Iſa. vi. 5. 
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SERMON IV. 


MEANS or SAFETY. 
The ſecond Diſcourſe on the Subject. 


— 


HEB. CnAr. xi. VER. 28. ) 


Through faith he kept the paſſaver, and the ſprinkling of 


blood, left he that deſtroyed the firſt-born, ſhould touch 
them. 


E have been conſidering the danger of our nati- 
W on occaſioned by the /n of its inhabitants 

by the 7udgments of God denounced againſt ſuch 
ſinners—by the certain execution of his righteous threaten. 
ings, unleſs we fly to the appointed refuge. When ſuch 
is the ſtate of a nation, it is high time for the watchmen 
on her walls to lift up their voice: not indeed to ſpread 
vain terrors, but to give notice of the approaching evil; 
to warn the unwary ; to call in the ſtragglers; and urge 


every one to retire into a place of ſafety, 
M 2 Hays 


r 
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Having, in the preceding diſcourſe, attempted to dif. 


charge this office, I ſhall now, brethren, as in the preſence | 
of the all-ſeeing God, aſk, Have we been attentive to | 


theſe things? Are we alarmed with a ſenſe of our puilt 
and our peril ? Have we, with the prophet Iſaiah, lament- 
ed our own, and the ſins of our people? If ſo, we 
ſhall highly prize, we ſhall ardently defire the ſame conſo- 
lation, and the ſame relief, which the God of infinitely free 
goodneſs vouchſafed to his ſervant: Then flew one of 
the ſeraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, 
© which he had taken from off the altar, and he laid it u- 
pon my mouth: An action which repreſents the very 
thing ſignified in the text by © the ſprinkling of blood (a). 

The altar typified Chriſt, who is both the facrifice that 
makes the atonement, and the altar that ſanctifies the giſt. 
The live coal ſeems to betcken the word of grace, 
and the word of life, which brings the glad tidings of the 
golpel, and teſtifies of the bleeding Jeſus, Laying this 
upon the mouth, very ſignificantly denotes the application 
of Chriſt and his great atonement, When this is done under 
the influence of the Spirit and by means of faith, then inĩqui- 


ty is taken away, and fin purged: taken away from the ſight 


of God, and purged from the ſinner's conſcience ; guilt is 
aboliſhed ; fear ceaſes, But this leads us to our ſecond 
particular, . 

II. the method of ſecurity from danger, effected by 
Keeping the paſſover, and ſprinkling the blood, 

Moſes was appriſed of a dreadful vengeance to be infliQ- 
ed on Egypt; the moſt dreadful that ever was known 
ſince the beginning of their nation; ſo dreadful, that it 


would make every ear tingle, and every heart bleed. The 


deſtroying angel was to paſs through all the territories of 
Pharaoh, ſmite every firſt- born both of man and bcaſt ; 
io 


(a) Iſa. vi. 6, Te 
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ſo that before the morning, there ſhould be heaps of ſlain 
in the cities, the villages, the fields ; not a houſe exempt ; 
not a family ſpared ; not a herd, not a flock, free from 
the fatal calamity. 


Moſes feared the blow. He ſeared, as the text inti- 


mates, the leaſt touch of the divine executioner's ſword ; 


knowing that it would cruſh him and his people, as a moth 
is cruſhed by the ſalling millſtone. He is therefore preat- 
ly ſolicitous to provide for their welfare, But what expe- 
dient ſhall he uſe ? ——Shall he give them orders to cloſe 
their windows, and bar their doors; to ere fortifications, 
and ſtand upon their defence? Alas! beſore an inviſible 
hand, armed with the vengeance of heaven, all ſuch pre- 
cautions would have been as a ſpark before the whirlwind, 
Shall he aſſemble the warriors, or detach parties of 
ſoldiers, to patrols the ſtreets, and guard the houſes ? Va- 
nity of vanities ! The {word of the avenging angel would 
pierce through legions and legions of ſuch guards, as 
lightening penetrates the yielding air. ——Shall the whole 
congregation bend their knees, with ſolemn confeſſion of 
their ſins, and ſincere reſolutions of ſuture amendment? 
This was highly necefſary to be done, but extremely im- 
proper to be relied on. It would have been relying on a 
broken reed, and deſpiſing the ordinance of the holy One. 

The Lord himſelf appoints a method of preſervation, 
Moſes is directed to ſlay a lamb. Each family in Iſrael is 
to do the ſame. Having received the blood into a baſon, 
they are to ſprinkle it, not on the threſhold, but on the 
lintel and ſide - poſts of their doors, —This ſhall be a ſign 
to the deſtroying angel. Looking upon this ſign, he will 
paſs over the houſe ; will ſtrike no blow, and execute no 
vengeance, wherever he ſees the blood ſprinkled, 
this, in purſuance of the divine direction, being perform- 
ed, with faith and tranquillity, they wait the event. 


You will ſay, perhaps, © What is all this to us?“ I an- 
ſwer, 
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aan everlaſting righteouſneſs.” 
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ſwer, it is a pattern for our imitation, —Are we then 
to do the very ſame thing? We are to do what their 
practice typified. The ſhadow was theirs, the ſubſtance 
is ours. The blood of the lamb typified the blood of 


' Chriſt, who is the Lam of God, flain for the fins of the 


world. — By the blood of Chriſt is frequently ſignified, 
in ſcripture, the whole“ merit of his life and death, and 
of his actions and ſufferings, of his trials and praces ; 
which fatisfied God's juſtice, and magnified God's law ; 
which made propitiation for iniquity, and brought in 
Well does the apolile 
call it precious blozd, Unſpeakably precious are its effects. 
It appeaſes the wrath of God revealed from heaven; and 
makes peace between the offended Creator and the offend- 
ing creature, Sprinkled on the conſcience, it takes away 
all guilt, and ſecures from all vengeance. This, therefore, 


my brethren, this blood is our ſecurity. This is to our 


ſouls what the blood of the paſchal lamb was to the Iſrael. 
itiſh families. © The name of the Lord,“ the grace and 
goodneſs of God, manifeſted in the death and obedience of 
Chriſt, is a ſtrong tower; not only * the righteous * 
perſon, but the diſtreſſed creature, and the endangered 

finer, © runneth into it, and is ſafe (6). 
Since this 1s a point of the utmoſt importance, it cannot 
be 


Being juſtified by bis bloed, Rom. v. 9. that is, being pardoned, 
being made righteous, and heirs of all ſpiritual bleflings.----Thou baſt 
redeemed us to Cod by thy blozd, Rev. v. 9, 3. that is, thou haſt deli 
vered us from all fin and all Wrath; thou haſt reconciled us to the 
almighty Majeſty, and introduced us into his bliſsful preſence.- 
Theſe bleſſings aſcribed to our Lord's blood, are eonfeſſedly the 
fruit, not barely of his ſufferings, but of his whole humiliation, obe- 
dience and death. Therefore, in a very valuable Dictionary of the 
moſt valuable words and phraſes, we have this explication of the b/o0d 
of the Laub, The ſacrifice of Chriſt's death, together with his per- 
5 felt righteouſneſs and holigeſs imputed.“ See Wilſon's Chriſtian 
Dictionary. : 


(5) Prov. viii. 10, 


— 
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55 be too clearly diſplayed, or too ſtrongly eſtabliſhed. For 

22 this purpoſe, the ſcripture gives us ſeveral molt amiable 

of ind inſtructive vieus of Chriſt, as our refuge and ſafety, — 

* He is called a hiding place (c). To a hiding place peo- 

4 ple retreat, and are ſecure ſrom their enemies, even from 

: 4 thoſe cruel enemies that ſeek their deſtruction. Thus the 

7 prophets whom Obadiah hid by fifty in a cave, were ſecure 

1 from Ahab's tyranny, and Ie zebel's perſecution. So the 

. « foul that flies to Chriſt, that takes ſanctuary under the | 

le blood of ſprinkling, is ſecure from the moſt formidable of | 

5 all enemies; is ſecure from all the wrath due to ſin, and 

* from every accuſation which Satan can bring. To ſuch a 

1. perſon ſhall be fulfilled what is ſpoken by the prophet Je- 

y remiah, When the iniquity of Iſrael ſhall be ſought ſor, 

a * there ſhall be none; and the fins of Judah, they ſhall not | 

' be ſound (d). 

L Chriſt is ſtyled © a covert from the tempeſt, A man,” 

4 ſays Ifaiab, that is, the God-man Chriſt Jeſus, © ſhall be as 

F an biding - place from the wind, and a covert from the tem- 

, | © peſt (e).“ When the thunders roar, and the lightenings 

4 flaſh; when the clouds pour down water, and a horrid © 
ſtorm comes on, all that are in the open air retire under 4 
the branches of a thick tree, or fly to ſome other commo- | 

. dious ſhelter, What ſtorm can be ſo dreadful as the righ= Af! 
teous vengeance of God poured out upon a ſinful nation? j 

L What ſtorm can be ſo dreadful as the eternal vengeance of i 

4 God poured out upon a ſinful ſoul ? To both theſe we are 

ſ expoſed ; to both theſe we are juſtly liable. But Chriſt's ! 

. blood and righteouſneſs are a covert; hither we may fly» | 

2 and be ſcreened. Hither we may fly, and be ſafe ; fafe as iq 

- was Noah, when he entered the ark, and God's own hand f 

: cloſed the door, and God's own eye guided its 'motions, 

For there is no condemnation,” of any kind, or from any 

g quarter, to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus (/). 


Chriſt 
c) Iſa. xxxii. 2, f : J Ifa, xxxii, 
q Rom, in. 1. 3 W 
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Chriſt is compared to a * ſtrong hold.” Turn ye to 
the ſtrong hold,” ſays the prophet Zechariah (g). When 
ſoldiers fly from a victorious army, being admitted into 
an impregnable caſtle, they are beyond the reach of danger, 
They give their fears to the wind, and repoſe themſelves 
in tranquillity, When ſinners fly by faith to the dying 
Jeſus, they alſo, from henceforth, are in a tower of ſal- 
vation (5). They may ſay, cach one for himlelf, © Soul, 
* take thine caſe. All thy guilt is laid upon thy Lord, 
and puniſhed in thy ſurety, The flaming ſword of juſ- 
* tice is returned to the ſheath, having received full ſatis- 
faction from the ſufferings of Chriſt. The curſe of a vio- 
© lated Jaw is no more, having been executed to the utmoſt 
upon the perſon of my Redeemer. Nay, its curſe is 
« turned into a bleſſing: for * Chriſt has redeemed us from 
* the curſe of the law, that the bleſſing of Abraham might 
« come upon us Gentiles (z); * even the bleſſing of petſect 
© reconciliation and everlaſting friendſhip with God moſt 
© high,” 
This leads me to mention another beautiful compariſon, 
which repreſents Chriſt, not only as the cauſe of ſafety, 
but as the fource of conſolation, He ſhall be * as rivers 
* of water in a dry place, and as the the ſhadow of a great 
© rock in a weary land (4).'—In a dry place, burnt up for 
want of moiſture, nothing is ſo deſirable, nothing ſo re- 
freſhing as water. To the poor ſinful ſoul, of whoſe 
condition the parched ground is a fit reſemblance, Chriſt 
ſhall be, not barely as the morning dew, not barely as the 
tranſient ſhower, but as a river; yea, as rivers of water,” 
that flow in copious and never-failing ſtreams through the 
thirſty ſoil; making even the ſandy deſert green with her. 
bage, and gay with flowers,—In a ſultry clime, where the 
ſun pours inſufferable heat, and all things languiſh under 
the glaring rays, nothing is ſo chearing to the labourer, no- 
thing 
(s) Zech. ix. 12. 


(7) Gal. iii. 13, 14. 
(#) Ia. xxxii. 2. 


() 2 Sam, xii, 51, 
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thing ſo welcome to the traveller, as a cool and gloomy 
ſhade. A poor ſoul aſſauolted by the fiery darts of Satan, 
and d ſtreſſed with the remembrance of former iniquities, 
js this ſultry clime or * weary land,” But Chriſt and his 
atonement are, not barely as the boughs of an oak, which 
extend their coolneſs to a {mall diſtance ; not barely as 
the canopy of an alcove, through which much of the glow- 


ing influence penetrates ; but like the * ſhadow ot a rock, a 


* preat rock; * which projects the friendly ſhade over many 


league; which has repelled and excluded the ſun, through 


all preceding ages; and gives you, as it were, the cold of 
© ſnow amidſt the heat of harvelt (J). 

Her* then, brethren, is our ſecurity amidſt all peri] : 
the blood, the righteouſneſs, the infinitely glorious perſon 
of Chriſt. Theſe are our hiding-place—theſe are our co- 
vert—theſe are our ſtrong hold. And, bleſſed be God! 
the doors ſtand wide open. They are never ſhut, night 
nor day, The acceſs is free for any, free for all, free 
for the greateſt ſinners, We are not only allowed, but 
we are invited, nay, we are commanded, to approach, to 
enter, to enjoy the protection; or, as the words of the 
text expreſs it, to /þrink/e the blood on our ſouls. 

Sprinkle the blood on our ſouls ! You will probably ſay, 
& What does this ſignify? What was done by Moſes 
« when he ſprinkled the viſible blood, we eafily apprehend; 
« but how can we ſprinkle the blood of Chriſt, which we 
« never ſaw? the blood of Chriſt, whom the heavens 
« have received ? ”—This is one of thoſe myſteries which 
the notural man underſtandeth not; he can form no no. 
tion of it; it is fooliſhneſs to his appr: henſion. There- 
fore may the eternal Spirit both teach us to underſtand the 
doctrine, and enable us to practiſe the duty 


To ſprinkle the blood of Chriſt, is truly to believe in 


Chriſt, in his infinite atonement, and everlaſting righte- 


N oulnels, 
(7) Prov, xxv. 13. 


— —— <————— 
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ouſneſs, It is to receive theſe bleſſings as God's free gift. 


to men, to ſinners, to ourſelves in particular; and, hav- 
ing received, to make continual «/e of them, in every time 
of trial, for every occaſion of need. 


Perhaps this doctrine may become clearer, if we illuſtrate 
it by an example. A remarkable example we have in the 
practice of David, After the commiſſion of his grievous 
crimes, he did, in a very eminent manner, ſprinkle the 
blood. For he ſaid unto the Lord, Thou fhalt purge 
me with hyſſop, (the inſtrument of ſprinkling the typical 
© blood), and I ſhall be clean. Thou ſhalt waſh me, in the 
fountain opened for fin and uncleanneſs, * and I ſhall be 
« whiter than ſnow (). This fountain he looked upon 
as opened for /is fins, ard fully ſufficient to cleanſe him 
from all his filthineſs ; ſo that he ſhould be as free from 
ſpot before the righteous Judge, as the ſnow on Salmon 
was free from ſtain —Had he ſaid within himſelf “ My 
cc crimes are too great for this blood to expiate; or This 
& blood cannot be ſhed for ſo vile an offender as I am; ” 
he would then have put the atonement far from him, to- 
gether with all its expiating virtue. This would have 
been, not to apply, but to throw away the blood ? not to 
ſprinkle it upon the ſoul, but to pour it upon the ground, 


Come then, brethren ; come, fellow-finners ; let us al- 


fo, in this day of fear and danger, look unto Chriſt as dy- 


ing, that we may live; as made fin, that we may be made 


the righteouſneſs of God in him; as made a curſe, that we 
may inherit eternal bleſſedneſs. Let ns look unto Jeſus, 
as taking our nature, and ſtanding in our ſtead : behold 
him apprehended as a thief, ignominiouſty bound, and 
marked with the laſhes of the ſcourge: behold him crown. 
ed with thorns, his hair clotted, his face diſcoloured, his 
breaſt and ſhoulders all bedewed with his own moſt inno- 


cent blood: behold him nailed to the croſs, hanging in the 
mo 


(n) P ſal. li. 7. 
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moſt racking poſture, till all his bones are out of joint; 

hanging amidſt malefactors, forſaken of God, of angels, 

and men : behold him bowing his head in death, and 

ſtabbed to the heart with the executioner's ſpear: thus 

behold him, and ſay, “ Verily this ſufferer was the Son 

« of God, and Lord of glory; verily theſe ſufferings 

« were the puniſhment due to my fins; in all this ex- 

„ treme anguiſh he bore my griefs, and carried my ſor- 
“ rows; he was oppreſſed, and he was afflicted, becauſe 

« I had done amiſs and dealt wickedly ; he was cut off 
* out of the land of the living, that he might make his 

« ſoul an offering for my (ins, and obtain eternal redemp- 

ce tion for me. 


Thus behold the bleſſed Jeſus ; thus, ſinners, behold 
the Lord your righteouſneſs ; with this look of application, 
with this appropr-ating faith. Be verily perſuaded, that 
you ſhall find mercy before a holy God, not becauſe you 
have any worthineſs, but becauſe Chriſt has incomparable 
merit; that you ſhall never come into condemnation, not 
becauſe you have faſted and prayed, but becauſe Chriſt is 
your great propitiation, Be perſuaded, that God has 
given his Son for you; that God gives his Son to you, 
and together with him eternal life, —Be perſuaded of all 
this, upon the belt of foundations, the infallible word of 
God; who has declared, that Chriſt died for the ungod- 
ly (), and by his obedience ſinners are made righteous (); 
that Chriſt was wounded on the croſs, and intercedes in 
heaven for tranſgreſſors (p); that he received ſpiritual 
piſts, and divine bleſſings, even for the rebellious ().— 
The Lord God omnipotent, the author and finiſher of 
faith, enable you thus to believe! on the ground of his 
own moſt ſure word, thus to believe! Then you keep 
the Chriſtian paſſover, then you ſprinkle the blood of 

N 2 Chriſt, 

() Rom. v. 6. (p) Ig. ii. 12. 

(g) Plal. lxviii, 18 


(e) Rom. v. 19, 
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Chriſt, then you may boldly ſay, Under his ſhadow we 
£ ſhall be ſafe.— Which reminds us of the third par- 
ticular, namely, 

IH. The ſucceſs of this method, denoted by the de- 
ſtroyer not ſo much as touching them: * leit he that de- 
© ſtroyed the firſt born, ſhuuid touch them. What a 
beautiful antitheſis ! The Egyptian firſt born were wound- 
ed, were mortally wounded, were abſolutely deſtroyed; 
the Iſraelites were not hurt nor endangered, no, nor ſo 
much as touched: fo ſure and complete a defence was 
this blood of ſprinkling !—Nothing elſe could have yield- 
ed any protection: this afforded perfect ſecurity. When 


to be © afraid tor the terror by night, nor for the arrow 
* that fleeth by day; for the peltilence that walketh in 
; darkneſs, nor for the deltruction that waſteth at noon 
day [FL 
And is not the hiding place, the covert, the ſtrong hold 
provided for us in the blood and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
an equal ſecurity ? do they not yield abſolute, perfect, 
conſummate ſafety ? Nothing elſe could adminiſter the 
leaſt hope to the chicfelt apoſtle ; this opens an inviolable 
ſanctuary even for the greateſt of ſinners, None ever 
periſhed who laid their help upon Chriſt. He ſaves— 
© he ſaves to the uttermoſt *—he ſaves, not a few only, 
but all— all that come unto God through him ().“ 1s 
our danger great ? Our ſecurity is greater. In ſhort our 
refage and ſecurity are the greateſt that can be wiſhed, 
that can be imigined, that God himſelf could provide. 
Chearing, charming, raviſhing truth ! Suffer me to en- 
Jarge upon it, brethren ; let your attention hang on the 
glad tidings; may your hearts imbibe the precious doc- 
trine! 
Were you purſued by an enraged enemy, you would 
think 


60 Pal. xci, 5, 6, (:) Heb, vii, 25. 


this was ſprinkled on their door poſts, they had no need. 
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think yourſelves ſufficiently ſaſe, if you could (teal away, 
and hide yourlclves in one of the deepelt caves of Ameri- 
ca; with a valt tract of unknown land, and all the waters 
of the valter ocean, between your perſons and the purſu- 
er. Much ſafer will your ſouls be, under the hiding, 
cleanſing, atoning efficacy of this blood of ſprinkling ; by 
which unrighteouſneſſes are forgiven, ſins are covered, 


and iniquities done away, as though they had never been - 
Were you overtaken by a violent ſtorm of hail or of 


rain; if you ſought ſhelter under a covert that was firmer 
than boards of cedar, harder than ſlabs of marble, thicker 
than the roofs of all the houſes in Europe, you would rec- 
kon yourſelves ſecure from torrents of cain, or from vol— 
leys of hail, Much more ſecure will you be from ever- 
laſting wrath ; ſecure, even when © the Lord ſhall rain 
« ſnares, fire and brimſtone, ſtorm and tempelt (); pro- 
vided you are found under the covert of Chriſt's magni- 
ficent and meritorious righteouſneſs ; by virtue of which, 
* all that believe are juſtihed'——1 ſay, not from a few 
millions, or a ſew thouſands of millions, but—ſrom all 
offenſive, provoking, criminal things (#), 

Should you be purſued by a conquering foe, determined 
to cut you in pieces; if you turned into a calile, whoſe 
walls were ſtronger than braſs, ſtronger than adamant, 
ſlronger than all the rocks in the world, you might laugh 
at the attempts of your enemy; you are free from the 
power of the ſword, So free are you, and abundantly 
more free from danger, when you fly to the ſtrong bold 
of Chriſt's death and atonement, The ſouls that abide 
in Chriſt, © they ſhll dwell on high 3? beyond the rage 
of the oid ſerpent and the great dragon. Their place 
« of defence ſhall be the munition of rocks (x); * againſt 
which all the aſſaults of earth and hell ſhall never be able 


to prevail, They may ſay, with the triumphant apoſtle, 
* How 


( Pal, xi. 6. (A) Acts xiii, 39. C) Iſa, xxxiii. 16, 
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* How much more ſhall we who receive abundance of 
grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs,” be delivered 
{com ruin, and reign in life by Chriſt Jeſus (y)? * 

And will you not prize ſuch a ſtrong hold? ſhall not 
ſuch a covert be dear to your guilty ſouls? will you not 
ſet an exceeding great valne upon ſuch an hiding-place ? 
eſpecially when the ſtorm is gathering and threatening all 
ar ound; when days of deſolation and perplexity are com- 
ing upon the world; and judgments inflicted by men, 
may tran mit us to the everlaſting judgment of God ?— 
How did Iſrael bleſs and adore their moſt merci ſul Jehovah, 
for granting them ſuch an effectual means of preſervation, 
as the blood of the paſchal lamb! And ſhall not we bleſs 
and adore the ſame moſt gracious Jehovah, for granting 


us a means of preſervation, altogether as effectual, and 
incomparably more wonderſul? 


If you ſhould ſay, * How does it appear that the blood 


« of Chriſt is ſuch a ſecurity ? ſo great, ſo wonderful, ſo 
& matchleſs! ”—Becauſe it is the blood of him who is 


© Jehovah's fellow (2) ; of him who © is God over all, 
© bleiſed for ever (3); of him in whom dwells 
* all the fulne's of the Godhead bodily (5). Permit me, 
brethren, to clear up and eſtabliſh this doctrine; as it is 
a doctrine of the laſt importance, on which the very 
ſtrength of our ſalvation is built, and from which the 


- fulneſs of our conſolation flows. 


There are in Chriſt, in his one undivided perſon, two 
diſtinct natures, One nature is eternal, infinite, almighty ; 
which is called. by the apoltle, the form of God (c).“ 
The other nature had a beginning; is limited as to extent, 
and limited as to power : this is termed by the apoſtle, 
the ſeed of Abraham (4),'—As God, he is ſubject to no 
authority, and infinitely ſuperior to all poſſibility of ſuf- 

| :  fering. 


1 


727 Rom. v. 17. 
(3) Z-ch., xiii, 7. {s) Rom. ix. 5. 
e) Phil. ii, 5. (a4) Heb, ii. 16. 
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fering. To become capable of obeying, ſuffering, and 
dying, he humbled himſelf, and was found in faſhion ag 
a man 3 that, by obeying, ſuffering, and dying in hu- 
man fleſh, he might triumph over fin and Satan, in that 
very nature which Satan had overcome, and fin had ruin- 
ed; that by accompliſhing all this in the room and ſtead 
of his people, he might bring many ſons unto glory, not 
without a full ſatisfaction to the rights of injured juſtice, 
and to the demands of a violated law, 


Jeſus Chriſt, then, in his divine nature, is the moſt 
high God. The heaven of heavens is the auguſt palace 
and royal reſidence of this bleſſed and only Potentate. 
Thouſand thouſands miniſter unto him, and ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand ſtand before him. The church mili- 
tant rely on him; the church triumphant adore bim; 
while all the hoſts of angels pay homage to him,— Jeſus 
Chriſt, in his divine nature, is the majeſtic and moſt a- 
dorable I am ; ſelf-exiſtent and independent. All worlds 
and all beings are derived wholly from him, and depend 
continually upon him. He made the worlds, and up- 
© holdeth all things (e). View the beauty, the magni- 
ficence, the harmony, obſervable in heaven, on earth- 
through the univerſe, All is intended, like the miracle 
wrought at Cana of Galilee, to manifelt kis glory (V); 
to tell every one who has eyes to ſee, and a heart to under- 
ſtand, how great our Saviour is, how ſublime bis majeſty, 
and how marvellous his perfection. Ail things, ſays the 
Spirit of inſpiration, were created 5y him, and ſor him (g). 
— Judge then whether the obedience and atonement of 
ſuch a Red:emer are not ſufficient to ſecure, perſectly to 
ſecure any ſinner, every ſinner, all ſinners, that fly by 
faith under his wings. As perfectly ſufficient they are for 
this bleſſed purpoſe, as the unmeaſureable circuit of the 
fkies is roomy enough for a lark to fly in, or as the im- 

menſe 


{s) Heb, i. 2, 3 / John ii. 11. (g) Col. i. 26, 
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menſe brightneſs of the ſun is lightſome enough for a la- 
bourer to work by. 


Behold, now, the dignity and excellency of this blood, 
which is your covert, your hiding-place, your ſtrong hold 
It has all the power and efficacy that every divine per- 
ſection can give it. It is the blood and righteouſneſs of 
him who is eternal, incomprehenſible, and exalted above 
all bleſſing and praiſe, Surely then nothing can bear any 
proportion to it. Guilt, all guilt, though ever ſo exe- 
crable and horrid, compared with the grandeur and riches 
of this invaluable blood “, is as a glow worm before the 
ſun. All manner of ſins and blaſphemies are blotted out 
by ſuch an expiation, as the ſhades of night are aboliſhed 
by the light of day. Every ſinner waſhed in this blood, 
muſt be whiter than the unſullied wool, whiter than the 
virgin ſnows. Every ſinner clothed in this righteouſneſs, 
mult be unblameable and unreprovable, even before the 
eye of Omniſcience itſelf, 


8 For 

cSt. Chryſoſtom's explanation of a verſe lately quoted, is ſo im- 
portant in itſelf, and ſo appoſite to our purpoſe, exhibits ſuch a mag- 
nificent and delightful diſplay of the falvation which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, that I promiſ: myſelf, the reader will allow me to preſent 
him with a tranſlation, © How much more ſhall they who receive 
© abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs, reign in life 
© by one Jeſus Chriſt !* On tiert evravix xapiv, & c. The a- 
« poſile ſays not} grace, but © abundance of grace.” For we re- 
« ceive, not barely what may ſuffice to obtain our pardon, but in- 
«© comparably more, We are delivered from all puniſhment, and 
« from every evil; we are juſtified ; we are ſanQtified; made the 
% children of God, and the brethren of his only begotten Son. We, 
are conſtituted heirs, joint heirs with the prince of heaven. Yea 
„% we become the members of his body; moſt intimately and indiſ- 
© ſolubly united to that divine bead. 


« All theſe privileges St. Paul ſtyles the abundance of grace; 
« intimating, that the antidot- is not only qualified to counteract 
« and expel the poiſon ; but is ſovereign alſo to eftabliſh health, to 
Fc create beauty, to impart honour, and from the moſt malignant of 
all evils, to _ the moſt diſtinguiſhed bleſſings, Any one of 


which 
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For this, therefore, bleſs the Lord. O my foul; and 
all that is within me. Bleſs the Lord, O my brethren ; 
and let every thing that hath a being praiſe his unutterable 
grace. For, * behold ! God is our ſalvation.” God 
himſelf is made fleſh, and become our ſacrifice, our fin- 
offering, our juſtifying righteouſneſs, © Therefore «ll 
we truſt, and not be afraid (4); * truſt in this infinitely 
ſufficient Saviour; and not be afraid of death or hell, of 

O any 


« which, ſeperstely conſidered, would have been ſufficient to over- 
% come and diſarm death: but, under their combined influence, it 
« is apſolutely deſtroyed ; it vaniſhes entire y away; and leaves not 
ſo much at a trace oſ miſcheif, or a ſhadow of terror. 

«© Let us ſuppoſe ſome poor d.btor owing a confiderable ſum, and 
« for want of payment, caſt into priſon. A generous friend, pity - 
ing his condition, diſcharges the whole debt, and releaſes him 
6 from confinement: and not this only, but beſtows upon him 
& ſplendid apparel, with th-nſands of filver and gold; introduces 
e him to court, and recommends him to the royal favour ; pro- 
& cures his advancement to tbe highe#, honours, and pats him in 
« poſſeſſion of the grandeſt preferments, Where now is tae diſrace 
4% of his impriſunment, and where are the diſtreſſcs of his inſolvent 
« ſtate, 


© Such is the caſe with regard to us ſinners, and our moſt gracious 
% Redeemer, He has p- id inconceivably more than we either did 
© or poſſibly could owe. Being God, the true God, the infinite and e- 
bc ternal God, his payment exceeds our debt, ay much ss the waters 
& of the great deep exceed the ſmall drop of a buck=t.--«N»ubt not 
«& therefore, poor ſinner, that fleeſt for refuge to this ail-glorious 
% Saviour 3 doubt not, but thy fins, though more virulent than all 
cc plagues, are done away; and death, though he be the king of 


& ſuch an ocean of grace and merit; even as a ſpark of fire is extin- 
« guiſhed, when plunged into the abyſſes of the ſea, **---For indeed, 
compared with a divine perſon and an infinite righteouſneſs, what» 
ever guilt you have contracted, Whatever thing you can name, is, as 
our devout orator ſpeaks, oi Aανj,j&ů T2295 Trax og aneipy, © No 
more than a ſcanty drop, co:npared with the boundleſs ocean,? 
Vid, Chryſoſt. in loc. 


(>) Iſa, xii. 2. 


terrors, is abo iſhed; this aboliſhed, and thoſe done away, before 
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any enemy or any evil, —But this leads me to apply the 
whole. Which 1 ſhall do 225 way of 


Examination, 
Direction, 
Exhortation, 
Conſolation. 


1. By way of Examinatim. * Examine your own- 
© {elves,” ſays the apoſtle (i). Have you kept the paſſo- 


ver? have zu ſprinkled the blood ? — Many, perhaps, 
will be ready to anſwer, © We have.” But beware 


my friends, leſt ye deceive your own ſouls. Let me give 
you a touchſtone whereby you may try your ſpirit, and 
pronounce right concerning your ſtate, 

Have you been convinced of your great /inſulneſ; ? of 


your ſinſul nature and your finful practice? Have you 
been made ſenſible, that hell, the deepeſt hell, is your 


deſerved portion? is what you deſerve for any tranſgreſ- 
ſion for every tranſgreſion—how much more for the 
many thouſands—how much more for the many millions 


how much more for the numberleſs multitude of your 


provocations ? If you have never been convinced of theſe 
moſt alarming, but certain truths ; if you have never been 
touched with a ſenſe of your extreme guilt, and undone 
ſtate ; I fear you are ſettled upon your lees; you are in 
the dead ſleep of fin ; you are not ſo much as awakened, 
much Jeſs have you applied Chriſt, 

Again, Have you been made to ſee, that nothing but Chriſt 
and his precious blood, nothing but Chriſt and his divine 
righteouſneſs, can be your ſecurity from vengeance ? Have 
you been convinced, that thouſands of rams, and ten thouſ- 
ands of rivers of oil, could never expiate the leaſt of your 
iniquities ? that no tears, no confeſſions, no amendment, 
nothing but the ſacrifice of the body of Chriſt, can make 


your 
(f) 2 Cor, xil. 5. 
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your peace with God? If you have not been taught the 


abſolute inſufficiency of every remedy, ſave only the me- 
ritorious ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, you have not ſeen 
him, neither known him; much leſs is his blood ſprin- 
kled upon your conicience. 

Once more, Have you a ſupreme a matchle/7 efleem for 
Chriſt ? Is Chriſt and his great ſalvation the thing that 
you long for ? Is he to your ſouls the pearl of great price ? 
Do you account all things but loſs, that you may win 
Chriſt, and be found in him? If this is not the ſtate of 
your ſoul, I dare not flatter you with vain hopes; I muſt 
not buoy you up with ungrounded imaginations, You 
are not as yet in your hiding - place; neither have you fled 
to your ſtrong hold. All the curſes of the divine law 
ſtand charged and pointed full againſt you. You have no 
ſecurity from being hurt by the firſt death, nor from be- 
ing irrccoverably ruined by the ſecond Jeath, If judg- 
ments ſhould come upon a ſinful and backſliding people, 
you have no defence ; there is no wall of fire around you. 
You mult therefore expect to fall among thoſe that fall ; 
and, falling by the ſword, may immediately drop into 


| hell. 


Can you hear this, and be unconcerned ? Can you liſten 
to this warning, more awful than the voice of ten thou- 
ſand thunders, and not ſtart from your inſenſibility? Are 
you not looking around, and ready to cry out, © What 

then ſhall I do to be ſaſe in the day of evil?“ -O 
that this inquiry came from the very bottom of your 
hearts. I ſhould then proceed, with great cheerfulneſs, 
to, 
2. A word of direction. Fly to Chriſt, alarmed ſin- 
ners. Come under the covert of his blood. Appropri- 
ate the bleſſed Jeſus; look upon him and his merit as 
your own. Thus ſprinkle his blood ; ſprinkle it upon 
your lintel and door poſts; upon all you are, upon all 

O 2 you 
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you have, and all you do; upon your conſciences, that 
they may be purged ; upon your ſouls, that they may be 
ſanctified z upon your works, that they may be accepted. 
Say, every one for himſelf, © I ama poor, guilty, 
© helpleſs creature: but in Jeſus Chrilt, who is full of 
© grace and truth, I have righteouſneſs and ſtrength 
© (4), —I am a poor, polluted, loathſome creature: but 
* J-\us Chriſt who is the image of the inviſible God, and 
* the brightneſs of his Father's glory, has loved me, 
and waſhed me from my filthineſs in his own blood (J). 
-I am, by nature, a perverſe depraved creature; and, 
by evil practice, a loſt damnable ſianer: but Jeſus Chriſt, 
who made the worlds; Jeſus Chriſt, whom heaven and 
earth adore; even Jeſus Chriſt himſelf came from the 
manſipns of bliſs, on purpoſe to ſeek me, to ſave me (%), 
to give himſelf for me,—And how can I periſh, who 
have ſuch a ranſom ? how can I be undone, who have 
ſuch a repairer of my breaches ? how can I come into 
condemnation, who have the blood, not of ten thou- 
ſand ſacrifices; the merit, not of ten thouſand angels; 
but the blood and merit of Jehovah himſelf, for my pro- 
pitiation ?? | 8 

Should you ſay, © Have I a warrant for ſuch a truſt? 
—You have the beſt of warrants, our Lord's expreſs 
permiſſion : * Whoſoever will, let him take the water of 
« life freely ().“ It is not ſaid, This or that perſon only; 
but wholoever ; including you and me; excluding no in- 
dividyal man or woman, It is not ſaid, Whoſoever is 
worthy, but whoſoever is willing, © Wilt thou be made 
© whole ?” was our Lord's queſtion to the impotent man 
at the pool of Betheſda, Wilt thou inhe1it grace and 
glory? is his moſt benevolent addreſs to ſinful men, in 
all ages, Let him take the water of life ; * let him 
rece ve me and my ri;hteouſneſs ; let him look upon all 
that I have done and ſuffered, as done and ſuffered for 


his 


a «a => „ 


a W n o d M 0 
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(/) Rev. xi. 5. 
() Rey, xxii, 17. 
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his redemption, This will adminiſter peace of conſci- 


' "ence, and joy in the holy Ghoſt ; this will produce love 


of God, and alacrity of obedience; in which things the 
true life of the ſoul conſiſts.— All theſe bleſſings are to be 
received freely; without money and without price; that 
is, without any good works, any good qualities, or any 
preparatory conditions whatever ; to be received as the 
infinitely rich gift of divine grace, vouchſafed even to the 
loſt —the guilty—the undone, 

You have our Lord's moſt generous invitation, © Come 
* unto me.“ And whom does he call? The righteous ? 
No. The excellent? Quite the reverſe, He calls fin- 
ners; miſerable ſinners; even the moſt miſerable of ſin- 
ners; thoſe who are © weary and heavy laden, over» 
whelmed with iniquitics, bowed down to the very brink 
of hell, and ready to think, there is no hope for them, 
Yet them he encourages; them he invites; to them be 
declares, * I will give you reſt (ov); ' reſt in the enjoy- 
ment of peace with God, and peace in your own conſci- 
ences, ——Obſerve and admire the riches of your Rc* 
deemer's grace. He ſays not, Ye are vile wretches, pol- 
luted by fin, and enſlaved to the devil, therefore keep at 
a diſtance ; but, therefore come; come, and be cleanſed 
by my blood; come, and be made free by my ſpirit, —He 
ſays not, Furniſh yourſelves with this, or that, or the 
other recommending accompliſhment 3 but only come; 
come juſt as you are, poor, undone, guilty creatures: 
yea, come to me for pardon and recovery; to me who 
have given my life, myſelf, my all, for your ranſom. 

Should you ſtill queſtion whether theſe ineſtimable bleſ- 
ſings are free for you; remember, brethren, they are free 
for /inners, Is this your character ? Then they are as 
free for your acceptance, as ſor any perſon's in the world, 


* To us eternal life is given (/); not us who had de- 
| ſerved 


(s) Matth. xi, 28. () 1 John v. 11% 
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ſerved it by our goodneſs, but us who had forfeited it by || word 
our fins, * To you is preached the forgiveneſs of ſing of his 
l acc 


* (9); * not you whoſe tranſgreſſions were inconſiderable, 
but you whole iniquitics were more in number than the | Co 


hairs of your head Even to you who are the lolt and | yen; 
periſhing ſinners of Adam's family, is the word of this whict 

* ſalvation ſent ().“ And, by a commiſhon from God, | free; 

we publiſh it, that, as ſinners, you may receive it; that | demp 
receiving it, you may commence believers; and (be- Wha 

* lieving, may have life through his name (1). N 3. 
Some, perhaps, will be inclined to debate,“ Is this ſo hinde 

& extraordinary a matter? Will this exerciſe of believing from 

& do ſuch great things for us, or put us in poſſeſſion of | ſus ( 

* ſach ſingular bleſſings ? '*——Moſes might have form. | perfe 

ed the ſame ſcruple with regard to the * ſprinkling of of th 

| blood: Will this ſeemingly inſigaificant circumſtauce and 
| be ſuch an extraordinary ſafeguard to us ? will this pre- a ma 
ſerve us fromthe impending blow more effectually than the and 
labours of the engineer, or the ſhield and ſpear of the F 
warrior? But Moſes conſulted not with fleſh and blood. 7 
Moſes rejected all ſuch carnal reaſonings. By faith he 4 1 

and his people kept the paſſover, and were made partak- FOR 


ers of the temporal ſalvation, By faith may you and I re- 

ceive Chriſt ! So ſhall we be partakers of pardon and eter- 
nal ſalvation. | 

By believing the promiſe of God, and by ruſting i in 

the perſon of, Chriſt, we are united to the Lord Jeſus (7), 
ſo as to have a real intereſt in his blood and righteouſneſs, floy 
Being united to Chriſt, our fins are done away by virtue 


of his infinitely precious atonement ; and eternal life be- wh 
comes ours, on account of his everlaſting righteouſneſs. blif 

' Whoever thus believes, believes merely as a ſinner; not « of 
upon the ſuppoſition- of any goodneſs in himſelf, but u- 0 
pon the ſole warrant of God's promiſe in the infallible 


word 


() Ads xiii. 33, (.) Ads xiii, 26, (5) John xx. 31. 
{*) Eph, iii. 17. 
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word of the goſpel. Such a perſon ſhall not be aſhamed 
of his belief; ſhall never be diſappointed of his hope; 
according to his faith ſhall it be unto him (4). 


Come then, fellow ſinners, believe the record of hea- 
ven; ſet to your ſeal, that God is true; honour his word, 
which cannot lie; honour his grace, which is abſolutely 
ſree; honour his dear Son, who has obtained eternal re- 
demption for ſuch unworthy creatures as you and I, 
What ſhall hinder you ? But this leads me to, 

3. A word of exhortatian. I fay then, What ſhall 
hinder you? what ſhall with-hold you, a ſingle moment 
from believing ? * ſince all things are ready in Chriſt je- 
ſus (x).“ The great propitiation is made by him; the 
perfect obedience is performed by him; all the conditions 
of the new covenant are fulfilled by him, Come then, 
and partake of the heavenly bleſſings ; as you partake of 


a a marriage-fealt, when the entertainment is all prepared, 


and the bridegroom bids you welcome. 

Fain would I prevail in this moſt important addreſs. 
Lord, make bare thy arm, incline their hearts, make 
© them willing in the day of thy power (y)——My 
dear friends, if you turn away from ſuch invitations, you 
are ruined to eternity. Miſery awaits you here, and 
damnation hereafter. Suffer me then to be importunate 
Refuſe not him that calleth you by my mouth ; that bids 
you truſt, and not be afraid; that offereth himſelf with 
all his fulneſs to you. Why are you backward ? why 
flow of heart to believe? why do you ſtand at a diſtance 
from the all-gracious Jeſus ? 
ls it becauſe you are guilty wretches ? Then he pu- 
bliſhes the act of indemnity to you, I, even I am he 
* that blotteth out your tranſgreſſions for mine own ſake 


© (2). '*——Is it becauſe you are polluted creatures; loath- 
ſome 


(s) Matth. ix, 19. (*) Matth. xxii. 4 (3) Plal, cx. 3» 
(=) 14, xliii. AF. 
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ſome in your own eyes, and much more loathſome in ternal 
the eye of infinite purity ? Then hear the word of the | © Go 
holy One, © I will ſprinkle clean water upon you, and ye | «© Got 
© ſhall be clean: from all your filthineſs, and from ail | « oufl 
* your idols will I cleanſe you (a).'——I1s it becauſe your | deper 
fins are more numerous, and more hainous, than the ſins | the d 
of others? Be they ever ſo numerous, or ever ſo highly | whicl 
aggravated, thus ſaith the God of immenſely rich grace | «© ſha 
in Chriſt, « Though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall nd 
© be as white as ſnow ; though they be red like crimſon, * fav 
© they ſhall be as wool (6). | Ph 
Vn Are you till objecting, “ I am weak; I have no | thi 
} & ſtrength ; I cannot believe ? ” Look, then, to a area 
l promiſing God, that he may help your unhelief ; that he God, 
[ may fulfil in you all the good pleaſure of his will, and the need 
I work of faith with power, For he, who is truth itſelf, I rep 
1 has ſaid, * Your God will come and fave you. Then the I car 
© eyes of the blind ſhall be opened, and the ears of the of m 
« deaf (hall be unſtopped: the lame man ſhall leap as an may 
hart, and the tongue of the dumb ſhall ſing (0. unto 
; Has the Lord given you a deſire to believe in his dear neſs 
{ Son? Doubt not but he will alſo give you the pow. will 
Does God the Lord bring to the birth, and not pive on n 
ſtrength to bring forth ? That be far from him ! the ſus ly ce 
ſpicion be far from us! He has in unſpeakable mercy, Lorc 
appointed his bleſſed Spirit for this purpoſe, The Holy « th 
Ghoſt the Comforter attendeth continually on this very « th 
thing ; to teſtify of Chriſt, and to reveal Chriſt in our ſin- C =. 
ful ſouls ; enabling us to diſcern the all-ſufficiency of 0 of 
Chriſt, to diſcern our right to make uſe of Chriſt, and to « th 
receive Chriſt as our on -rf wr God and Saviour, A 
Be it then your daily endeavour, your continual buſt. puni 

neſs to believe; firmly, confidently, aſſuredly to believe 

in jeſus Chriſt, as the great and glorious Redeemer, in 
whom you have pardon, you have righteouſneſs, and e- (4 
ternal (8) + 


(2 Lrek. xxxvi. 25. ( Iſa. i. 18. (e) Tia, xxxv. 47 57 6 


are allowed, invited, commanded to believe in the Son of 
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ternal liſe. Thus exerciſe yourſelves unto godlineſs, and 
* God will help you; God will ſtrengthen you; yea, 
* God will uphold you with the right hand of his r ghte- 
* ouſneſs,*——Thus exerciſe yourſelves unto godlineſs, 
depending on the divine faithfulneſs, proceeding upon 
the divine warrant, in obedicnce to the divine command, 
which expreſsly ſays, © Believe in the Lord your God, fo 
© ſhall ye be eſtabliſhed. Believe his prophets, ſo ſhall 

* yeproſper (d). Believe in his dear Son, ſo ſhall ye be 
* ſaved (e). 

Pharaoh ſaid to Joſeph, Now thou art commanded, 
© this do /. Let me alſo ſay to my hearers, Now ye 


God, this do. It is your grand concern ; the one thing 
needſul; without this nothing will profit you. I hercfore 
I repeat my exhortation; therefore I am ſo urgent; therefore 
I cannot diſmiſs the ſubje&, without beſeeching the Father 
of mercies, to command a bleſſing upon the word; that you 
may indeed “ believe (g) unto righteouſneſs, * unto life, 
unto ſalvation. Thus will you glorify the ineffable good- 
neſs of God, and the ineſtimable merit of Chriit , thus 
will you find a ſure, a full, an incomparably rich proviſi- 
on made for your ſafety ; and thus will you moſt eſſectual- 
ly comply with that tender and gracious invitation of the 
Lord your God, Come, my people, enter thou into 
© thy chambers, and ſhut thy doors about thee : hide 
« thyſelf as it were for a little moment, until the indig- 
© nation be overpaſt. For behold, the Lord cometh out 
© of his place to puniſh the inhabitants of the earth for 
c their iniquity (/). 

And what will ye do when the Lord cometh forth to 


puniſh, if you are not received | into the hiding-place ? 
P What 


(40) 2 Chron. xx. 20. (e) Acts xvi. 3t- (f, Cen, TY 19. 
(g) Rom. x, 10, (+) Ifa. xxvi, 20. 21, 
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What will ye do, ye men of ſober and decent converſa- 
tion, who have nothing but an outward regularity, and 
ſome cuſtomary conformity to religious worſhip ? Theſe, 
though in their place valuable, yet are no ſecurity ; they 


are only the outworks, not your citadel, When the” 


righteous Judge * ſhall be revealed from heaven, in flam- 
ing fire to take vengeance on them that obey not the 
* goſpel (i); theſe, without the blood of ſprinkling, 
will be but as a withered leaf amidſt the inextinguiſhable 
burning. 

What will ye do, ye men of wealth and large poſſeſ- 
fions ; © Will riches-profit you in the day of wrath (6) 
will riches protect you in the day of the Lord's contro- 
verſy ? Alas! they will mark you out for a prey, and 
ſerve only to lure the vultures. If riches have been your 
idol, hoarding up in your coffers, or Javiſhed out upon 
yourſelves ; they will, when the day of reckoning comes, 
be like the garment of pitch and brimſtone put upon the 
criminal condemned to the flames, 


What will ye do, ye mighty men of valour ? If the 
Lord turn his hand upon you, your heart ſhall fail 2nd 
your knees be feeble; your arm {h211 loſe its ſtrength, and 
vour ſword ſhall loſe its edge. Your fleets and armies 
© ſhall be as tow,” and the commanders of them, as a 
© ſpark: and they ſhall both burn together, and none 
| © ſhall quench them (J). — If you are not ſheltered and 
ſecured by this blood, what will ye do when tlie ſhout of 
the Archangel is made, and the trump of God is heard ? 
Undaunted as you now ſeem, you will then, in an agony 
of diſpair, © call upon rocks to fall m_=_ you, and moun- 
* tains to cover you. {m).” 

What will ye do, ye voluptuous men, and ye careleſs 
women? ye that eat the lambs out of the flock, and the 


calves 


(i) 2 Thef. i. 8, (4) 10. i. 37 


( Rev. vi. 16. 


9 Prov. xi. 4. 
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calves out of the midſt of the (tall ? ye that drink wine in 
bowls, and anoint yourſelves with the chief ointments ? 
Ah! what will ye do, when * the whole land, for the 
univerſal degeneracy of its inhabitants, for their contempt 
of Chriſt, and neglect of grace, ſhall become brimltone 3 
and ſalt, and burning; inſomuch that it ſhall not be 
* ſown, nor bear, nor any graſs grow thereon ()“? Much 
more may I aſk, What wiil ye do, when the heavens ſhall 
paſs away with a great noiſe ; when the elements ſhall 
melt with fervent heat; when the whole earth, and all 
the works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up ? 


What will ye do, people of all ranks and conditions, 
when * miſchief ſhall come upon miſchief, and rumour 
© ſhall be upon rumour (? * when your houſes ſhall be 
laid in heaps, and your ſtreets be made a place of graves ? 
when your cities, that were full of inhabitants, ſhall be 
ſolitary; and not a voice heard amidſt them, but ſighs of 
the diſconſolate, and groans of the dying? when your 
children ſhall be flaughtered in one place, your parents in 
another; and the © ſlain ſhall lie behind the ſlayer, as 
the ſheaves behind the reaper in the time of harveſt (/) 
hut, above all, what will ye do, when the great 
white throne is erected; when the carth and the heavens 
flee away from the *. of him that ſitteth thereon; and 
the dead, both ſmall and great, ſtand before God to be 
judged ? Without the blood of ſprinkling, where can you 
be ſafe ? how will you appear ? what will you do ? Where- 
as, if Chriſt and his blood are yours, all is yours ; you 
have nothing to fear, in time or eternity. O! well is it 
with you, and happy ſhall you be. But this reminds me 
of adding a word, 

4. By way of conſolation, —Poſlibly you may be ready 
to inquire, © What conſolation will this adminiſter, un- 


c“ der the appearance of national calamities?“ — Very 
great. Fear not, ſays the Lord, for J have redeemed 
Fi * theg 


) Deut. xxix, 23. (% Ezek, vii. 26. (p) Jer. ix 22. 
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© thee (5). Redemption by Chrilt is a preſervative from 
all terror, and an antidote againſt every evil. When this 
blood is iprinkled, fin is done away, and God is appeaſed ; 
his promiſes are your portion, and his arm is your de- 
fence, For the comfort of ſuch people it is written, He 
« ſhall deliver thee in fix troubles : yea, in ſeven, there 
© ſhall no evil touch thee. In famine he ſhall redeem thee 
* from death; and in war from the power of the ſword, 
* Thou fhalt be hid from the ſcourge of the tongue : nei- 
* ther ſhalt thou be afraid of deſtruction when it com- 
* eth (r).“ In the hands of this reconciled and faithful 
Creator, this unwearied and almighty Deliverer, how ſafe- 
ly may you depoſite yourſelves and your families, your 
poſſeſſion and your all! 


Be not then difcouraged, ye followers of Chriſt, though 
troublous times ſhould come. All creatures and all e- 
vents, are under the control of your heavenly Father. If 
he bas any further occaſion for your ſervice, or ſees it con- 
ducive to your good, he will preſerve you amidſt the 
greateſt dangers, He can draw a curtain of concealment 
over you, as he did over David in the cave (). He can 
plant an inviſible guard around you, as he did around 
Eliſha in Dothan (7), He can turn ahe hearts of your ad- 
verſaries, and make even the enemy and the avenger to 
be at peace with you, as he did in the caſe of Jacob, and 
his enraged brother. Or, if you fall in the common cala. 
mity, your latter end ſhall be peace.“ Your inheritance 
is unalienable, and your joy no man taketh from you.” 
Your beſt things, your eternal intereſts are ſecure ; invio- 
Jably ſecure; being hid with Chriſt in God (z).” 

Happy, unſpeakably bleſſed and happy the people on 
whom this blood is ſprinkled! If vindictive viſitations 
come upon the land, this may ſcreen and protect their per- 


ſons ; like the mark which the man clothed with linen ſet 
on 


(2) Iſa. Ini. 1. (2) 1 Sam. xxiv. 3. 


(t)2 Kings vi. 17. 


(r) Job v. 19, 2c, 21, 
(s) Col, ill, 3. 
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on the ſorehead of God's choſen ones (c); or like the line 
of ſcarlet thread which Rahab the harlot bound to the 
window of her houſe (y). However, by this blood of re- 
conciliation, all afflictions ſhall be diſarmed, and every 


evil unſtung, Nay, all things,” not in proſperity only, | 


but in adverſity likewiſe, © ſhall work together for good “. 
Death, even death, is vanquiſhed for them, and becomes 
their gain. And the laſt judgment is no longer their ter- 
ror, but their unſpeakable privilege. Being jultihed by 
this blood, they may even * glory in tribulation ; and re- 
« joice in hope,” in ſure and ſtedſaſt hope, of the glory of 
© God (2). 

Will ye not then, brethren, ardently join with me, 
while I lift my voice to God in the heavens, and ſay, 
& Awake, awake, O arm of the Lord; let this be a day 
c of thy power, and a day of our redemption, Behold, 
« O God our Saviour, and lookupon thy various congre- 
4% gations. See what a gathering of the people there is 
« in thy courts; let there be as great a gathering of ſouls to 
* thy bleſſed ſelf. Fulfil the prophecy, almighty Shiloh! 
« Let ſinners, won by the diſcovery of thy grace, fly un- 
* to thee as a cloud; and take ſhelter in thy wounds, as 
« the doves in their windows ! that they may reſt in the 
« day of trouble ; and when time ſhall be no more, may 
& enter into that everlaſting reſt which remaineth for the 
« people of God?” Amen! 


(x) Ezek. ix. 6. (y) Joch. ii. 18, 19. 

* Rom. viii, 28. This ſeems to be the meaning of the Holy Ghoft, 
in the paſſage lately quoted from Job. In ſix, in manito!d and vari- 
ous troubles, Cod ſhall deliver thee, Or, if he ſuffer thee to be involv- 
ed in ſeven, there ſhall no evil touch thee, His gracicus preſence ſhall 
be more than deliverance. Thou ſhalt not feel anguiſh, but enjoy 
comfort; thou ſhalt not ſuffer harm, but receive benefit. Though 
the flames of tribulation kindle all around, they ſhall net conſume thee, 
but only looſe thy bonds, and ſet thee free; ſet thy affcEtions free 
from a troubleſome world, or {et thy ſoul free from a priſon of clay, 

(x) Rom. v. 1, 2, 3» 
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WAY or HOLINESS. 


Preached on a public FasT-Dar. 


EZEKIEL CHay. xviil. VER. 27. 


When the wicked man turneth away from his wickedneſs 
that he Lath committed, and doth that which is lawful 
and right, he ſhall ſave his ſoul alive. 


M N of my hearers, I obſerve, are huſbandmen; 


and the ſeaſon, if I miſtake not, is the ſeaſon of 
ſeed-time, I will ſuppoſe a perſon unſkilled in 

your buſineſs, brethren, taking notice of your work; per- 
haps he goes home, and ſays,—** What ſtrange inconſi- 
« derate creatures have I ſeen-in the field ! I ſaw them, 
«© inſtead of laying up their corn in the garner, throw- 
* ing it away by handſuls; nay, they even buried it in 
6 the ground, and left it to putrify under the clods. Is 
6 this 
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this the way to improve their ſtock, and increaſe their 
t ſubſtance? is this the way to get gain, and provide for 
« their families?“ | 

Should any one make ſuch a refletion on your conduct, 
you have an anſwer ready. The ſame anſwer, only with 
an alteration of circumſtances, will be equally proper for 
your preacher, It is true, his uſual ſubjects are, the ab- 
ſolutely free grace of God, and the immenſely rich merits 
of Chriſt ; the infinite atonement and everlaſting righte · 
ouſneſs of the Redeemer. But becauſe be generally enlar- 
ges upon theſe doctrines, is he therefore throwing away 
his words? does he neglect the cauſe, or diſregard the 
intereſts of þ:/ine/5? Far from it. He is ſowing the ſeed of 
vital holineſs; without which ſeed holineſs will never 
flouriſh in your hearts, will never bring forth fruit in your 
lives, any more than your ploughed lands would produce 
a crop of corn without receiving the appointed grain. It 
is through the knowledge of our adorable Saviour, as cal- 
ling us to glory and virtue, that * we have all things per- 
« taining unto life and godlineſs (a); unto the enjoyment 
of liſe eternal, and the practice of true godlineſs, 


To convince you that this is is my aim, I have choſen 
a text full to the purpoſe; and not unſuitable to the occa- 
ſion of our preſent aſſembly : When the wicked man 
© turneth away from his wickedneſs that he hath commit- 
© ted, and doth that which is lawful and right, he ſhall 
« ſave his ſoul alive.” | 

The words naturally divide themſelves into the follow- 
ing particulars : > 


1. What the wicked man ſhould turn from 


neſs. 
II. What he ſhould turn #9—T0 do that which is lawful 
and right. 


Wicked 


III. 


(4) 2 Pet. 1. hs 
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III. What will be the ef: of ſuch kg e ſhall 
fave his foul alive, 

May Chriſt Jeſus, the head of his church, and the won- 
derful Counſellor, enable us to open theſe truths, to add 
a word of lively application, and to receive godly edify- 
ing from the whole ! 


I. What the wicked man ſhould turn from—IVicheds- 
neſt. Here perhaps you expect that I ſhould mention ſe- 
veral ſorts of wickedneſs, ſhould diſplay the deteſtable 
nature and deſtructive conſequences of each; and deter you 
by ſuch conſiderations from the commiſſion of them all; de- 
ter you from lying and defrauding, from curſing and ſwear- 
ing, from drunkenneſs and uncleanneſs, from a ſpiteſul 
temper and a backbiting tongue, Theſe are hocrid evils ; 
on account of theſe the land mourns ; theſe bring the ven- 
geance of God on a perſon, and on a people (5). If I could 
ſpeak in thunder, I could never inveigh too loudly againſt 
theſe vices. * Ye that go on in ſuch iniquities, ye 
are ſcattering brimſtone upon your habitations (c); ye 
« are heaping up wrath againſt the day of wrath (4): How 
© can ye eſcape the damnation of hell (e)? 


But let me forbear ſuch invectives; let me reaſon with 
you in the ſpirit of mildneſs. I will ſuppoſe you poſſeſſed 
of a pleaſant garden. In ſome favourite bed many weeds 
ſpring up, alluring to the eye, but full of deadly poiſon. 
Will you order your gardener to crop off the leaves, or to 
pluck up the roots ? To pluck up the roots, molt certain- 
ly : becauſe, if he does the former only, it will avail but 
little, it will be no better than labour loſt: whereas, if 
he does the latter, he will effectually rid your ground of 
the pernicious encumbrance. —Thus would I at, Wick. 
edneſs is this pernicious weed; it is full of deadly poiſon, 
it pollutes your ſouls, and will be the bane of your happt- 
neſs. I would not therefore be content with uſing the 

2 prunes 


(b) Col. iii. 6. (e) Job xviii, 15. (4, Rom. ii. 5. 
(e, Matth. xxiii. 33. rad. 
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prunning knife, and cutting off the ſhoots ; but I would 
take the ſpade, and level my blow at the root. 

I would fain have you turn, not partially and ſuperfici- 
ally, but thoroughly and habitually :—not from ſome only, 
but from all wickedneſs ;—and not barely from the prac- 
tice, but even from the love of it, and any fondneſs for it. 
This will never be accompliſhed, unleſs you turn 

From a thoughtleſs 
From a prayerleſi 1 ſtate, 
From an inſen/ible J 


1. From a thoughtleſ; ſtate. —You are made for eternity; 

you are immortal beings ; you muſt dwell either with God 
in heaven, or with devils in hell; and that to endleſs, 
endleſs ages. You know not how ſoon you may be ſum- 
moned into the inviſible and eternal world ; the following 
night, for aught you can tell, or before the preſent hour 
is expired. Do Yau ſerioufly conſider to which of theſe 
everlaſting abode$” you; are approaching? for which of 
theſe unchangeable conditions you are meet? 
Except a man be born again,” ſays our Lord, © he 
© cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven ().“ This 
is the unalterable reſolution of the righteons Judge. You 
all hope for heaven; and I humbly beſeech the Lord, 
that you may not be diſappointed of your hope. But do 
you diligently inquire whether you have experienced this 
new birth? Is there a ſpiritual change wrought in your 
ſouls? Are your affections taken off from vanity, 
and fixed on the infinitely amiable God? Is your memory 
filled with the truths of the goſpel, and are your deſires 
riſing to things above? To expect the bleſſedneſs of hea- 
ven, and have no concern about this renewal of your na- 
ture, is to contemn the counſels of Chriſt, and to trifle 
with his unalterable decree. 

* Without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord (g).“ This 

13 


(Cf) John iii. 3. (2) Heb. xii. 34. 
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js the ſtanding rule for our preſent conduct, and indiſpen- 
ſibly neceſſary for our future happineſs, You may be ci- 
vil and decent in your behaviour; you may attend the 
place of divine worſhip, and paſs for reputable perſons : 
yer, unleſs you are holy in your hearts, and holy in your 
converſation, you cannot enter into God's bliſsful pre- 
ſence. To de holy, is to © put on Chriſt (4); * to reſem- 
ble Chriſt in your ſpirit and carriage, as one man reſembles 
another, when he puts on his dre{s, or imitates his man- 
ners, Do you look to Chriſt as your pattern; follow 
Chriſt as your guide; and, in the general courſe of your 
life, walk as Chriſt walked ?--Perhaps you have never 
ſo much as aimed at this; never ſo much as ſeriouſly con- 
ſidered eternity, regeneration, and a conformity to Chriſt, 
Theſe things are ſeldom, if ever, in your thoughts. Then 
be aſſured, your are far from holineſs. You are not turn- 
ed from your evil way, no, nor ſo much as beginning to 
turn. 


Say not, This duty of ſerious conſideration is a flight 
© matter, If I had been guilty of injuſtice or perjury ; if 
© I had committed adultery or murder, theſe indeed were 
© hainous crimes ; whereas, the omiſſion which you have 
inſiſted on, is but a ſmall offence.” Small offence ! Pre- 
ſume not to think ſo. However ſuch guilt may appear 
little in your view, or fit eaſy upon your conſcience, it is 
hainous enough to make heaven and earth amazed. For 
thus ſaith the Lord, Hear, O heavens, and give car, O 
© earth! I have nouriſhed and brought up children, and 
© they have rebelled againſt me. The ox knoweth his 
© owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib: but Iſrael doth 


not know; my people DOTH NOT CONSI- 


DER (i).“ To ſay the truth, an inconſiderate 
careleſs life is an unintermitted courſe of ſin; it is one 
continued act of rebellion againſt God.—It oppoſes his 


compaſſionate wiſh, © O! that they were wiſe ! that they 
Q 2 © under- 


(5%) Rom, xiii. 14. (3) Iſa. i. 2, 3. 
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* underſtood this] that they would conſider their latter 
end (4)!*'—It diſobeys his poſitive command, Thus 
« faith the Lord of hoſts,” the ſupreme ruler of the world, 
* Conſider your ways (/),'—It defeats the deſign of his 
holy word, and ſhould mzke the blood of his Son to be of 
none eſſect. 


2, Turn from a prayerleſi ſtate, —Alas ! how many of 
thoſe whom we call Chriſtians are ſtrangers to prayer ! 
How many /ervarts riſe to their work, and never bend a 
knee before their maſter in heaven! How many maſters 
ſet their ſervants an ungodly example; enter upon the 
affairs of the day, without imploring the God of all grace, 
either to proſper their buſineſs or to ſanctiſy their ſouls ! 
How many parents know not what it is to make earnelt 
ſupplications for the converſion and ſalvation of their 
children! And how many children are as ignorant of the 
nature, the neceſſity, the advantages of prayer, “as the 
* wild aſſes colt (2)! ? 


Shall I reckon theſe good people! are thefe turned to 
their God? No; they are deſpiſers of the Moſt High 5 
they caſt contempt upon his majeſty, The language of 
their practice is, Depart from us. Omnipotent as thou 
© art, we have no need of thee ; no need of thy Spirit to 
make interceſſion in us; no need of thy Son to make 
© interceſſion ſor us. Moſt juſtly, therefore, is it reckon- 
ed by Eliphaz as part of a wicked and abandoned charac- 
ter, Thou reſtraineſt prayer before God ().“ Nay, it 
is mentioned by the Pſalmiſt as the finiſhing part; that 
which ſeals up the ſoul under the dominion of iniquity, 
and ſhuts out all reaſonable hope of a reformation: The 
© are corrupt, they do abominable works; and there is 
no proſpect of their doing otherwiſe, ſince they call 
not upon the Lord ().“ 


Reli- 


(4) Devt. xxxii, 29. (/) Hag. i. 5, 7. (m) Job xi. 12. 
1 Job XV. 4. 4 Pial, xiv, 1. 41 
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Religious, yet neglect prayer! Impoſſible. Can a man 
live without food? can he breathe without air? No more 
can you withſtand temptation, or exerciſe godlineſe, unlefs 
you watch unto prayer (). — The neglect of prayer is 
not only ſinful in itſelf, but the ſure ſign of an unſanctiſied 
heart, and the wide inlet to every unrighteous practice. 
© Shew me a prayerleſs perſon,” ſaid one,“ and 1 will ſhew 
« you a graceleſs perſon.” —Turn then, ſinners, turn with- 
out delay, to a habit of prayer; of ſecret, ſerious, earneſt 
prayer; otherwiſe you cannot expect that the wrath of 
God ſhovld be turned away from you. No: when he 
whets his glittering ſword, and his hand takes hoid on 
judgment, 5 are the perſons that cauſe the indignation, 
you are the perſons who have reaſon to tremble at the ſtroke, 
For thus it is written in that venerable book, which is a 
tranſcript of the divine will, and the rule of the divine 
procedure, Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that 
* know thee not; pour out' thy fury upon the families 
* that call not upon thy name. (5). 


3. Turn from your inſen/ible ſtate, — ge ſenſible of 
your guilt, your miſery, your ruin, Thoughtleſs and 
prayerleſs people, you are ſinners before the God of heu- 
ven; you are the children of his wrath ; you are the ob- 
jects of his vengeance ;. condemned and accurſed by his 
holy word, O! may the Lord of all power rend the veil 
from your underſtandings, and” ſhew you your perilous, 
your dreadſully perilous condition. 


If, while I am ſpeaking, the earth ſhould reel to and 
fro, and be in ſtrong convulſions under your feet ; jf it 
ſhould open its horrid jaws, and gape frightfully wide to 
devour you; not one in the aſſembly but would be great- 
ly alarmed. How then can you be careleſs and uncon- 
cerned, when hell from beneath is opening her mouth to 


ſwallow you up in endleſs perdition ? If this building 


was rocking over your heads, and tottering on every ſid? : 
1 


(p) Eph. v. 18. I (2 Jer. *. 25, 
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if the beams were-burlting, and the walls cleaving; you 
would be ſtruck with aſtoniſhment. And bow is it that 
you are under no apprehenſions, when the indignation of 
an Almighty God is ready to fall upon you, and worſe 
than ten thouſand falling milltones, grind you to 
powder ? If the French were landed with an army of 
deſperate Papiſts; if you were ſurrounded by thoſe bar- 
barous enemies of your religion and country ; if their 
ſwords, reeking with Britiſh blood, were now at your 
throats, you would tremble for your lives. And will you 
not feel ſome concern for your ſouls, when the ſword of 
Omaipotence is ſharpened to cut you in pieces ; when, 
for aught you know, it may be already unſheathed, may 
have received a commiſhon to give the fatal blow, and, 
before another hour paſſes, may actuall, ſtrice ?——If the 
late diſtemper among the cattle ſhould turn to a plague a- 
mong men ; if it ſhould ſweep away thouſands and ten 
thouſands to an untimely grave; if you ſhould ſee multi- 
tudes of your neighbours fickening, dropping, dying on 
every ide, certainly you would be terrified. How then 
can you remain unimpreſſed, when the curſe (7) of God 
is approaching you? when the curſe of God is hovering o- 
ver you? when the curſe of God is ready to be poured out 
upon you, and turn all your delights into weeping, wail- 
ing, and gnaſhing of teeth ? | 

Behold then, ſinners, inconſiderate and inſenſible ſinners, 
you are this day impleaded at God's bar; you are found 
guilty before the Judge of the world ; you are upon the 
very brink of everlaſting deſtruction. 
but hell is opening her mouth to devour you, Not the 
Stones and timber of your houſes, but the vengeance of 
the Moſt High, is ruſhing down upon you, The ſword, 
not of an enraged adverſary, but of God's moſt tremen- 
dous diſpleaſure, is drawn, perhaps ſtretched out to de- 
droy you. The peſtilence, or what is infinitely more to 


be dreaded than the peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs, the 
curſe 


(r) Gal, iii. 10. 


Not the earth, 
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eurſe of God is ready to break forth upon you. And 
will not theſe terrors awaken you, alarm you, perſuade 
you (s)?——Thou God of the world, and God of our 
ſouls, let not thy judgments and thy threatnings go forth 
in vain ! « 

I hope ſome of you are inclined to aſk——-How, or to 
what ſhould we be perſuaded ? If ſo, my ſecond particular 


will ſuggeſt the proper anſwer. 


II. What the wicked man ſhould turn to? — 0 do 
that which is lawful and right: to repent of ſin, and love 
God; to be pure in heart, and holy in all manner of con- 
verſation. This is implied in the exhortation of the 
text; this is the indiſpenſible duty of all men; and to 
promote this, is the continual aim of our miniſtry, 

But you are guilty, ruined, impotent creatures, —CGuilty; 
and can you under a load of treſpaſſes, ariſe and do your 
Lord's will? Ruined; and can you, amidſt ſuch diſ- 
couraging circumſtances, have any heart to ſet about the 
work of reformation ?— [potent ; and can you, under 
the molt deplorable weakneſs, perform the moſt difficult 
of all ſervices ?-No ; you mult firſt be relieved and ena- 
bled, before you can be ſufficient for theſe things. Like 
the woman bowed down with a ſpirit of infirmity, or like 
the impotent man at the pool of Betheſda, you mult receive 
reſtoration and ſtrength from God your Saviour. Turn 
then to Chriſt, who ſays by his prophet, © O Iſrael, thou 
© haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, but in me is thy help (7). 


If you ſhould enquire, What ſhall I find in Chriſt ?— 
All that you can want; all that you can wiſh; incompa- 


rably more than I am able to expreſs: For it hath pleaſ- 
« ed the Father, that in Chriſt ſhould all ſulneſs dwell (u).“ 


Becauſe you are guilty, and have a burden of iniquity 
on your ſouls, he is © the Lamb of God that taketh away 
6 the ſin of the world (x); * a Lamb of God's own appoint- 

ing; 


.) 2 Cor. v. 11, (t) Hoſ. xiii, 9. (v) Col. I. 19. (ﬆ) Joh, i. 29. 
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ing; a Lamb of infinite exceilence and dignity ; to whom 


nothing is equal, nothing comparable, This Lamb of 
God has ſhed his blood for ſinners: has ſuffered death for 
ſinners ; yea, has died in their ſtead, and endured all that 
vengeance which they have deſerved. In this moſt won- 
der ful and perfect manner has he obtained their pardon ! 
pardon, not of ſome only, but of all ſins. Be they ever 
ſo numerous, or ever ſo hainous, it muketh no difference 
with bim. An infinite Saviour taketh away millions, in- 
numerable millions, of the molt abominable iniquities, 
with as much eaſe as he expiates a ſingle offence, or the 
ſmalleſt fault, * He blotteth out tranſgreſſions,” aggra- 
vated tranſgreſſions, innumerable tranſgreſſions, * as a 
cloud (5); as ealily, and as completely, as the wind 
ſweeps away a floating cloud from the face of the ſky. 
Delivered from this load of guilt, you will be fitted to walk 
in the way of God's commandments, * and not be weary ;. 
« yea, to run and not be faint (z).“ 


Becauſe you are ruined, and have nothing that may re- 
commend you to the moſt high God, Chriſt has brought in 
a righteouſneſs -a complete righteouſneſs - a divine righ- 
teouſneſs. Conſider the unſpotted purity of his nature, 
and the unfinning obedience of his iſe; conſider his fer- 
vent charity to man, and his patient reſignation to God; 
conſider all bis cxalted virtues, and all his exemplary acti- 
ons: theſe, all theſe, in their utmoſt perfection, are not 
only for the imitation, but for the juſtification alſo of ſuch 
ſinners as you and J. His name bis“ Jehovah,” which 
ſpeaks incomprehenſible grandeur in him; - Jehovah our 
© righteouſneſs (a), which ſpeaks unutterable comfort to 
to us. In this righteouſneſs we may be fully accepted, 
and intitled to lite eternal. Of this we may make out 
boaſt, and ſay, In the Lord have I righteouſnefs ();“ I, 


atranſpreſfſor, have a real righteouſneſs ; I, a deſective crea- 
ture 


(y) Iſa. xliv. 22. (2) Ia. 11. 31, 


(5) Ila, xliv, 2 | e 


(a) Jer, xxili. 6. 
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ture, have a conſummate righteouſneſs; I, a frail relapſ- 
ing Chriſtian, have an invariable and everlaſting righte- 
ouſneſs, O!]! what a treaſure is this! what an unſpeak- 
able giſt is this! Is there a cordial that can revive our ſpi- 
rits, is there a motive that can animate us to duty, like 
juſtification through Immanuel's righteouſneſs ? Bleſ- 
led Lord! this makes thy yoke eaſy, and thy burden 
light, | 
; Becauſe you are weak and diſabled, Chriſt has the reſi- 
due of the Spirit (c), the fulneſs of the Spirit (4); the 
ſeven ſpirits of God are before his throne (e). The ho- 
ly Ghoſt, in all his operations, and with all his graces, 
Chriſt ſends to whomſoever he pleaſes (7). — He gave 
this ineſtimable bleſſing to Saul the perſecutor and blaſ- 
phemer. He gave this ineſtimable bleſſing to many of his 
murderers and crucifiers. He (till confers the heavenly 
pift on his enemies, yea, on the rebellious allo (g). And 
« the promiſe,” the free gracious promile, © is to you, and 
© to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as ma- 
ny as the Lord our God,” by the preaching of his goſ- 
pel, ſhall call (5). 

How ſalutary and beneficial are the eſſects of this giſt ! 
Our Lord himſelf, who beſt knew, has admirably ſhewn, 
© He that believeth on me, out of his belly ſhall flow ri- 
vers of living water.“ This ſpake he of the Spirit, which 
every one that turns to him, and believes on him, ſhall re- 
ceive. a ſome beautiſul and copious river; how it 
exhilerates the country, and fructifies the ſoil, through 
which it paſſes ; beſtows a thouſand conveniencies, and 
gives birth to a thouſand delights, wherever it takes its 
winding courſe, So the Comforter dwelling in the heart, 
gives ſuch charming views of Chriſt and his unſearchable 
riches, as gladden the conſcience, and make us truly hap- 


R Py. 


(c) Mal. ii. 15. (d) Col. i. 19. (e) Rev. i. 4. 
John xvi. 7. E) Pial. Ixviii. 18. (4) AQs ii, 39. 
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py. Hence, as from an inexhauſtible ſource, true holi- 


neſs flows, and every ſpiritual pood. This diſpoſes us to th: 
love our neighbour ; this teaches us to be meek in ſpirit ; Jon 
and this will raiſe our deſires far above earthly, ſenſual, met 
6 tranſitory things; even as David's thoughts were raiſcd ſer 
| far above the ſhepherd's ſcrip, when he ſat exalted on the pa 


throne of Iſrael. ha 


Under the influence of this divine Spirit, you will ſay, 
* Chriſt has taken away the execrable filth of my fins ; 
© and ſhall I wallow in the mire of iniquity again ? 
* Chriſt has delivered me from the pit of everlaſting de- 
© {trution, and ſhall I leap into thoſe unquenchable flames, 
* from which, as a brand, I have been ſnatched ? In 
© my adorable Redeemer I have a perfe& righteouſneſs» 
© and am completely juſtified; and ſhall I not endeavour 
© to walk worthy of ſuch favours, to ſhew my gratitude 
for ſuch beneficence, by bringing forth the fruits of righ- 
© teouſneſs in all my converſation ? ? 
Yes, brethren ; when you are turned to Chriſt to re- 
ceive his atonement, to rely on his righteouſneſs, to be us 
filled with his Spirit, it will be with your ſoul as it is with in! 
the earth when it is turned to the ſun, The earth, you in 
ſee, is now barren and unfruitful, becauſe it has been very hi 
much withdrawn from the enlivening beams of the ſun : an 
ere long it will be replaced under the full influences of that m 
Fountain of light and heat. Then what a change will take 
place! how will the flowers appear on the ground ! how 


will the leaves adorn the trees! how will the ſinging of pr 
birds be heard in our land } So ſhall holineſs and a hea- ra 
venly temper be produced in your ſouls ; ſo ſhall obedi- == 
ence, with all the fruits of godlineſs, flouriſt in your lives; in 
when this * Sun of righteouſneſs ' manifeſts himſelf in your ec 
hearts, makes you partakers of his ſalvation, and thus Wi 


c ariſes upon you with healing in his wings (i). 


Should 


li) Mal. iv. 2. 
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Should any one doubt, whether his is the way to do 
that which is lawſul and right; I aſk——Is it not a plea. 


ing way? ſuch as we ſhould wiſh for ? ſuch as we ſhould 


prefer above all others; and ſuch as will render our Lord's 
ſervice perfect freedom? Is it not a rational way? ap- 
parently adapted to engage the heart, to ſtrengthen the 
hand, and thereby to fit the whole man for every good 
work ? 


Beſides, is it not the way appointed by God? Would 
we earneſtly repent, and be heartily ſorry for all our miſ- 
doings ? The wiſdom of God aſſures us, this ſorrow mult 
ariſe from believing views of Chriſt ; from *© looking unto 
him whom we have pierced (4); looking unto him as 
* wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our ini- 
: quities.“ This, if any thing, will incline us to be afflict- 
ed, and mourn and weep for all our abominations. Thus, 
and thus only, ſhall we experience that * godly forrow 
© which worketh repentance not to be repented of. 

Would we love God? The oracles of heaven inform 
us, that we mult firſt ſee his love, his infinitely free, and 
infinitely tender love, towards us; his love, not imput- 
ing any fin to our ſouls, but laying all our iniquities upon 
his own Son, Then ſhall we /ove him, when we perceive 
and know that he has, in this moſt divinely gracious 
manner, regarded—/oved—blefſed us, 


Would we be pure in heart? The Lord © purifies the 
© heart by faith (/); * faith in Chriſt, as ſhedding his molt 
precious blood, as giving his moſt glorious perſon, for our 
ranſom ; and, by his one oblation, finiſhing our tranſgreſ- 
lion, making reconciliation for our iniquity, yea, perfect- 
ing us for ever: inſomuch that we may boldly and aſſur - 
edly ſay, * Through this grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
we ſhall be ſaved. He that hath this faith and this hope, 


4 purifizth himſelf, even as he is pure. 
wy : R 2 F Would 


0 Zech. xii, 10. Ad xv. 9. 
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Would we renounce all ungodlineſs ? would we live fo. 
.berly, righteouſly, and godly ()? By grace we mult be 
enabled; even that grace which brings ſalvation, a finiſh- 
ed and free ſalvation, to ſinners. That grace appearing 
in the heart and appropriated by faith, is the ſure, the 
effectual means of true ſanctiſication; the ſure, the ef- 
fetua] motive to willing obedience, Therefore our 
Lord ſays, © He that eateth me, even he ſhall live by me 
* (n).' © He that eateth me, that receiveth my righteouſ- 
neſs and redemption ; that maketh a daily uſe ot me and 
my benefits, for the refreſhment and health of his foul ; 
as people make a daily uſe of their neceſſary food, for the 
nouriſhment and ſupport of their bodies: even he ſhall 
* live by me; he ſhall live to God in real holineſs here, 
and live with God in everlaſting glory hereaſter. This 
method will itrenpthen and prepare us for diſcharging all 
the duties of a Chriſtian life; as bread ſtrengthens and 
prepares the labourer for diſpatching the buſineſs of his 
toilſome calling. Whereas, without uling this ſovereign 
expedicnt. we ſhall be as incapable of exerciling ourſelves 
unto godlineſs, as the hireling deprived of his uſual meals 
would be incapable of performing his daily taſk, 


Upon the whole, we do not urge you to make brick 
without ſtraw : we do not call upon you to ariſe and 
work, without ſhewing you from whence your ability and 
vigour are to proceed, Some, perhaps, might exhort 
you to all holy obedience ; but, neglecting theſe molt ne- 
ceſſary directions, their exhortations would be comfort- 
Jeſs and infignificant : becauſe you might fetch a ſigh, 
and make anſwer, „ All this we would gladly do, but, 
4e alas! we are not able.” —Whereas here is grace ſuffi- 
cient for you in Chriſt. Whatever hinders you, Chriſt 
removes; whatever you want, Chriſt beſtows; © that 
being delivered from your enemies, and from the hand 


ol all that hate you; from the influence of all that 
im- 


(v Tit, ii. II, 12. (n) Jokn vi. 7. 
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imbarraſſes, and all that diſcourages you; you may 
* ſerve him, without * ſlaviſh or diſquieting © fear, in 
' holineſs and righteo uſneſs before him, all the days 0 


* your life (o). 


Happy deliverance ! thrice happy conduct! but hap- 
pier ſtill the iſſue of all! — Which reminds me of my laſt 
inquiry, namely, 

III. What will be the 2-7 of this turning? Ie, the 
wicked man, thus turned, * ſhall ſave his ſoul alive.” 


He ſhall fave Safety ſhall be his companion; ſaſety 
ſhall be his guard ; ſafety ſhall eſcort him through the 
dangers of life, All the days of his appointed tune,“ he 
« ſhall dwell under the defence of the moſt High, and 
« abide under the ſhadow of the Almighty (). — Moft 
delirable ſituation ! eſpecially when judgments, deſolating 
and deſtructive jadgments, are abroad, —— While the 
{ſtorm of calamity is gathering, or when the tempeſt of 
tribulation is raging, O! what a calm muſt it create in 
the heart, to have the eternal God for our refuge (4)! 
to ſay within ourſelves, The hand that is“ ſtretched 
« over the ſea, and ſhakes the kingdoms,” of the earth ? 
the hand that rends the mountains, and ſcatters the 
« everlaſting hills (r); that hand is my defence and my 
ſhield ? 

Save his ſoul—It is not improbable but his bodily wel- 
ſare may be ſecured. God may ſet a mark upon his fore- 
head, and command the ſword of the deſtroying angel to 
paſs over his houſe, But however this may be determi- 
ned, his ſoul ſhall be ſafe. As to his ſpiritual welfare, he 
has a writ of protection under the great ſeal of heaven. 
The Lord Jeſus is his ever faithfal guardian, and * none 


© ſhall pluck him out of the divine Redcemer's hand GO). 
ie 


e) Luke i. 74, 75. (þ) Pfal. xci. 1. () Deut. xxxiii. 27. 


| (* Hab. iii. 6. 3 (s) John x. 28. 
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The roaring lion may go about, ſeeking to devour him: 
but he has a ſtrong city, which the infernal adverſary 


cannot ſtorm; he has an impregnable bulwark, which 
the powers of darkneſs cannot ſcale. Though he fall, 
the arm of Chriſt will raiſe him; though he be defiled, the 
blood of Chriſt will cleanſe bim; though he die, it will 
be no loſs, but gain, He that has the keys of the grave, 
will give commandment concerning his mouldering bones; 


he that lives for evermore, will receive his departing ſoul, 


— This, perhaps, may be meant by that other emphatical 
word, alive. | | 

He ſhall fave his ſoul alive He ſhall not barely be 
ſafe, but happy. He ſhall enjoy what truly deſerves the 
name of life, A man may eſcape from his enemy, by 
flying to a fortified caſtle : but in the caſtle there may be 
drought and famine ;3 he may periſh by theſe dilaſters, 
though preſerved from the purſuing foe. It ſhall not be 
thus with the returning, believing, renewed ſinner. He 
ſhall be ſaved with a complete and everlaſting ſalvation. 
He is a child of God, and an heir of glory, He ſhall rejoice 
in Chriſt Jeſus here, and ſhall enter into the joy of his 
Lord hereafter, — When the earth is burnt up, he ſhall 
ſee it; when the heavens paſs away, he ſhall ſtand with 
boldneſs ; when all nature ſinks into diſſolution, he ſhall 
not only ſurvive, but enjoy the ruin. He ſhall leave a 
diſſolving world, to poſſeſs a kingdom in heaven; to 
wear a crown of righteouſneſs ; and to be for ever with, 
for ever like his bleſſed and glorious Lord. 


We have now ſhewn—what the wicked man ſhould 
turn ſrom hat he ſhould turn 79—what will be the ehe 
of this turning. —Give me leave to aſk, Has the arm of 
the Lord been revealed? Are you impreſſed by the awful, 
or encouraged by the comfortable truths ? If ſo, perhaps 
you will be ready to ſay, Will Chriſt receive ne? 
« will he make ue a partaker of theſe incomparable be- 

“ nefits 
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&« nefits ? ſhall ſuch a one, who is ſo very unworthy, 
« find favour in his ſight ? ” 

Yes, ſuch a one may find favour, Any one, every 
one who comes, he will receive. He ſends his miniſters 
to invite you; he ſends his judgments to compel you; he 
uſes every expedient to gain you. He bids earthquakes 
tear the foundations of nature, and turn mighty cities in- 
to ruinous heaps that you may be built on that rock 
which ſhall never be ſhaken. He calls the ſword of war 


out of its ſcabbard, and commands it to be bathed in 
blood, that you may fly for ſafety to the Prince of peace, 


While ruin and deſolation are purſuing their dreadfu] 
work all around, he throws open the doors of his grace 
and righteouſneſs, and molt compaſſiona tely cries, © Come, 
« my people; come, poor offenders; enter into theſe | 
& chambers, and find reſt.” 

Is any of you {till inclined to reply, Will Chriſt in- 
« deed receive me, who am not only a finner—but a 
great ſinner —a long perſiſting ſinner——and-now ſeem 
& to come but at the 44 hour ; more like one driven by 
& fear, than drawn by love ? ”—What thinkeſt thou! 
Would the widow of Nain, who went mourning after the 
corpſe of her only ſon, almoſt inconſolable with her loſs ; 
would ſhe be unwilling to receive him, when our Lord 
reſtored him to life, and delivered him to bis mother (7)? 
would ſhe need much importunity, and hardly be prevail- 
ed on, to embrace her beloved, her lamented child? Im- 
poſlible to ſuppoſe. Remember what Chriſt has dane for 
ſinners, what he has /ufered for ſinners, how his bowels 


earn over ſinners; and it will appear equally impoſſible 


that he ſhould reject any returning profligate. 
Rejea ! No; the good father, aged and venerable as 
be was, baltened, yea ran, to meet the prodigal. He 


fell on his neck, and tenderly kiſſed the diſſolute 
youth 


6% Luke vii. 25, 
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youth (z)., So, with ſuch readineſs and ſuch compaſſion, will 


the everlaſting Father receive you to his family, his fa- 
vour, his love ;3——nay more, he will receive you with 


Joy. He is the good ſhepherd ; you are the loſt ſheep ; 


he is come in his word to ſeek you; when you turn to 
him, be has found you: then, ſays the ſcripture, the 
good - ſhepherd goes home with his recovered ſheep, re- 
roicing (x). O let your miniſter, and (which is unſpeak- 
ably more engaging) let the bleſſed Jeſus have joy of you, 
my brethren ; even that Jeſus, by whom ſinners are 
dearly beloved and longed for )); who has no greater, 
delight, than to ſave them ſrom their iniquities, and num- 
ber them among his children. 

If you ſhould anſwer, “ this is a matter of the ut- 
*© molt importance; it lies at the very root of all my com- 
4% fort; let me hear it confirmed from our Lord's own 
« mouth; I will hearken; what the Lord God will ſay 
& concerning me (3) 

Hear then his own promiſe, the moſt precious promiſe 
that words can form, or fancy conceive : * Whoſoever 
* cometh to me, for pardon, for juſtification, for holi- 
neſs, © I will in no wiſe caſt him out (32). II heſocver; 
whether he be high or low, learned or illiterate ; whe- 
ther he be a ſervant or a maſter, a prince or a beggar 3 
no one is excepted, no one ſhall be reſuſed. In no wiſe ; 
on no conſideration of paſt tranſgreſſions ; on no account 
of preſent depravity; on no foreknowledge of future 
failings. Only let him come, only let him come, and 
nothing ſhall debar him from the enjoyment of my bene. 


fitz, nothing ſhall ſeparate him from the endearment of my 
love, 


Hear his kind invitation : © Return unto me, for I 
have redeemed you (b), Ye that have hitherto been 
4 0 | ſtran* 


(u) Luke XY, 2, 
(z) Pal, Ixxxy, 8. 


(x) Luke xv. 5. 
(a) John vi, 37. 


(y) Phil, iv, 2, 
(6) Ifa, xlive 22 
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ſtrangers to ſeriouſneſs, and always alienated from me, 
turn unto me,” and I will not ſo much as upbraid you 
(c) with your folly, Ye that are now backſliders, and 
have for a ſeaſon ungratefully departed from me, © turn 
* unto me, and I will heal your backſlidings; my ſtripes 
ſhall make you whole,—Ye that have been ſlaves to vice, 
have ſold yourſelves to work wickedneſs, and are grown 
old in abominable practices; it is not too late even fer 
you. I have redeemed even ſuch as you. — I ſhake the 
pillars of nature, and rock the foundations of the world; 
I clothe the heavens with blackneſs, and I make ſack- 
* cloth their covering: yet for ſuch as you, © I gave 
© my back to the ſmiters and hid not my face from ſhame 
and ſpitting (4); Yes, finners, ſinners of every kind, 
I bore the curſe of the law, and died the death of the croſs, 
on purpoſe that I might redzem ſuch as you, —Moſt a- 
miable Redeemer ! Who would not liſten to a call fo won. 
derfully endearing ? Sinners, how can you withſtand a a 
motive ſo ſweetly conltraining ? 

Hear his ſolemn at‘: © As I live, ſaith the Lord God, 
I have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that 
the wicked.turn from his way and live; turn ye, turn 
ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O houſe 
of Iſrael (e) ?* Was their ever any declaration ſo charm- 
ing, or any addreſs fo affectionate? See! how the high 
and lofty One condeſcends ! He commands in heaven, on 
earth, through hell; yet, more like a ſupplicant than a 
ſovereign, he vouchſaſes to ſolicit and beleech you. From 
the habitation of his glory he cries, Turn ye, poor periſh. 
ing creatures. Again he cries, Turn ye, to your God 
and Saviour, that ye may be delivered from all your tranſ- 
greſſions, and iniquity may not be your ruin. To take 
away all your reluctance, he pleads, he expoſtulates, 
* Why will ye die?” why will ye deſtroy yourſelves» 

8 


and 


Lay CY CY * 


(e) James i. . (d) Ifa, | 3. 6. (ec) Ezek. XXX!il, 11. 
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and be undone for ever ? That you may have no 
doubt of a free pardon and a favourable reception, he 
ſwears, ſwears by himſelf, by his own life and immortal] 
perfections, that he © has no pleaſure in your death, but 
ſhall rejoice, infinitely rejoice, in your recovery and ſal- 
vation. 

Here then you have the promiſe, the invitation, the 
eath of the Lord, Can there be greater encouragement ? 
Will not this threefold cord draw you ?——Should you 
ſay, „I cannot turn; I am tied and bound with the 
& chain of my corruptions; O! that Chriſt ——Fear 
not; he will, he will, He that ſends his miniſter to give 
you this exhortation, he that has ſent his Spirit to work 
this deſire in your ſou}, he that ſpilt his blood to obtain 
all bleſſings for you, he will put forth his ſtrength, and 
turn you to himſelf, He ſtretched forth his hand, and 
ſaved Peter from ſinking in the tempeſtuous ſea, What 
he did to him is a pattern and a pledge of what he would 
do for you. Only continue to ſeck his face, Let your 
heart talk of him. Set his unbounded goodneſs and al- 
mighty power before your eyes. Meditate on his infinite 
propitiation and incomprehenſible merits, Conſider his 
everlaſting righteouſneſs and never-ceaſing interceſſion. 


Look upon all theſe as your own. To look upon them as 
your own, you have a warrant, you have a command, — 

And if Chriſt has done ſo great things for you, you may 
aſſuredly believe, that, in his due time, in his wife man- 
ner, he will bring you ſpiritual health and cure; he will 


carry on what he has begun, and enable you to grow in 


grace; he will comfort your hearts, and ſtabliſn you in 
every good work. 

Shall I proceed? I have * been copious, per- 
haps ſomewhat tedious. Vet you will bear with me on this 
diſtinguiſhed and ſolemn occaſion. Yes, you will bear 
with me a little longer. For I am loath, very loath to dif. 
miſs you, without perſuading you. Perſuading ! alas, I can- 

nod. 
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not. * God, and none but God, can perſuade Japheth 
© (/)).* However, as an inſtrument in his all powerful 
hand, let me addreſs you once again. 

I obſerve ſeveral perſons here, on this day of humili- 
ation, who very rarely attend the public worſhip.—Why, 
my friends, why do you wrong your own fouls ? why do 
you withdraw yourſelves from the preaching of the goſpel ? 
Know ye not, that Jeſus paſſeth by (g) in the way of 
his ordinances? Here you may, like Bartimeus of old, 
approach the Son of David, and obtain recovery of your 
ſight. Here you may obtain faith and holineſs. Faith 
cometh by hearing, and holineſs by the word of God. 
And are not theſe bleſſings worth your attendance ? Can 
you live happily without them? can you die comfortably 
without them ? or can you, without them, be prepared to 
meet your God, when he cometh to judge the world? — 
Why ſhould you forſake the aſſembling yourſelves toge- 
ther? Do you hear terrifying or diſtreſſing doctrines in 
this place ? Is not this the houſe of praiſe, as well as of 
prayer ? Does not the joyful ſound echo under theſe roofs ? 
Is not Chriſt ſet forth crucified before your eyes? cruci- 
fied for ſuch offenders as you! crucified, that ſuch offen- 
ders as you may be pardoned, may be accepted, may be 
glorified! And will you deſpiſe ſuch a divinely compaſ- 


fionate Saviour ? will you refuſe ſuch aſtoniſhingly rich 
mercies? O! that hereafter you may be glad, when 


© they ſay unto you, Let us go into the courts of the 

© Lord (). | 
Should my wiſhes prove vain, I have at leaſt delivered 
my meſſage. If you periſh through obſtinacy and unbelief, 
I am clear from your blood. I call heaven and earth to 
witneſs, you have been warned, you have been inſtruc- 
ted, you have been exhoried, You cannot ſay, you pe- 
riſh for lack of knowledge: for life and ſalvation have 
S 2 | been 


(f) Gen, ix. 27. (g) Matth, xx, 30. (Y) Pſal, cxxii. f. 
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been ſet before you ; have been brought to your very 
door; and you arc importuned to lay hold of them. You 
will therefore be without excuſe, and have no cloke for 
your guilt. 

But why ſhould I leave you with ſuch REPS ap- 
prehenſions? Let me hope better things of you; let me 
hope, that you will not diſregard theſe admonitions, hows 
ever you may have diſregarded o many exhortations of 
this kind, This is a remarkable day. O! that it may 
be memorable on account of your turning to God, Let 
this be its diſtinction through all your future life ; let 
this be its diſtinction through all the ages of eternity; 
that you may ſay - when death ſummons you into the in- 
viſible ſtate, when the trump of God calls you io the great 
tribunal, when you mingle with ſaints and angels in the 
kingdom of heaven, “ gRleſſed be God for that ſolemn 
day, and its ſacred exerciſes! That was the day of 
% my better birth. Then I began to gonſider; then I 
* began to pray; then I began to {ce my undone condi. 
* tion, and my extreme need of a Saviour; then too I 
« ſaw Jeſus giving himſelf a ſacrifice or my ſins, and 
& redeeming me to God with his blood n 
thrice happy! inexpreſſibly happy day ! if thus, if 
thus improved ! 


You have, I preſume, abſtained from your uſual ſood, 


as you have been joining in confeſſion, ſupplication, and 
prayer. This is well done. But this is only half; ra- 
ther it is, by infinite degrees, the ſmalleſt part of your 
duty. It is not ſaid, When the wicked man abſtaineth 
ſrom his uſual mod, but when he turneth from his 
« wickedneſs ; it is not ſaid, When he joins in public 
confeſhon to God, but when © he doth that which is 
« Jawful and right; Then he ſhall /ave—he ſhall ſave his 
ſoul—be ſhall ſave his ſoul alive. O that all, from the 
king on the throne, to the labourer in the barn ; from 
the higheſt nobleman, to the meaneſt tradeſman that all 
might 
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might now be inclined, now be enabled, to turn unto the 
Saviour of the world, Tn him millions unnumbered mil- 
lions of wretched ſinners, have found recovery and liber- 
ty; recovery from the death, and /iberty from the bondage 
of ſin. Aud (bleſſed be his unbounded grace) yet there 


Ii room, 


Then the national faſt would be a rational bleſſing. 
Whereas, without this all-important turning to the ador- 
able Saviour, what will the formalities of our devotion ſig- 
nify ? They will be a mere lip labour; a religious trifling 
nay, they will be 2 ſolemn mockery of the Almighty, and 
provoke his abhorrence, ——Does not Jehovah himſelf 
ſpesk to the ſame purpoſe ? * 1s it ſuch a faſt that I have 
* choſen? a day for a man to afflict his ſoul ? is it to bow 


« down his head as a bulruſh, and to ſpread ſackcloth 
« and alhes under him ? ' to diſcontinue your ordinary bu- 


ſineſs, and refrain from a meal's meat? to make a little 
doleful lamentation, and pat up a few petitions extorted 
by fear? © will you call this a fait ?? faith the high and 
holy One, with an air of ſovereign contempt ! © this an 
c acceptable day to the Lord ? No verily it 1s the moſt 
odious hypocriſy; like crying, Hail maſter, with the 
tongue, while treachery and enmity fill the heart 3 unleſs 
you turn to Chriſt, chat you may be waſted, that you 
may be juſtiſied, that you may be ſanctiſied; that, having 
remiſſion of ſins through his blood, and peace of conſci- 
ence through his grace, you may feel the bands of wick- 
edneſs looſed, and may become the willing ſervants-of 
righteouſneſs, 


W nen this is done, we anſwer the end of our ſacred 


aſſembly, and the "deſign of God's alarming viſitations. 
When this is done, we may reaſonably hope—that, as 
individuals, our * light ſha!l break forth like the morning, 
and our health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily ; * that, as a 
community, © the favour of God ſhall go before us, and 


© the glory of the Lord ſhall be our rereward (i). 
Then 
(:) Ia. Iviit, 8, 
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Then may we look around on our moſt enraged ene- 
mies, and fay, with the pſalmiſt, Though an hoſt of 
« men ſhould encamp againſt me, yet ſhall not my heart 
© be afraid (4). Tben may we look backward to the 
late deſolating earthquake, and fay, with the believers of 
old, © God is our refuge and ſtrength : therefore will we 
© not fear, though the earth be removed, and though the 
mountains be carried into the midſt of the fea (/),'—— 
Then may we look forward to an incomparably more 
dreadful ſcene, even to the righteous Judge, and the great 
tribunal, and ſay with the triumphant apoſtle, « M ho 
© ſhall lay any thing to our charge? It is God that juſti- 
* fieth (m). 1 

Let me intreat you therefore, brethren, ſor the ſake of 
your own immortal ſouls, and for the welfare of our en- 
dangered nation; let me charge you, by all that is de- 
ſirable in time, and awſul in eternity, not to neglect theſe, 
counſels. Being ſolemnly reproved, if you harden your 
neck, your deſtruction cometh ſuddenly, and that with- 
out remedy (n). Having theſe warnings from the divine 
word, and warnings from the divine providence, if ye 
fill do wickedly, it is not man, it is not an angel, it is 
God himſelf who declares, Te /hall be conſumed—even ye 
— your country, and your king (o). 


(4) Pal. xxvii. 3, (7) Pal. xlvi. i. 2. 
( Rom. viii. 33. (=) Prov. xxix. 1. (e) 1 Sam. zii. 25. 
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HE ſentiments here offered againſt the prevailing 

cuſtom of prophaning the Sabbath, vi// probably 
be à ſatisfation to every ſerious reader, and be productive 
of much good, eſpecially as it is in every body”s power t9 re- 
form one, and as then his cn conduct will be a tacit re- 
proof to his acquaintance, who may probably through his 
example, be induced lo weigh theſe proceeding attentively, 
and no longer follow a multitude to do evil. Ji is cer- 
tainly a matter of iuportance ty inquire, Whether Sabbath 
Viſits are juſtifiable upon the principles of ſcripture and of 
reaſon? as the conſcientious olſervation of the Sabbath has 
of late years been ſo much diſregarded ; and as it is now be. 
came the principal diy of viſiting among perfons of all 
ranks. The chief advocates for the continuance of ſuch 
a practice ſhould, methinks, defend it publickly, that their ar- 
guments may he properly examined, if, in their opinion, 
ſuch a cuſtom can admit of any rational defence. And 
thoſe, who are ſufficiently convinced by xwhat is here advan- 
ced, ſhould refelvs to diſcontinue Sabbath Viſits themſelves, 
and diſcountenance them in others, as far as they can, con- 
That the number of 
ſuch well-diſpeſed perſins may be daily increaſing, is un- 
doubtedly the hzarty wiſh of every one who is fincerely de- 
firous of promoting the glory of God, and the good of man- 
kind. 
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VISITING on the SABBAT H. 


QUESTION. 


ether it be right for TRULY SERIOUS perſons to viſit 
on the Sabbath ? | 


& 7 HE perſons here mentioned, are the truly ſerious. 


As to mary people, it matters not whether they 

are at home or abroad: God is not in all their 
thoughts; they have no concern for their eternal welfare 
they thereſore are, in every place, altogether and alike un- 
profitable. | 

But when we begin to diſcern the things that are excel- 
lent ; when we ſincerely deſire to © obtain ſalvation, with 
* eternal glory, by Jeſus Chriſt ; * then, whether it be pro- 
per to fall in with the prevailing cuſtom of viſiting on the 
Sabbath, is the queſtion, 

Were our companions religious, and was our converſa- 
tion ediſying, I ſhould make no ſcruple to give my voice 
in the affirmative, Every parlour would then be a little 
ſanctuary; would echo back the exhortations, and ſecond 
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HE ſentiments here offered againſt the prevailing 
cuſtom of 2 the Sabbath, l probably 
be a ſatisſaction tot ery ſerious reader, and be produttive 
of much good, eſpecially as it is in every body's power to re- 
form one, and as then his own conduct will be a tacit re- 
proof to his acquaintance, who may probably through his 


example, be induced lo weigh theſe proceeding attentively, 


and no longer follow a multitude to do evil. [t is cer- 
tainly a matter of importance t9 inquire, Whether Sabbath 
Viſits are juſtifiable upon the principles of ſeripture and of 
reaſon? as the conſcientious obſervation of the Sabbath has 
of late years been ſo much diſregarded ; and as it is now be. 
come the principal diy of viſiting among perſons of all 
ranks.——The chi: advocates fer the continuance of ſuch 

a practice ſhould, methinks, defend it publickly, that their ar- 
guments may he properly examined, if, in their opinion, 
ſuch a cuſtom can admit of any rational defence. And 
thoſe, who are ſufficiently convinced by what is here advan- 
ced, ſhould reſelvs to diſcontinue Sabbath Viſits themſelves, 
and:difcountenance them in others, as far as they can, con- 
ent with decency and prudence. That the number of 
ſuch well-diſpeſed perſens may be daily increaſing, is un- 
doubtedly the hearty wiſh of every one who is ſincerely de- 
firous of promoting the glory of God, and the good of man- 
kind. 
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» | CONSIDERATIONS 
: On the prevailing Cus Tom of 

a VISITING on the SABBAT H. 
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N QUESTION, 

| Whether it be right for TRULY SERIOUS ferſons to viſit 


: on the Sabbath ? 
| T HE perſons here mentioned, are the traly ſerious. 


As to many people, it matters not whether they 

are at home or abroad: God is not in all their 
thoughts; they have no concern for their eternal welfare; 
they thereſore are, in every place, altogether and alike un- 
profitable, 

But when we begin to diſcern the things that are excel- 
lent ; when we ſincerely deſire to © obtain ſalvation, with 
* eternal glory, by Jeſus Chriſt ; * then, whether it be pro- 
per to ſall in with the prevailing cuſtom of viſiting on the 
Sabbath, is the queſtion, 

Were our companions religious, and was our converſa. 
tion ediſying, I ſhould make no ſcruple to give my voice 
in the affirmative, Every parlour would then be a little 


ſanctuary; would echo back the exhortations, and ſecond 
| n the 
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the deſigns of the pulpit, And we might truly ſay, © It 
« 18 good for us to be here: 

But, alas! where do we find ſuch company? When 
do we hear ſuch converſation? The general converſation 
is all impertinence, Not fo much as ſeaſoned with a ſpice 
of religion, * They talk of vanity every one with his 
« neighbour (a), * For which reaſon, I cannot think it 
ſate or expedient, allowable or innocent, uABITVALLX 
to viſit on the Sabbath. 

It is inconſiſtent with the beſt example. * I was in the 
« Spirit on the Lord's day, fays St. John. I was filled 
with the communications of the holy Spirit, giving me 
clear views of Chriſt, bright hopes of glory, and ſhed- 
ding abroad the love of God in my heart. But is this 


compatible with the idle, trifling, inſignificant chat, 


which engroſſes our ordinary viſits ? 


OBJEcTrion I. Will it be ſaid, the apoſtle's was a pe- 
culiar caſe ? I anſwer, It was a peculiarly happy caſe. 
And will a prudent chriſtian relinquiſh the proſpect of 
ſuch unſpeakable happineſs, for the moſt empty and delu- 
ſory amuſement ? But, 1 believe, it was not peculiar to 
the apoſtle ; rather the common privilege of all believers ; 
written, as a pattern for their practice, and to be the plan 
of their expectations. 

It is contrary to the divine prohibition. The nega- 
tive law, relating to the Sabbath, is, Not doing thy 
© own ways, nor finding thy own pleaſure, not ſpeaking 
© thy own words, (5) Not doing thy own ways; ab- 
ſtaining from ſecular buſineſs, and all worldly purſuits, 
Not finding thy own pleaſare ; * renouncing all thoſe 
recreations and amuſements, which may tend to gratify 
thy taſte, not to glorify thy almighty Lord. © Not ſpeak» 
ing thy own words ;* converſing on ſpiritual, — 

An 


(a) Palm xii, 2. (5) Ihaiab Ir . 2 
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and heavenly ſubjects, not on low, earthly, temporal mat- 
ters, which, having no reference to the Creator's honour, 
are therefore called thy own, However ſom? people may 
act, or whatever they may think, this is the expreſs and 
unalterable law, eſtabliſhed by the God of heaven, Whe- 
ther it be poſſible to mingle in modiſh company, and obey 
this law, let thoſe judge who are acquainted with the 
world, 


It breaks the divine command, The poſitive law re- 
lating the Sabbath, is, Remember the Sabbath-day, to 
keep it holy. REMEMBER, take particular notice of 
his injunction. It is a duty greatly to be regarded, 
and moſt conſcientiouſly to be obſerved. Upon the due 
obſervance of this, our diſpoſition and ability, to obſerve 
the other precepts, in good meaſure, depends. Keep 
© it holy; devote it to holy purpoſes ; ſpend it in holy 
exerciſes: and not barely an hour or two; not barely the 
intervals of private and public devotion ; but the day ; 
the Sabbath-day; the whole day. Neither will the whole 
day be too long, if we make conſcience of diſcharging the 
ſeveral duties of religion, reading and meditation; pray. 
er and praiſe; teaching our children, and inſtructing our 
domeſtics; examining our hearts, and taking heed to our 
ways, All theſe offices, if properly performed, will 
leave very little, rather no time for unneceſſary Elope- 
ments. And ſhall we huddle over all theſe important of- 
ſices, or totally negle& ſome of them, only to indulge 
ourſelves in the molt unprofitable levities ? at once do- 
ing an injury to our ſpiritual intereſts, and violating the 
divine precept. 

I fear, it will be a kind of © crucifying afceſh our bleſ. 
« ſed maſter (c), This expreſſion we have often read, 
but think ourſelves free from the guilt implied in it, and 
| indeed 


% 
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indeed from the very likelihood of contracting it. But 


let us be reminded, that © we crucify our Lord afreſh, 


when we give others occaſion to conclude, that we have 
very little eſteem for him, or gratitude to him, Conſe- 
quently, that he has little or no excellency, for which we 
or others ſhould deſire him. Now what elſe can the world 
conclude, when they ſee us giving into the vanities of a 
licentious mode, on that very day, which is ſacred to the 
commemoration of his reſurrection? © Surely, might the 


6 children of this world fay, if theſe chriſtians had any 


& real reverence for their Lord, they would ſhew it on 
his &wn day. They would either be retired to con- 
template and adore him; or elſe come abroad to exalt 
and plorify him. But they come abroad to be as frothy 
* in their talk, and as trifling in their temper, as ſorget- 
ful of their Saviour, and as regardleſs of his honour, as 
the molt arrant worldling among us all.” To afford 


a handle for ſuch reflections, is to wound the Redeemer in 


the houle of his friends. 8 
It will © grieve the holy Spirit (4), * Chriſtans believe, 


that he is infinitely wiſe, all-gracious, and ever-bleſſed : 


that he dwelis in their hearts, and is the ſource of all their 


holineſs and all their happineſs. Therefore we pray daily 


in our liturgy, that the holy Spirit may not be taken 
© from us.“ On Sabbath, we commemorate the deſcent 
of this divine gueſt ; and are, in a particular manner, to 
implore his preſence, and cultivate his influences. But 
can this be done, by neglecting his expreſs prohibition, 


aud breaking his poſitive command? By diſregarding the 


examples, which he has ſet before us ; and diſhonouring 
that Szviour, whom he delights to magnify ? Beſides, 
dare any mortal preſume to ſay in his heart, amidſt a 
circle of our polite viſitants, “ I am now acting in a man- 

% ner, 


(4) Ephe, iv. 3% 
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tener, becoming my relation to the eternal Spirit, Theſe 
* ſentiments and this diſcourſe are ſuitable to his dignity, 
„ wiſdom, and. glory. A proper method of celebrating 
« and honouring the day of his miraculous miſſion ?” _ 

Should any one aſlc, What is meant by grieving the 
&« holy Spirit?“ It means offending his exalted majeſty, 
and cauſing him to act as men commonly act, when they 
are grieved and diſpleaſed with any one, They withdraw 
from his company, and viſit him no more. When $a- 
muel was grieved for Saul's miſbehaviour, it is written, 
He came no more to ſee Saul.“ If the almighty Com- 
forter be provoked to deal thus with our ſouls, alas ! 
What a loſs muſt we ſuſtain! A loſs, unſpeakable, irre- 
parable, eternal ! 

So that if this practice were not ſinful, it muſt be ex- 
ceedingly detrimental, And that, not in one only, but 
in various reſpects. Ilave we received ſpiritual - good 


from the public ordinances ? The admonition of heaven 


is, We ought to give the more carneſt heed to the 
things which we have heard, leſt at any time we mould 
let them flip (Ce). By this practice, we not only 
ſuffer them to (lip, but open as it were a leak for their im- 
mediate diſcharge. Have we been under edifying im- 
preſſions from our private exerciſes ? The unerring direc» 
tion is, quench not the ſpirit.” Stifle not the ſerious 
deſires, which he has awakened. Allow them their full 
ſcope, till they are formed into gracious habits. By the 
practice under conſideration we pour water inſtead of oil 
upon the feeble flame, We extinguiſh what we ſhould 
cheriſh. Is the heavenly ſeed ſown in our breaſts ? "Theſe 
diſſipating interviews are the ravenous birds, which follow 
the ſcedman, and devour the grain: ſo that nothing takes 

root. No fruit of faith, of joy, or love is produced, 
Let me only add, that, ona dying-bed, the miſ-im- 
provement of all our time will be moit bitterly regreited. 
How 


(*) Heb, ii. I, 
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How. much more the miſ-improvement of 2h2/e hours, 
which God himſelf has hallowed ; has ſet apart for the 
nobleſt purpoſes ; and is wont to bleſs in an eſpecial man- 
ner! © While others were ſeeking the pearl of great 
„ price; and gathering thoſe treaſures of wiſdom and 
grace, which endure to everlaſting life; I, alas! was 
fſquandering away the precious opportunities in very 
\ ©: vanity,” To ſee the curtain of time dropping; to ſee 
a valt eternity opening before us; and to have ſuch re- 
flections haunting our conſcience, This will cauſe mi- 


ſery, not to be expreſſed ; create anguiſh, not ;o be con- 
ceived, 


OBI EC. II. Will it be ſaid, in anſwer to theſe conſi- 
derations, That company, even trifling company, is a 
relaxation. We return to the inſtruction of our ſa- 
«© milies, and to our evening devotion, with freſh -ala- 
e crity, being flick of theſe triſlers?“ A ſtrange argu- 
ment! It ſhould rather be reverſed. The objedors 
might truly ſay; being ſick of religion and its ſervices, 
we want ſuch triflers to afford us ſome relief. The fin. 
cere ſervant of Chriſt would find no recreation, but feel 
grief of heart, in ſuch interviews. It muſt be a real af- 
uiction to obſerve his divine Lord abſolutely diſregarded, 
Diſregarded oa the Gay peculiarly devoted to his honour, 
Every vanity now preferred betore him, as Barabbas the 
robber was formerly. The true reſreſhment of our ſouls 
conſilts in having our faith encreaſed, our hope elevated, 
and our views of heaven-enlarged. In contemplating the 
infinite perfection and glory of our Redeemer ; the inſi- 
nite grandeur and ſulneſs of his propitiation ; and our, 
complete, I migbt have ſaid, our infinite ſecurity from 
wrath and vengeance, by being intereſted in his merits, 


OB1xc. III.“ The Sabbath is the beſt part of ovr time 


&« ſor this purpoſe, Buſineſs is ſuſpended. Every body is 


« ready dreſſ.d. All circumſtanoes invite.“ Is it he 
e 


cc 
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beſt part of our time ? Then let it be devoted to the beſt 
of beings. Who is more worthy of our choicelt thoughts, 
aff. tions, hours, than that divinely compaſſionate Savi- 
our, who offered himſelf, in the very prime of his liſe, 
a bleeding victim for our ſins, that his ſacrifice might have 
every recommending circumſtance, which could render it 
acceptable to God, and available for man? 


OBJEC. IV. © It is the univerſal cuſtom. 
© continue it, would render us unfaſhionable.” And 
cannot you bear to be a little unfaſhionable for his ſake, 
who was deſpiſed and rejected, who humbled himſelf to 
death, even the death of the croſs, for your ſake ? Is it 
the univerſal cuſtom ? Then cuſtom is the idol, which we 
are called to renounce, I mult ſay of cuſtom, in this caſe, 
as Elijah ſaid of Baal; If cuſtom be God, follow its dic- 
tates ; but if Jehovah be God, obſerve his precepts. It 
is written in the ſcriptures, © Be not conformed to this 
© world (e).“ To what does this prohibition relate? 
To ſuch ungodly cuſtoms, no doubt. 


— 


— 


To diſ- 


No battery of 


cannon was ever pointed more directly againſt a citade! 


to be demoliſhed, than this text againſt ſuch cuſtoms. 
In indifferent matters, let the chriſtian avoid ſingularity. 
Let him dreſs ſomewhat like his neighbours, Let him 
make an appearance ſuitable to his ſtation. But Jet him 
not follow a multitude to prophane the Sabbath, or to d 
any evil. Here religious perſons ſhould, by all means, 
be ſingular ; ſhould diſtinguiſh themſelves by a becoming 
zeal for their God; ſhould ſet an example, and ſhine as 
lights, in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe generation- 
Otherwiſe, they may do, not themſelves only, but o- 
thers alſo, incredible harm. 


OzJrc. V. Some perhaps may ſtart, and reply, © If 


te theſe things are ſo, to what a degree of linful negligence 
$6 15 


(e) Rom. xii, 2, 


— eee as — xx) 
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« js even the chriſtian world arrived! With regard 
to the world called chriſtian, this is too true. And no 
meaſure of ſorrow can be ſufficient to bewail the deplor- 
able degeneracy. Negligence, or rather obſtinacy, in this 
capital inſtance, is a melancholy indication of no leſs di- 
ſobedience in other reſpects. 

OBJrc, VI. © This will be irk ſome, will render our 


ſeriouſneſs will offer to make this objection. The ſinners 
in Sion made it. For which reaſon they are branded, 
and by the divine Spirit bimſelf, with infamy that will 
never be blotted out. O ! what a wearineſs is it! when 
* will the Sabbath,” and its irkſome ſolemnities, be 
© gone (Y:? This diſcovers a heart alienated from God; 
that has not taſted the good word of grace, and ſavours 
not the things which be of Chriſt, Otherwiſe, ſuch would 
be the language; One day, thus employed, is better 
© than a thouſand (g), Is it tedious and burthenſome to 
paſs a ſingle day in devout exerciſes ? how then ſhall we 
paſs, how ſhall we endure the ages of eternity ? ſince we 
are aſſured, that thoſe happy beings, who ſtand around 
the throne, cloathed with white robes, ſerve their God 
day and night, for ever and ever, in his temple. In the 
regions of immortality they find a heaven; becauſe, there 
they have a never-ceaſing and eternal communion with 
God ; becauſe there they have an uninterrupted and ever- 


lalting Sabbath. 


(f) Mal. i. 13. and Amos viii. gs - 
(2; Pal, lxzxiv, 18. 


ce religion a burden.” I hope, no one that pretends to 


POWER or FAITH i 


1 
RELIGIOUS PRACTICE: Ml 


Exemplified in PA u L the Apoſtle, and in 


the Patriarch ABRAHAM. 


AITH in the imputed Righteouſneſs of Jesus 
F CHRIST is a fundamental principle, in that invalu- 

able ſyſtem of ſacred and divine philoſophy. 
The Goſpel. By which the heavenly Teacher is continu- 
ally training up millions of rational and immortal creatures, — 
for the true perſection of their nature; for the final fru- 


ition of their God; or in other words, for a (tate of con- 
ſummate happineſs and everlaſting exaltation.— In this 


ſchool may you and I be humble ſtudents, and daily pro- 
ficients! While others are ambitious of glittering diſtinc- 
tions, and ſounding titles, may it be onr higheſt aim, our 
greateſt glory, to anſwer the character of BELIE VERS! 
By this character, the ſupreme Lord diſtinguiſhes his cho- 
ſen people, and denominates the heirs of ſalvation. —This 
character ſtands faireſt in the book of life, and brighteſt in 

U the 
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the annals of eternity. This character, however neglected 
or diſeſteemed among men, will be remembered and had 
in honour, when the pompous names of Stateſman and 
Generaliſſi ng are known no more, 

As faith is of ſuch ſingular and extenſive efficacy in ge- 
nuiue Chriftiavity, methinks, I would have all our medi- 
tations terminate on its glorions Object, and be calculated 
to invigorate ſo beneficial a principle. When we reflect 
on that ſtupendous act, the creation of the world out of 
nothing; let us remember, it was HIS act, who“ obtain. 
© ed eternal redemption ſor us.!“ When we contemplate 
that immenſe theatre of wonders, the heavens and their 
ſhining hoſts; let us not forget, that they are all HIS 
work, who * brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs * for us. 
— Do we turn our thoughts to the ocean, that ſpacious 
and magnificent canal, which covers inore than half the 
globe? It was formed by HIS word, and is obedient to 
HIS will, © who loved us and wafhed us from our fins in 
* kis own blood.* Do we tike a view of the earth, that 
grand and inexhauſtible magazine, which farniſnes ſuch 2 
multiplicity of conveniencies, for ſo many millions of 
creatures? It is all HIS property, and wholly at HIS dif. 
poſal, who * emptied * himſelf ” for our ſake, and © had 
© not where to lay his head.“ For thus faith the inſpir- 
ed philoſopher ; thus ſaith the oracle of revelation ; All 
E things were made by him and for him +.” 


The great Creator has enriched this habitable globe 
wich a proſuſton of good. He has adorned it with a vari- 
ety, an order, and a beauty, which are perſectly charm- 
iog, He has enxbled it with a dignity, a ſublimity, and 
a grandeur, which are at ence delightful and aſtoniſhing. 
In all this, reaſon cannot but diſcern a clear manifeſtati- 


on of power, a bright diſplay of wiſdom, and arch de- 


But will the Creator himſelf 
5 vouch- 


＋ Col. L 16. 


moultration of benignity. 


® Tic tat. Phil, ii. 7. 
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vouchſafe to be made fleſh, on purpoſe that he may obey 
and die for his guilty creatures? This is what neither the 
utmolt penetration of men, nor the very ſuperior intelli. 
gence of angels, could ever have demonſtrated, diſcover- 
ed, or conceived. This exceeds whatever the elements 
have produced, whatever the ſun has beheld, as much as 
the extent and magnificence of the planetary ſyſtem exceed 
the dimenſions ond the furniture of a ſhepherd's hut. 
To reveal this, is the bleſſed peculiarity of the goſpel. To 
know and believe this, is the diſtinguiſhing prerogative of 
a chriſtian. To apply this, to dwell upon this, to con- 
net this with all our obſervations of the univerſe, ſhould 
be our favourite and habitual employ. This will improve 
wonder into devotion, and raiſe the entertainments of ſci- 
ence in'o the joy of ſalvation, This will render cvery 
philoſophical ſpeculation a ſtrengthener of our faith; and 
make the various ſcenes of nature, a guide to grace, and a 
ſtep to glory. When this is done, then all things at- 
tain their proper end; and as they are by Chriſt, ſo they 
are /r Chrilt. | 

But I forget myſelf, my buſineſs, and my promiſe. I 
am to eſtabliſh the point by inconteſtable fact, not to em- 
belliſh it by looſe harangue. With pleaſure I addreſs 
mylelf to diſcharge the obligation; and exemplify in a 
very memorable inſtance, The power of Faith on religious 
Practice. From whence ſhall I fetch my exemplifica- 
tion! From the memoirs of the indefatigable Apoltie of 
the Gentiles ? Here J find one, molt cencilely, and, at the 
ſame time, moſt forcibly diſplayed. 

« After theſe things were ended,” ſays the ſacred hiſtori- 
an, Paul purpoſed in the Spirit, when he had paſſed 
through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to ſeruſalem, ſays 
ing, Atter I have been there, 1 mult allo ſee Rome ||.'— 
Who can obſerve, and not admire, this plain unambiti- 
ous manner of relating a ſeries of labours, the molt ſignal- 


U 2 17 


fl Adds xix, 21. 
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ly ſacceſsful, and moſt extenſively uſeful ? Nothing in hu- 
man conduct ever ſurpaſſed the greatneſi of the one, and, 
perhaps, nothing in hiſtorical compoſition ever equalled 
the /mplicity of the other. 

St. Paul had already reduced Epheſus and Aſia to the 
obedience of Chriſt, He had already brought Macedonia 
and Achaia into ſubjection to the goſpel. He had long a- 
go erected the ſtandard, and ſpread the triumphs of Chri- 
ſtianity in the regions of Arabia, Yet, as if he had hi- 
therto atchieved nothing, he bends his forces towards je- 
ruſalem. Then he marks out Rome for the ſeat of his 


ſpiritual warfare, And after this, he forms the ſame be- 


neficent deſign upon Spain: including, in his comprehen- 
henſive plan, the metropolis and the boundaries þ of the 
known world, The univerſe is but juſt Jarge enough, 
to be the ſcene of his action; he never diſcontinues the 
charitable campaign, but with the laſt breath of his life ; 
and he ſpeaks of this unintermitted courſe of arduous and 
dangerous ſervices, as, if he was only going to make 
ſome friendly viſit, or join in a party of innocent pleaſure; 
« After T have been at Jeruſalem, I muſt alſo ſee Rome * 


Which of your Alexanders, which of your Cæſars, 


which of all the heroes renowned in Grecian or Roman 
: ſtory, 


I Spain was then ſuppoſed to be the boundary of the Weſtern, as 
the Ganges was reckoned the extremity of the Eaſtern world. 

* I am quite charmed, I muſt confeſs, with this very ſmple, but 
incomparably gallant manner of the apoſtle's ſpeaking. Far beyond 
all the pomp of panegyric, it diſplays the hero, 

If we conſider the nature of the apoſtle's enterprize; that it was 
nothing leſs than an open attack on the empire of Satan; a declared 
war againſt the whole idolatrous world; all which was to be attend- 
ed with perſecution and impriſonment, was to end in martyrdom 
and death If we conſider this, I believe, nothing will appear, at 
once ſo humble and ſo exalted, ſo modeſt yet ſo magnanimous, as 
the turn and air of his expreſſion ; After I have been at Jeruſalems 
I muſt alfo ſee Rome. 


— 


* 
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1- ſtory, can vie with the zeal and magnanimity of this poor, 
5 deſpiſed tent maker? So poor that he was conſtraĩned to 
4 work with his own hands, for a morſel of bread: ſo 

deſpiſed, that he was frequently treated as the offscouring 
0 of all things. Notwithltanding all theſe diſconragements, 
7 what did he not attempt, what did he not accompliſh, for 


the honour of his Maſter, and the good of his follows 
creatures ? He embarks in a ſhallop ; he has neither 


1. ſnield nor ſpear: yet he purpoſes to command the ocean, 
. and conquer the globe, What greatneſs of ſoul was here! 
18 He expects * nothing but poverty, contempt, and death ? 
2 Yet his heart is big with the hope of enriching, ennobling, 
. and ſaving ages and generations. What benevolence of 
ne temper was this! Should you inquire concernig this 
h, illultrious champion of the croſs; 1/49 were his potent 
ne auxiliaries? None but the divine Spirit, — Hat were 
; his mighty weapons? Nothing but the word of truth and 
M *- race; Whence proceeded his intrepid, his enterpriz- 1 
be ing, bis all- conquering reſolution? only from faith, a 1 
ez lively faith in Jeſus Chriſt. . 1 
* This, I think, is a ſufficient conficmation of my doQrine, | 
s, Nevertheleſs, I have another inſtance to produce. One [| 
in that was exhibited in an age, when the glorious Object of ; | 
7 our faith ſhone with dim luſtre, and with diſtant beams, | | 


Yet it may juſtly be admired, and will hardly be eclipſed, 1 


” by the molt 'inlightened among the chriſtian ſ1ints.—To 
EN keep you no longer in ſuſpence, the caſe, I mean, is that 
2 which Moſes records, and the apoſtle celebrates, By faitn 
© Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Iſaac: and he 
yas © that had received the promiſes, offered up his only begot- 4 
red ten Son g. As this is ſo ſingular an example of the eſũca · 
d- cious and triumphant operation of faith; unequaled in any 
* nation of the world, or under any diſpenſation of religion; ! 
4 you will give me leave to dwell alittle on ſome of its mar- 
ms velous circumſtances. | 


| i Abra- 
Ad; xx. 23. 1 Heb. xi. 17. 
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Abraham was an eminent and diſtinguiſhed ſervant 
of the molt high God, Favoured with peculiar maniſelta- 
tions of the Divine will, and dignifted with the honourable 
title of his Maker's friend 1. Yet even this man, is haraſ- 
fed with a long ſucceſſion of troubles ; and, which was 
reckoned in thole ages, the moſt deplorable calamity, 
goes childleſs 4. | 


Long he waits, worſhipping God with the moſt patient 
reſignation. At length, an oracle from the Lord pives 
him hope, gives him aſſurance of a Son. Joytully he re- 
ceives the promiſe, and reſts in humble expectatꝭon of its 
accomplithment.— Several years run their rounds, but 
no pleaſaat infant prattles in his arms, or is dandled upon 
his knees. At luſt the handmaid becomes pregnant. But 


bond- woman, not of the free. 


How affli ting the caſe of this excellent perſon ! his 
kinsfolk and acquaintance ſee their Olive- branches flouriſh» 
ing round about their tables, Even bis ungodly neigh - 
bours have children at their defires, and leave the reſidue 
of their ſubltance for their babes. But Abraham the wor- 
ſhipper of the Almighty, the favourite of heaven this 
Abraham is deſtitute of an heir, to ſupport his name, to 
propagate his family, and inherit the bleſſing. O the 
Rcaits ! to which the believer is ſometimes reduced! how 


+ 2 chron. xx. 7. Iſai. xli. 8. 

1 There was ſo much gall in this calamity, that it embittered 
every other ſpecies of happineſs, Vilited by this afllition the Pa- 
triarch could taſte no joy in his late ſignal victory; all his worldly 
proſperity was infpid ; and he ſeems to have been incapable of reliſh» 
ing any other comtert; what wilt thou give me ſeeing I go child- 
leis? Gen, xv, 2. I would intreat the reader to taxe particular 
notice of this circumlance. It will have the ſame effect upon the 
repreſentation of Abraham's obedience, and the whole ſeries of his 
difficulties, as a magniſying glais has upon the objects to which it is 
applied, | 


what a diſappointment was here! This is the Son of the 


does 


—— . —————— 
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does a ſovereign Providence try his faith, as it were in a 
furnace of fire ! not that it may be conſumed, but reſined, 
and come forth with augmented luſtre; to the praiſe of 
ever-faithful, all-ſufficient grace, 


God is pleaſed to renew the grant, and aſſure him more 
explicitly, that Sarah ſhall have a Son. But this notice 
comes at a very late period in life; when Sarah is advan- 
ced in years, and too old, according to the courſe of nature, 
to conceive, However, the pious Patriarch“ ſtaggers 
c not through unbelief ; but hopes even againlt hope #,— 
Is it improbable ? is it difficult? nay, is it to all human 
appearance impoſſible ? ſo much the fitter for the exertion, 


and lo mucli the more proper for the diſplay of almighty . 


power. 


At laſt, the gift, ſo earneſtly defired, is vonchſafed- 
Sarah has a child —a Son—an Iſaac, One who ſhould be 
a ſource of conſolation and delight to his parents; ſhould 
* fill their mouth with laughter 4, and their tongue with 
© joy, —With tender care, doubtleſs, this pleaſant plant 
is reared, Many prayers are put up, for his long life, 
and great happineſs, The fond parents watch over him, 
as over the apple of their own eye. Their life is bound 
up in the life of the lad f. He grows in grace, as he 
grows in ſtature. So amiable is his temper, and ſo en- 
g2ging his behaviour; as could not fail of endearing him 
even to a ſtranger ; how much more to ſuch indulgent 
parents, after ſo long a ſtate of barrenneſs, and ſo many 
expectations ſo frequently fruſtrated, 

Now, methinks we are ready to congratulate the hap- 
py lire; and flatter ourſelves, that his tribulations have 
an end. That the ſtorms which ruffled the noon of life, 
are blown over; and the evening of his age is becoming 
cilm and ference, — But let not him that girdeth on 

© his 


* Rom. iv. 19, 20. Þ Pſa), cxxyi, 2, This is the import ei 
the Hekrew name, Iüase. | 
+ Cen. xi. 3%, 

* 


. 

1 

1 
1. 
| 


156 THE POWER OF FAITH 


* his harneſs, boaſt himſelf, as he that putteth it off f. 
Our warfare on earth is never accompliſhed, till we bow 
our head, and give up the ghoſt. The ſharpeſt, the ſe- 
vereſt tryal is ſtill behind. God, the ſupreme and uncon- 
troulable God, demands the child. It is the will of Hea- 
yen, that he make his exit, juſt as he arrives at manhood, 
— Where now, Abraham, are all thy pleaſing pro- 
* ſpecis? how often didit thou ſay, in thy fond delighted 
« heart; © This ſame ſhall comfort us concerning our 
© trouble“. Many have been my ſorrows ; but this 
& child ſhall dry up my tears, and bring me to my grave 
« in peace, Alas ! this lovely flower is to be cut down, 
« in its faireſt fulleſt bloom. All thy ſhining hopes are 
& overcaſt in a moment.“ 


Abraham ; ſays God —— Abraham knows the voice, 
Tt is the voice of condeſcending goodne's. He had often 
heard it with a rapture of delight. Inſtantly he replies, 
© here am I.“ Speak Lord, for thy ſervant is all atten- 
tion. Hoping no doubt, to receive ſome freſh maniſeſ- 


tation of the divine good-will to himſelf and his family; 
or ſome new diſcovery of the method in which the divine 


wiſdom would accompliſh the promiſes, © I will multiply 
thy ſced ; I will make thy ſeed as the duſt of the earth; 
and in thy feed (hall all the families of the earth be bleſ- 
ſed.' 


11 Kings xx. 11, Gen. v. 29. 


+ The ſ:ntence, with which the inſpired hiſtorian Gb this 
aficQing narrative, is unhappily traſlated in our Bibles ; H N 
NR 52 God did tempt Abraham.- --This expreſſion ſeems, more 
than ſeems tv claſh with the doctrine of St. James, Chap. i, ver. 13. 
And cannot but ſound harſh to thoſe ears, which have been accuſtom- 
ed to underſtand by tempter and tempting, perſons utterly odious, 
and practices extremely pernicious, Whereas, the true and natural 


Genificaticn of the original is, He tried or explored. God ſound- 


ed the depth, and meaſured the height of his ſervant's faith ; in or- 


der to erect an everlaſting monument of the victoricus efficacy of 


this ſacred principle; and exhibit an i!!uflrious pattern to al! the 
who ſhould hereaſter believe. 


Take 


— A  ——— 
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, Take thy Son; adds God, And might not Abra- 
* ham reaſonably expect, that, ſince his Son was advanced 
2 to years of maturity, he ſhould be directed, how to ſettle 
£ him in the world with honour and advantage; where to 
1 find a virtuous and fruitful partner of his bed? —He is 
. commanded, not barely to take his Son, but his only Son; 
A his Son Iſaac whom he loved, How mult theſe affecting 
4 images awaken all that ſoft complacency, and all that 
* tender triumph, which are known only to the ſondly feel- g 
= ing heart of a parent! muſt not ſuch an introduction, ſo | 
1 remarkably endearing, heigbten his expectation of ſome 
b lignal mercy, to be conferred on the beloved youth; and 
i would it not render the bleſſing peculiarly er more 


than doubly welcome? | 
Was he not then ſtartled ? was he not horribly a- 


1 mazed ? when inſtead of ſome renewed expreſſion of the 
, divine favour, he received the following orders. Take 
% * now thy Son - thy only Son—Iſaac—whom thou loveſt 1 
. and get thee into the land of Moriah, and offer him | 
44 © there for a burnt-offering, upon one of the mountains | 
x ; which I will tell thee of “. | 
1 Vas ever meſſage ſo alarming ? each word more pierce- 


ing to parental ears, than the keeneſt dagger to the 
8 heart, Every cluuſe brings an additional load of miſery ; ' 
till the whole command ſwells into the molt accumulated 
and aggravated woe. 


Abraham, take thy Son.” Who, but Abraham, 
is could have forbore remonſtrating and pleading, on ſuch 
N an occalion ? Ananias, being charged with a commiſ- 
ſion to Saul the perſecutor, takes upon him to argue the 1 


” caſe with his almighty Sovereign; Lord, I have heard 

"R « by many concerning this man, how much evil he hath | 
al done to thy ſaints at Jeruſalem 3 and here he hath au- | 
5 6 thority from the chief Prieſts, to bind all that call upon f 
* X DR 9 
of | 

1 


* Gen, Xii. 2. 


p a 
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5 * thy name “. Sure, it can never be ſafe, or expedient, 
1 to preſent myſelf voluntarily before him; who came hi- 
| ther breathiag out threatnings and ſlaughter againſt me. 
What is this, but to court danger; and run, with open 
eyes, into ruin? Thus Ananias : and, with how much 
greater appearance of reaſon, might Abraham have re- 
plied ? 

* Lord, ſhall I loſe my child? Loſe him, almoſt as 


. — Leer A — 
* - -- * -; 
* 


« only to tantalize thy ſervant? remember, gracious God, 
* the name he bears. How ſhall he anſwer its chearing 
« import? how ſhall he be a ſource of ſatisfaction to his 
5 parents, or the father of many nations; if thou takeſt 
% him away in his unmarried ſtate, and the very prime 
olf his years? 
If fin lies at the door, let me expiate the guilt, Let 
thouſands of rams, let every bullock in my ſtalls, bleed 
« at thy altar. My wealth, bleſſed Lord, and all my 
goods, are nothing in compariſon of my Iſaace. Com- 
© mand me to be ſtript of my poſſeſſions ; command me 
“ to roam, as a ſugitive and a vagabond in the earth * 
, aud I will magnify thy holy name, Only let my child» 
« my dear child, be fpared, 
* Or, if nothing will appeaſe thy indignation, but hu- 
man blood, let my death be the ficrifice, Upon me be 
« the vengeance. I am old and prey headed. The beſt 
of my days are palt, and the belt of my ſervices done. 
4 Tf this tottering wall tumbles, thece will be little, or 
% no cauſe, for repret, But, if the pillar of my houſe, 
%, and the foundation of my hopes -if he be ſuatched 
„ from me, what good will my life do me? O my 
& Son ! my Son! would God I might die for thee .“ 
« Tf it muſt be a blooming youth, in the flower of 
« his days, be plealed, molt merciful God, to ſelect the 
“ vic- 


o — 


60 


Lal 


* Acts iz. 13. 14. 1 4 Sam. Ri: 3 30 


* ſoon as I have received bim? Didſt thou give him, 


to fa 


honc 
he h 


| 
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it, « victim ſrom ſome fruitful family. There are thoſe who, 
i- , abound in children. Children are multiplied unto 
je. « them; and though many were removed, yet would their 
en & table be full. There are thoſe who have flocks and 
ch * herds; whereas I have only this one little lamb ; the 
e · & very ſolace of my foul, and the (tay of my declining 


« years. And ſhall %, be taken away, while all %% | 
* « are let? | 


© Yes, Abraham ; it is thy ſon, and not another's that is 

d, marked for the victim. — What diſtreſs, had he not been | 

ng ſupported by faith, what exquiſite diſtrels muſt have over. | 

is whelmed this affectionate parent ! IIo could he refrain 

eſt from crying out, and with a flood of tears? —* If the de- | 

ne t cree cannot be reverſed; if it muſt be the fruit of my | 
„ own body; O! that Iſhmael, the ſon of the handmaid — i 

et « How ſliall I ſpeak it? My heart bleeds at the thought; q 

d « at the thought even of 4is expiring agonies, and untime- 0 


ly death. But, as for Iſaac, the ſon of my beloved 


. 
0 „ ſpoule, the fon of my old age, the crown of all my la- 
ne „ bours—How? How ſhall I ſurvive ſuch a loſs? The | 
FN „ blow that goes to his heart, mult be ſatal to us both. i 
d» % Yet, if he mult die, and there is no remedy ; may lie | 


not at leaſt expire by a natural diſſolution? May not 
ſome common diſtemper unlooſe the cords of life, and 
lay him down gently.in the tomb? May not his fond 
ſe „ mother and myſelf ſea] his cloſing eyes, and ſoften his 


Py « dying pangs by our tender offices ! ,, 

b No Abraham. Thy Son muit be ſlaughtered on the 

, altar. He ſhall have no other bed of death, than the pile { 

4 of hewn wood; no other winding-ſheet, than his own 

y clotted gore, The ſacrificing knife, and not any com. | 
mon diſeaſe, ſhall bring him to his end, And think not | 

51 to ſatisſy thy forrowing fondneſs, by paying him the laſt 

*d hozours of a decent interment, It is the Lord's will, that f 
he he cut in pieces;; conſum-d to aſhes, and made a | 

oh | > 2 ö burut- 


1 2 Sam. xii. 3. 


* 
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burnt-offering, So that nothing ſhall remain to be pre- 
ſerved or embalmed. It ſhall not be in thy power to 
ſooth thy grief by reforting to his grave; and weeping at 
his ſepulchre ; and ſaying —— Here lies Iſaac. 

* But, if all muſt be executed; God, grant, theſe eyes 
© may never behold the diam tragedy! If my Iſaac 
* muſt be bound, hand and ſoot for the flavghter; if he 


% mult receive the ſteel into his boſom; and welter in his 


& own innocent blood; Heaven forbid, that I ſhould be · 
hold ſo killing a ſpectacle.“ 


Even this mitigation cannot be granted, Thou muſt 
not only be an eye-witneſs of his agony, but be the exe- 
eutioner of thy Iſaac. Thy hands mult lift the deadly wea- 
pon; thy hands muſt point it to the beloved brealt ; 7% 
own hands mult urge its way, through the guſhing veins, 
and ſhivering fleſh, till it be plunged into the throbbing 
heart. God will not permit the work to be done by ano- 
ther. The father, the father mult be the butcher, 


Is not the wretched father ſtunned and thunder ſtruck ? 
Does he not ſtand fixed in horror, and ſpeechleſs with 
grief. What words can be mournful enough to expreſs 
his ſorrows ? —Unheard of, ſhocking affair! Nature re- 
coils at the very thoughts! Ilow then can the beſt of ſa- 
thers perform the deed ? How ſhall he anſwer it to the 
wiſe of his boſom, the mother of the lovely youth? How 
can he juſtify it to the world ? They will never be per- 


ſuaded, that the God of goodneſs can delight in cruelty, or 


authorize ſo horrid an action.— Will they not take up a 


taunting proverb, and ſay at every turn, There goes the 


© man, the monſter, rather, that has imbrued his hands in 
© his own ſon's blood! This is he that pretends to piety z 
© and yet could be ſo ſavage, as to aſſaſſinate, cooly and 
« deliberately aſſaſſinate an only child ! *—Might not thou- 


fands of ſuch reflections croud into his thoughts and rack 


his very ſoul? 


But 


— 
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But God is unchangeable, poſitive in his word, and muſt 


0 be obeyed. Obeyed, immediately too. Take now thy 
at ſon. The Lord's command requireth ſpeed. No time is 
to be loſt in bidding adieu to his relations, or in fruitleſs 
58 ſupplications for revoking the doom. Nay, chear/ully, as 
ac well as inſtantly, muſt this command be fulfilled. I he 
ne Great JEHOV AH expects alacrity in his ſervice. - Pro- 
is digious tryal indeed ! Yet not too great for a faith, which 
3 the Divine Spirit infuſes, and the Divine Spirit ſuſtains. 
"The patriarch knew full well, that obedience is no o- 
iſt bedience, unlcſs it be willing and chearful. Therefore he | 
e- conſults not with fleſh and blood. He is deaf to the ar- 
a- guings of carnal reaſon, and regards not the yearnings of 
hy paternal aſfection. Without a murmuring word, without | 
is, a moment's delay *, he ſets forward on his journey. Not 
"g ſo much as betraying the leaſt uneaſineſs, to alarm his 
o- wife ; not heaving the leaſt ſigh, to ſurpriſe his attendants, | 
And canſt thou, Abraham, canſt thou perſiſt in thy purpoſe ? 6 
A, can thy heart firmly reſolve, can thy hand ſteadily execute, j 
th this inexpreſſibly ſevere taſk ? Moſt triumphant faith in- 4 
ſs deed ! Deſervedly art thou ſtyled, * The Father of the * 
e „ faithſul f.“ Thy faith is ſtronger than all the ties of aſ- | 
ſa- ſection ; ſtronger than all the pleas of nature, or all the 
he terrors of death--even of a death far more creadful than | 
JW thy own. | 
er- And now muſt he travel, during three tedious, and, one 
9 would think, moſt melancholy days, with his Iſaac con- ; 
a ſtantly before his eyes; with the bloody ſcene continually | 
he ia his apprehenſions; and nothing to divert his mind, | 
in from dwelling on every bitter circumſtance, and all the 
y 3 grievous conſequences, -—-* On the third day, Abraham lift- 
nd ed up his eyes, and beheld far off the appointed place.” 
u- His ſervants are ordered to keep their diſtance: while 
ck L1m- 


©. ® Foritis written, © He aroſe early in tue morning. Ver. z. 
But 
+ Rom, iv. 18. 
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himſelf, with the fire and the knife in his hands; and his 
ſon, with the burthen of wood on his ſhoulders, © went 
© both of them together. Who does not pity the ſweet 
youth, toiling under that load which muſt ſoon reek with 
his blood, and ſoon reduce him to aſhes ?—Mean while, 
the intended victim, wondering to ſee all theſe preparati - 
ons made, and no proper animal near, aſks this pertinent 
queſtion; My father, behold the fire and the wood! but 
* where is the lamb for a burnt- offering? Sure this en- 
dearing ſpeech, which diſcovered ſuch a knowledge of re- 
ligion, and ſuch à concern for its duties, muſt rouze the 
father's anguiſh and ſhake his determination, How can 
he be the death of ſo much innocence, and ſo much piety ? 


Faith overcomes all difficulties. Unmoved and inflex- 
ible, the patriarch replies; © G OD will provide himſelf 
* a lamb for a burnt-offering, my ſon “.“ After this he 
diſcloſes the ſtrange, the ſtartling ſecret ; © Thou thy» 
« ſelf, my dear child, art deſtined to this purpoſe. The 
© GOD who beſtowed thee on my longing deſires, is pleaſ- 
« ed to rcquire thee again at my hand. The LORD gave, 
and the LORD taketh away, let us both adore the name 
« of the LORD. Let us conſide in his promiſed good 
« neſs, and unanimouſly profeſs, though he ſlay me, 
yet will 1 truit in him.“ It does not appear that the a- 
miable youth reſiſted or gainſayed. He had ſtrength e- 

nough 


Abraham, in this anſwer, like many of the other prophets in 
their predictions, ſcems not to have thoroughly underſtood the import 
of his own words, What he himſelf meant, I apprehend, is repre- 
ſented in the paraphraſe of his ſpeech, Yet God ſo over-ruled his 
tongue, that it more fully expreſſed the Divine decree, than the pa- 
rental idea, 


* GOD will provide himſelf a lamb for a burnt- offering, my ſon.” 
Thus the words are placed in the Hebrew, my ſon comes laſt, and cloſes 
the reply. That the tender accents may be left to vibrate on the fa- 
ther's ear, and the dear diſtreſſing image continue playing before h:s 
mind. This, I think, is a delicacy not to be cver-looked, and in- 
creaſes the parbor of the narrative. 
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nough to oppoſe, and ſpeed enough to eſcape “, the at- 
tempts of an aged father. Either or both of Which, the 
law of ſelf-preſervation might ſeem to dictate, and the light 
of reaſon to juſtify, But Iſaac knew, that his father was 
a prophet. In this prophetical character, he ſees and ac- 
knowledges the warrant of heaven. And ſince his CRE- 
ATOR calls, he is content to go, Excellent Ifaac ! 
who does not admire thy courage? M ho is not charmed 
with thy reſignation? And muſt we in a few minutes, 
mult we ſee thee a pale, a bloody, a breathleſs corpſe, 
Meihinks, I ſhudder as we draw near the direful cata- 
ſtrophe. The altar is built: the wood laid in order: all 
things are ready for the ſolemn ſervice. And Iſaac offers 
his willing throat to the knife. Nevertheleſs that the 
werk of diltiny may be ſure, and no one particular relat* 
ing to a ſacrifice omitted, Abraham binds his Son.“ I 
have known a ſtubborn malefactor, quite unalarmed, when 
ſentenced to the ignominious tree; not at all impreſſed, 
with the moſt awful repreſentations of eternal judgment; 
yet, when a perſon cam? to meaſure him for bis coſſin, 
the hardened wretch was hard no longer, He ſtarted; 
turned pale; and trembled in every joint. Even ſuch 
a circumſtance makes no impreſſion on Abraham; neither 
alters his purpoſe, nor changes his countenance. Me 
meaſures his Iſaac ; meaſures theſe limbs, which he had 
ſo frequently, and ſo tenderly careſſed: and it not for 
the coflin, yet for immediate ſlaughter. _ 
Having bound him ſurprizing reſolution !-—-- bound 
him for the ſword and for the flame, he © lays him upon 
© the altar on the wood.“ There, now, lies Iſaac; the 


dear, the dutiful, the religious Ifaac ! Abraham's joy; 


Sarah's 


According to Joſephus, Iſaac was, when he ſubmitted himſelf 
to the laughter, about twenty-five yents old. Others think his age 
was thirty-three z which makes him more exactly reſemble his tuf- 
ſering LORD, Then his father muſt be above a hundred and thiurf 
years old. Either account will juflify the «bave tuppeolition, 


— — — — 
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Sarah's delight ; the heir of the promiſes ! There he lies, 
all meek and reſigned ; expecting, every moment, the 


ſtroke of death to fall. 


O parents ! parents! do not 


your bowels yearn ! is not humanity itfelf diſtreſſed at 
the ſcene ? ſay, thou who art a father, what thinkeſt thou 
of Abraham's obedience ? coulJſt thou, to ſuch a Son, 
have ated ſuch a part? | 


e! the Father, reſolute to the very laſt, unſheaths 


the murdering blade; makes bare the innocent boſom; 
and marks the place where liſe may ſind the ſpeedleſt exit. 
© His heart is fixed!“ he ſtretches his arm; and now, 
even now is aiming the mortal blow-—when—rejoice O ye 
wor{hippers of 2 gracious God ! break forth into linging, 
ye that are in pain ſor the tried parent | The Lord Al- 


mighty interpoſes, in this article of extreme need *. The 


Angel of the Covenant ſpeaks from heaven, and with-holds 


the lifted hand, in the very act to ſtrike. 


God, who only 


intended to manifelt his faith, and make it honourable, 


bids him deſiſt. 


God applauds his obedience; ſubſtitutes 


another ſacrifice in Iſaac's ſtead: renews his covenant 
with the father; and not only reprieves the life of the Son, 


bur promiſes him a numerous and illuſtrious iſſue, J Pro- 
miſes to make him the progenitor of the MEssiAu, and 


thereby a public bleſſing to all the nations of the earth. 


Was 


* Upon this moſt ſezſonable interpoſition, the inſpired hiftorian 


makes a very judicious and edifying remark. Which ſeems to be 
greatly obſcured, if not intirely ſpoiled, by cur tranſlation ; © In the 


* mount of the Lord it hell be ſeen.“ 


I muſt confeſs, I have al- 


ways been puazled to fiad, not only a pertinent ſenſe, but any ſenſe 
at all, ir theſe words, Whereas, the original is as clear in its fig. 
nification, as it is appoſite to the purpole. NN VV TN In 
the mount ile Lord wwil! be ſcen; or, In the mount the Lord will 
provide q. l. Tais memorable event gave riſe to, at leaſt, is an 


64 
40 
«c 
40 
C66 


eminent exenupliiication of, that proverbial expreſſion, which is 
commonly ufed at this day, In the mount of difficulty, or in the 
very criſis ↄf need, when matters ſeem to be ir;etrievad's and del” 
perate, then the Lord appcars 28 a preſent help. Man's extremi- 


ty is Ca' opportunity, See Urn. xii, 14, 
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Was there ever ſuch an aſtoniſhing effort of obedience ? 
ſuch a perfe& prodigy of reſignation ? Yet THis uaArn 
FAITH DONE +.—lf you ſhould aſk, how was it poſſible jor 
Abraham to perform all this, in the manner deſcribed ? 
The anſwer is obvious. Becauſe Abraham believed; or, in 
other words, was fully perſuaded, that the God, who had 
given him this Son from the barren womb, was able to 
raiſe him again from the ſmoking + aſhes,—- As the ſame 
God, who required this ſacrifice, had expreſly declared, 
© In Iſaac ſhall thy ſeed be called; the patriarch doubted 
not, but the promiſe would, in a way known to infinite 
wiſdom, be punctually accompliſhed. Hence he made 
no diſpute, and felt no reluctance. His faith baniſhed e- 
very uneaſy apprehenſion, and neither fear nor ſorrow had 
place in his breaſt, By faith he was enabled, ſpeedily 

» y and 


+ Heb, xi. 17. By faith, Abraham, when be was tried, offered up 
Tjaac---The faith, of which ſuch glorious things are ſpoken, to 
which ſuch admirable atchievements are aſcribed, throughout this 
whole chapter, was a faith in“ the feed of the woman, the pro- 
miſed Meſſiah. --- Or, could it be demonſtrated (which I will venture 
to conłlude, is impoſſible) that, in all theſe heroic inſtances of obe- 
dience, there was no believing regard to Chriſt ; no apprehenſion of 
his unſpeakable love; no application of his tranſcendent merits ; 
our argument would not loſe its force, but ſtrike with redoubled 
energy, For, if a belief in very inferior manifeſtations of the di- 
vine goodneſs, faithfulneſs, and power, wrought ſo efficaciouſly on 
thoſe antient worthies; how much more victoriouſly muſt the ſame 
principle act, under far brighter diſplays of all the ſupreme perfecti- 
ons, in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt -I would only add, that fo long as 
this chapter remains in the Bible, it will furniſh an unanſwerable 
confutation of thoſe objections, which ſuppoſe the& doctrine of faith 
to have an unkindly influence on religious or virtuous practice. A- 
gainſt all ſuch cavils, it vill ſtand faſt for evermore as the moon, and 
as the faithful witneſs in heaven. 


+ He ſeems to have expected not only the certain, but the imme- 
diate reſtoration of his flain Son. That he ſhouid be revived on the 
very ſpot ; before he left the place; ſo as to accompany his return- 
For, he ſays to bis ſervants, not I, but we wil go, and worſhip, 
and return, TDWY Ver. 5. 


* religious ſ:rvice,, See 2 Cor. ia, 7, Chion, xxvill. 9. 
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and chearſuly, without ſo much as a parting tear t, to o- 
bey this unparalleled precept. And if all this, which 
would otherwiſe have been utterly impracticable, was 
wrought by faith; you need not ſuſpect, of weakneſs and 
Inſufficiency, ſo approved a principle.. Far from enervat- 
ing, it will invigorate every good diſpoſition ; and inſtead 
of damping, will give life to every religious duty. Che- 
rſh faith, and you will of courſe cultivate obedience, 
Water this root, and the branches of univerſal godlineſs 
will aſſuredly partake the beneficial effects; will ſpread 
their honours, and bring forth their fruits. Through 

| the 


+ This account, is ſo very extraordinary, that I ſhall not be for. 
priſed if the reader finds ſome difficulty in giving his aſſent to it. E- 
ſpecially, as he may have accuſtomed himſelf to form very different 
conceptions of this remarkable affair; and may poſſibly be confir med 
in a different train of ideas, by ſeeing a repreſentation of the ſtory in 
a celebrated Print, Where the father appears, claſping his Son in a- 
tender embrace; bedewing him with his te ars; and ſuffering as much 
through grief, as the devoted youth is going to ſuffer by the knife. 
But the Engraver, I apprehend, had not fo attentively examined the 
circumſtances of the ſacred narrative, nor ſo carefully compared them 
with other paſſages of ſcripture, as a judicious and worthy friend of 
mine. From whom I learnt to conſider this wonderful tranſaction in 
the above-repreſented view, And I muft confeſs, the more I revolve 
it in my mind, the more I am convinced of its propriety. 

I flatter myſclf, the reader will be of the ſame opinion, if he pleaſ- 
es to conſult the tenth chapter of Leviticus, Where Nadab and - i- 
bu the Sons of Aaron, are devoured by fire from before the Lord, 
Yet Aaron, is not allowed to mourn, even at ſuch a terrible and af- 
flictive viſitation. And when, through the frailty of human nature. 
he could not wholly refrain, he durſt not preſume to eat of the fin of. 


fering, Such things, ſays he, bave beſallen, me, if I bad eaten of the 


fin-:ffering, ſhould it have been accepted in the fight of the Lord? Let 
me add, that we find not the leaſt indication of ſuch agonizing ſor- 
row, nor indeed of any ſorrow at all, in the hiſtory, as related by 
Meſes, neither could Abrabam have been a proper type of the eternal 
Father, making his only begotten Son a facrifice for ſin, if he had 
not willingly offered up Iſaac. Indeed to offer willing!y, ſeems to 
have been abſolutely neceſſary, in every acceptable cblation, and e- 
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the power of faith, the ſaints have wrought righteouſneſs, 
in all its magnanimous and heroic acts. The doctrine of 
faith is called by St. Paul. A doQtrine according to god- 
© lineſs * ;* exquilitely contrived to anſwer all the ends, 
and ſecure every intereſt of real piety. The grace of faith 
St, Jude ſtyles, © our moſt holy Faith ?; intimating, 
that it is not only productive of holineſs, but that the 
molt refined and exalted holineſs ariſes from this ſtock, 

Let us then be diligent to exerciſe, and careful to in- 
creaſe, faith in Jeſus Chriſt, Let us maintain the ſame 
zealous ſolicitude for this leading capital grace, as the re- 
nowned Epaminondas expreſſed for his ſhield. When 
that gallent general was, in an engagement with the ene- 
my, ſtruck to the ground ; his ſoldiers carried him off, 
breathleſs and fainting, to his tent. The very moment 
he opened his eyes, and recovèred the ule of ſpeech, he 
aſked—not whether his wound was mortal? not whether 
his troops were routed ? But whether his ſhield was ſafe ? 
May we be enabled, my dear friends, to keep our 
ſhield ſafe ! May we be ſtrong, be ſteady, be lively in 
faith! Then, I doubt not, we ſhall give glory to God, 
receive comfort to ourſelves, and abound in the works of 
the Lord. 

Nothing can be more pertinent to my purpoſe, than the 
apoltle's prayer; that © we may know what is the hope 
* of our calling in Chriſt Jeſus, and what is the exceed - 
ing greatneſs of his power to them-ward, who believe.” 
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DEATH, the RESURRECTION, and a 
FUTURE-STATE. 


ceptacles of the dead; curiolity prompts my in- 

quiry to a more intimate ſurvey, Could we 
draw back the covering of the tomb; could we diſcern, 
what thoſe are now, who once were mortals—O ! how 
would it ſurpriſe and grieve us ! Surpriſe us, to behold the 
prodigious transformation, which has taken place on eve- 
ry individual; grieve us, to obſerve the diſhonour done to 
our nature in general, within theſe ſubterraneous lodg- 
ments! 

Here the ſweet and winning aſpect, that wore perpetu- 
ally an attractive ſmile; grins horribly a naked, ghaſtly 
ſkull.— The eye, that outſhone the diamond's brilliancy, 
and glanced its lovely lightning, into the moſt guarded 
heart: Alas! Where is it? Where ſhall we find the rol- 
ling ſparkler ? How are all its ſprightly beams eclipſed ! 
totally eclipſed ! --The tongue, that once commanded all 
the 


He caſt a ſuperſicial view upon the re- 
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the ſweetneſs of harmony, and all the power of eloquence, 
in this ſtrange land has forgot its cunning,” Where are 
now thoſe ſtrains of melody, which raviſhed our ears? 
Where is that flow of perſuaſion, which carried captive 
our judgments ? The great maſter of language and of ſong 
is become ſilent as the night that ſurrounds him.— The 
pampered fleſh, ſo lately clothed in purple and fine linen, 
how it is covered rudely with clods of clay ! There was a 
time, when the timorouſly nice creature, would ſcarce 
* adventure to ſet a foot upon the ground for delicate- 
* neſs and tenderneſs ; but is now enwrapped in clammy 
earth, and ſleeps on no ſofter a pillow than the ragged 
gravel-ſtones.—Here, * the ſtrong men bow themſelves.” 
The nervous arm is unſtrung ; the brawny ſinews are re- 
laxed; the limbs, not long ago the ſeats of vigour and 
activity, lie down motionleſs ; and the bones, which were 
as bars of iron, are crumbled into duſt. 


Here, the man of buſineſs forgets all his favourite 
ſchemes, and diſcontinues the purſuit of gain. Here, is a 
total ſtand to the circulation of merchandize, and the 
hurry of trade, In theſe ſolitary receſſes; as in the 
building of Solomon's temple ; is heard no ſound of the 
hammer and ax. The winding-ſheet and the coffin, are 
the utmoſt bound of all earthly devices. Hitherto may 
© they go, but no farther.— Here, the ſons of pleaſure 
take a final farewel of their dear delights, No more is the 
ſenſualiſt anointed with oil, or crowned with roſe buds, 
He chants no more to the melody of the viol ; nor revels 
any longer at the banquet of wine. Inſtead of ſumptuous 
tables, and delicious treats, the poor voluptuary is him- 
ſelf a ſeaſt for fattened inſects; the reptile riots in his 
fleſn; © the worm feeds ſweetly on him . Here alſo, 
beauty fails; bright beauty drops her luſtre here. O!] how 
her roſes fade, and her lilies languiſh, in this bleak ſoil ! 

| How 


„Deut. xxviii, 56, 4 Job xxiv. 20. 
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How does the grand Leveller pour contempt vpon the 


charmer of our hearts! How turn to deformity what cap- 
tivated the world before ! 


Could the lover have a fight of his once inchanting 
fair-one ; what a ſtartling aſtoniſhment would ſeize him ! 
—&# Is this the object, I not long ago ſo paſſionately ad- 
mired ! I ſaid, ſhe was divinely fair; and thought her 


ſomewhat more than mortal. Her form was ſymmetry 


itſelf; every elegance breathed in her air; and all the 
praces waited on her motions.— Twas muſic, when ſhe 
ſpoke ; but when ſhe ſpoke encouragement, 'twas little 
leſs than rapture. How my heart danced to thoſe charm- 
ing accents !—And can that, which ſome weeks ago, was 
to admiration lovely, be now ſo inſufferably loathſome ?— 


Where are thoſe bluſhing cheeks? Where the coral lips? 


Where tlat ivory neck, on which the curling jet, in ſuch 
gloſſy ringlets, lowed ? With a thouſand other beauties 
of perſon, and ten thouſand delicacies of action? 
Amazing alteration ! Deluſory bliſs !--Fondly I gazed u- 
pon the glittering meteor. It ſhone brightly, and I miſ- 
took it for a ſtar ; for a permanent and ſubſtantial good, 
But how is it fallen ! fallen from an orb, not its own! 
And all that I can trace on earth, is but a putrid maſs,” 


Lie, poor Florella! lie deep, as thou doeſt, in obſcure 
darkneſs, Let night, with her impenetrable ſhades, al- 


ways conceal thee, Thy dwelling, agrees with thy con- 


dition. Let no prying eye, be witneſs to thy diſgrace : 
but let thy ſurviving filters, think upon thy ſtate ; when 


they contemplate, the idol in the glaſs. When the pleaſ- 


ing image riſes gracefully to view, ſurrounded with a 
world of charms ; and fluſhed with joy, at the conſciouſ- 
neſs of them all :—then, in thoſe minutes of temptation 


and danger, when vanity uſes to ſteal into the thoughts; 


Then, let them remember, what a vail ot horror is 
draun over a face; that was once beautiful and brilliant, 


as theirs, Sach a ſeaſonable reflection, might regulate 
the 
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the labours of the toilet; and create a more earneſt ſoli- 
citude, to poliſh the jewel, than to varniſh the caſket. It 
might then become their higheſt ambition, to have the 
mind decked with divine virtues ; and dreſſed after the 
amiable pattern, of their Redeemer's holineſs. 


And would this prejudiee their perſons, or depreciate 
their charms ?——Quite the reverſe: It would ſpread a 
ſort of heavenly glory, over the fineſt ſet of features 


and heighten the lovelineſs of every other engaging ac- 
compliſhment. 


ſideration; theſe flowers would not wither with nature, 
nor be tarniſhed by time; but open continually into rich- 
er beauties, and flouriſh even in the winter of age. 
But, the moſt incomparable recommendation of theſe 
noble qualities, is; that, from their hallowed relics, as 
from the fragrant aſhes of the Phoenix, will ere-long a- 
riſe an illuſtrious form; bright as the wings of angels; 
laſting, as the light of the new Jeruſalem. 


For my part; the remembrance of this ſad revolution, 


ſhall make me aſhamed to pay my devotion, to a ſhrine of 


periſhing fleſh ; and afraid, to expect all my happineſs, 
from ſo brittle a joy. It ſhall teach me, not to think too 
highly of well-proportioned clay ; though formed in the 
mo{t elegant mould, and animated with the ſweeteſt ſoul 
*Tis heaven's laſt, beſt, and crowning giſt ; to be receiv- 
ed with gratitude, and cheriſhed with love, as a moſt va- 
Juable bleſſing ; not worſhiped, with the incenſe of flat- 
tery, and ſtrains of fulſome adoration, as a goddeſs. 
It will cure, I truſt, the dotage of my eyes: and incline 
me always to prefer the ſubſtantial © ornaments, of a 
* meek and. virtuous ſpirit ;* before the tranſient deco- 
rations, of white and red on the ſkin. 

Here, I called in my roving meditations, from their 
long excurſion on this tender ſub ject. Fancy liſtened a 
while, to the ſoliloquy of a lover; but now judgment re- 

ſumes 


* Rev. V1, . 


Þ 2 Livr, vii. 18. 


And what is yet a more inviting con- 
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ſames the reins, and guides my thoughts to more near and 
ſelſ-intereſting inquiries —— However, upon a review of 
the whole ſcene ; crouded with ſpectacles of mortality, 
and trophies of death; I could not forbear ſmiting my 
breaſt, and fetching a ſigh, aud lamenting over the 
nobleſt of all vilible beings, lying in ruins under the ſeet 


of © the pale horſe, and his rider “. I could not 
forbear that pathetic exclamation, © O! thou Adam, 
* what haſt thou done! What deſolation has thy diſobe- 
dience wrought in the earth! O ! the ruinous, the 
tranſcendent malignity of fin ! fin, has demoliſhed ſo ma- 
ny ſtately ſtructures of fleſh : fin, has made ſuch havock, 
among the moſt excellent ranks of God's lower creation : 
and {tn (that deadly bane of our nature) would have plung- 
ed our better part, into the execrable horrors of the ne- 
thermoſt hell ; had not our merciful Mediator interpoſed, 
and given himſelf for our ranſom. Therefore, what 
grateful acknowledgements, does the whole world of pe. 
nitent ſinners owe; what ardent returns of love, will a 
whole heaven of glorified believers pay; to ſuch a friend, 
benefactor, and deliverer ! 

Muſing upon theſe melancholy objects, a faithful re- 
membrancer ſuggeſts from within —© Mult this ſad change, 
ac ſucceed in me alſo? Am I to draw my laſt giſp; to 
&« become a breathleſs corpſe ; and be, what I deplore ? 
« Is there a time approaching, when this body ſhall be 
« carried out upon the bier, and conſigned to its clay- 
« cold bed? While ſome kind acquaintance, perhaps, 
& may let fall one parting tear; and cry, Alas! my bro- 
& ther?” Nothing is more certain. Adecree, much 
ſurer than the Jaw of the Medes and Perſians, has irrevok- 
ably determined the doom. 


Should one of theſe ghaſtly figures, burlt from his con- 
finement ; and (tart up, in frightful deformity, before me: 
ſhould the haggard ſkeleton, liſt a clattering hand; 


2 i 
Eſdr. vile 41. 
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and point it full in my view : ——ſhould it open the ſtiſ- 
fened jaws; and, with a hoarſe tremendous murmur, 
break this profound filence :——ſhould it accoſt me, as 
Samuel's apparition addreſſed the trembling king, 
% The Lord {hall deliver thee alſo into the hands of death; 
“ yet a little while, and /hoy ſhalt be with me“ 
The ſolemn warning, delivered in ſo ſtriking a manner, 
malt ſtrongly impreſs my imagination: a meſſage in thun- 
der, would ſcarce ſink deeper. Yet, there is abundant. 
ly greater reaſon to be alarmed, by that expreſs declarati- 
on of the Lord God almighty, * Thou ſhalt ſurely die,'— 
Well then, ſince fentence is paſſed; fince I am a condem- 
ned man; and know not, when the dead warrant may ar- 
rive: let me die to ſin; and die to the world; before 1 
die beneath the ſtroke, of a righteous God. Let me em- 
ploy the little uncertain interval, of reſpite from execution; 
in preparing for a happier ſtate, and a better life. That, 
when the fatal moment comes, and I am commanded to 
ſhut my eyes, upon all things hece below; I may open 
them again, to ſee my Saviour in the manſions above. 


Since this body, which is ſo fearfally and wonderfully 
made, mult fall to pieces in the grave; fince I muit ſoon 
reſign all my bodily powers to darknefs, inactivity, and 
corruption; Ob! let it be my conſtant care to uſe them 
well, while I poſſeſs them! Let my hands be ſtretched 
forth to relieve the needy ; and always be more © ready 
© to give, than to receive. Let ray knees bend in 


deepeſt 


* 1 Sary, xxviii, 19. On this place, the Dutch traſfator has 
added a note; to (eitect, very probsbly, what he ſuppoſes 
a miſtake, Oa the ſ. me ſuppoſition, I pteſume the compilers 
ef our rubric ordered the laſt verſe of Ecclus. xivi. to be omitted, 
in the daily ſe-vice of the church, Rat chat the ſentiment, 
hinted above is ſteictly true; that it was N) ARNO Samuel bia. 
ſelf, (not an infernal Spirit, perſonating the Prophet) Who appeared 
to the famale n-cromancer at Funds; appeared not in comp iance 
with any diabolical incantation, but in purſuance of the divine com- 
miſli>n 3 this I think is ſully proved in the Hiforical account of 
tte life of David, Vol, I, Chap. xxill, 
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deepeſt humiliation, before the throne of grace : while my 
eyes are caſt down to the earth, in penitential confuſion z 
or devoutly looking up to heaven, for pardoning mercy ! 
ln every friendly interview, let the Jaw of kind- 
neſs dwell on my lips; or rather, if the ſeriouſneſs of 
my acquaintance permits, let the goſpel of peace flow from 
my tongue: Oh! that I might be enabled, in every 
public concourſe, to lift up my voice like a trumpet ; 
and pour abroad a more joyful ſound, than it's molt me. 
lodious accents, in proclaiming the glad tidings of free 
ſalvation ! Be ſhut, my ears, reſolately ſhut, againſt 
the malevolent whiſpers of ſlander, and the contagious 
breath of filthy talking : but be ſwift to hear, the inſtruc- 
tions of wiſdom ; be all attention, when your Redcemer 


' ſpeaks ; imbibe the precious truths; and convey them 


carefully to the heart. Carry me, my feet, to the 
temple of the Lord; to the beds of the fick ; and houſes 
of the poor. May all my members, devoted intirely 


to my divine maſter, be the willing inſtruments of pro- 


moting his glory ! 


Then, ye embalmers, you may ſpare your pains : 


theſe works of faith, and labours of love; theſe (hall be 
my ſpices and perfumes, enwrapped in theſe, I will lay 
me gently down, and ſleep ſweetly in the bleſſed Jeſus ; 
hoping, that God will give commandment concerning 
my bones; and one day fetch them up from the duſt, 
as ſilver from the furnace, purified, * I ſay not, ſeven 
«© times, but ſeventy times ſeven,” 

Here, my contemplation took wing; and, in an in- 
ſtant, alighted in the Garden, adjoining to mount Calvary. 
Having viewed the abode of my deceaſed fellow-creatures ; 
methought, I longed to ſee the place, where our Lord lay. 
And, Oh! what a marvellous ſpectacle was once 


enhibites, in this memorable ſepulchre ! He+, © wio 
& 2 « cloiics 


+ Darkneſs his curtain, and his bed the duſt, 
Tho' Sun and ftars are duſt beneath his throne, 
NMibe- Thoughts, 
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© clothes himſelf with light, as with a garment; and 
* walks upon the wings, of the wind; was pleaſed to 
wear the habiliments of mortality, and dwelt among the 
proſtrate dead, — Who can tepeat the wondrous truth, 
too often? Who can dwell upon the tranſporting theme, 
too long? He, who fits inthroned in glory, and diffuſes 
bliſs among all the heavenly hoſts ; was once a pale and 
bloody corpſe, and preſſed this little ſpor, 


O DeaTH ! how great was thy triumph in that hour! 
never did thy gloomy realms contain ſuch a priſoner be- 
fore._—Priſoner, did I fay ? No; he was more than 
conqueror, He aroſe, far more mightily than Sampſon, 
from a tranſient ſlumber ; broke down the gates, and de- 
moliſhed the Rrong-holds, of thoſe dark dominions. 
And this, O mortals, this is your only conſolation and ſe- 
curity. Jeſus has trod the dreadful path, and ſmoothed 
it for your paſſage — Jeſus, ſleeping in the chambers of 
the tomb, has brightened the diſmal manſion ; and left an 
inviting odour, in thoſe beds of duſt. The dying Jeſus 
(never let the comfortable truth depart from your minds! 
the dying Jeſus) is your ſure protection, your unqueſtion- 
able paſſport, through the territories of the grave. Be- 
lieve in him; and they ſhall prove a © highway to Sion; 
ſhall tranſmit you ſafe to Paradiſe, Believe in him ; and 
you . ſhall be no loſers, but unſpeakable gainers, by your 
diſſolution. For, hear what the oracle of heaven ſays, 
upon this important point: * Whoſo believeth in me, 
* ſhall never die f,'—— What ſublime, and emphatical 
language, is this! thus much, at leaſt, it muſt import: 
“ The nature of that laſt change, ſhall be ſurpriſing» 
ly altered, for the better. It ſhall no longer be inflic- 
« ted, as a puniſhment ; but rather vouchſafed, as a 
4 bleſſing: to ſuch perſons, it ſhall come attended, with 
* ſuch a train of benefits z as will render it a kind of hap- 
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# py impropriety, to call it dying. Dying! no; 'tis 
& then they truly begin to live. Their exit, is the end 
„of their frailty, and their entrance upon perfection: 
** their laſt groan, is the prelude to life and immorta- 
« lity,” 

O Ye timorous ſouls, that are terrified at the paſſing- 
bell; that turn pale, at the ſight of an opened grave; 
and can ſcarce behold a coffin, or a ſkull, without a ſhud- 
dering horror : ye that are in bondage to the griſly 
tyrant, and tremble at the ſhaking of his iron rod; cry 
mightily to the Father of your Spirits, for faith in his 
dear Son, Faith, will free you from your ſlavery. Faith, 
will embolden you to tread on (this fierceſt ol) ſerpcnts 4. 
Old Simeon, claſping the child Jeſus in the arms of lis 


| fleſh, and the glorious Mediator in the arms of his faith, 


departs with tranquility and peace. That bitter perſe- 
cutor Saul, having won Chriſt ; being found in Chrilt ; 
longs to be diſmiſſed from cumbrous clay, and kindles in- 
to rapture at the proſpect of diſſolution f. Methinks, I 
ſee another of Immanuel's followers, truſting in his Savi- 
our; leaning on his beloved; go down to the ſilent 
ſhades, with compoſure and alacrity *. In this powerful 
Name, an innumerable company of ſinful creatures have 
ſet up their banners; and * overcome, through the blood 
of the Lamb.“ Authorized by the captain of thy ſalva- 
tion, thou alſo mayſt ſet thy feet, upon the neek of this 
king of terrors. Furniſhed with this antidote, 7424 alſo 
maylt play around the hole of the aſp, and put thy un- 
daunted hand on this cockatrice-den *®.. Thou mayſt + 
feel the viper faſtening to thy mortal part, and fear no 


evil: thou ſhalt one day ſhake it off by a joyful reſurrec- 
tion, and ſuffer no harm. 


RESsux- 


t Luke x. 19. 


+ Phil. i. 23. 
® 2 Pet, i. 14. 
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RESURRECTION ! That chearing word eaſes my mind 
of an anxious thought, and ſolves a moſt momentous 
Queſtion. I was going to aſk, © Wherefore do all theſe 
«© corpſes lie here, in this abj:& condition? Is this their 
«« final itate ? has death conquered ? and will the tyrant 
« hold captivity captive ? how long wilt thou forget 
« them, O Lord? for ever ? ”—No, faith the voice from 
heaven, the word of divine revelation; The righteous 
are all © priſoners of hope t.“ There is an hour (an 
awful ſecret that, and known only to all- foreſeeing wiſ- 
dom), an appointed hour there is, when an act of grace 
will paſs the great ſeal above, and give them an univerſal 
diſcharge; a general delivery from the abodes of corrup- 
tion. Then, ſhall the Lord Jeſus deſcend from heaven, 
with the ſhout of the archangel, and the trump of God. 
Deſtruftion itſelf ſhall hear the call, and the obedient 
grave gave up her dead. In a moment, in the twinkling 
of an cye, they ſhake off the ſleep of ten thouſand years; 
and ſpring forth, like the bounding roe, to meet their 
Lord in the air.” 


And, Oh! with what cordial congratulations 5 what 
tranſporting endearments; do the ſoul and body, theſe 
affectionate companions, re unite! But, with how much 
greater demonſtratiops of kindneſs, are they both received 
by their compaſſionate Redeemer ! the Antient of days 
who comes in the clouds of heaven, is their friend; 
their father; their bridegroom, They have nothing to 
fear, from all the pomp of his appearance. Thoſe tre- 
mendous ſolemnities, which ſpread deſolation and aſtoniſh- 
ment through the univerſe ; ſerve only to inflame their 
love, and hejohten their hopes, The Judge, the awful 
Jadge, amidſt all his m2gnificence and ſplendor, vouch- 
ſaſes to confeſs their names; vouchſafes to commemorate 
their ſidelity, before all the inhabitants of the ſkies, and 


the whole aſſembled world. 1 
Hark ! 


© Tech. ix. 12, 
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Hark ! the thunders are huſhed : See! the lightnings ceaſe 
their rage: the angelic armies, ſtand in filent ſuſpenſe: 
the whole race of Adam, is wrapped in pleaſing, or anxi- 
ous expectation. And now, that adorable Being, 
whoſe favour, is better than life ; whoſe acceptance is a 
crown of glory; lifts up the light of his countenance, u- 
pon the righteous, He ſpeaks and what raviſhing worde, 
proceed from his gracious lips! what ecſtaſies of delight, 
they eakindle in the breaſts of the faithful ! L ace 
ce cept you, O my people! Ye are they, that believed in 
© my name. Ye are they, that renounced yourſelves, 
ce and are complete ia Me, I ſee no ſpot or blemiſh in 
e you; for ye are waſhed in my blood, and cloathed in 
« my righteouſneſs, Renewed by my Spirit, ye have 
& glorified me on earth, and have been faithful unto death, 
“ Come, then, ye ſervants of holineſs, enter into the 
c joy of your Lord. Come ye children of light; ye 
« bleſſed of my Father; receive the kingdom, that ſhall 
ce never be removed; wear the crown, which fadeth not 


% away; and enjoy pleaſures for evermore ! ”? 


Then, it will be one of the ſmalleſt privileges of the 
righteous, that they ſhall languiſſi no more; that fickne'$ 
will never again ſhew her pale countenance, in their dwell - 
ings. Death itſelf will be © ſwallowed up in victory.“ 


That fatal jwelin; which has drank the blood of mo. 


narchs, and finds its way to the hearts of all the ſons cf 
Adam; ſhall be utterly broken, That enormous ſcythe ; 
which has ſtruck empires from their root, and ſwept 
ages and generations into oblivion ; ſhall lie by in per- 
petual uſeleſſneſs. Sin alſo, which filled thy quiver, thou 
inſatiate archer !—Sin, which ſtrung thy arm with ſuch 
reſiſtleſs vigour —— which pointed ali thy ſnaſts with ir- 
evitable deſtruction ſin, will then be done away. What» 
ever is frail, or depraved, will be thrown. off with our 
grave- cloaths. All to come, is perfect excellency, and 
conſummate happineſs; the term of whoſe continuance is 
eternity, 
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O ErERNITYI Eternity! how are our boldeft 
our ſtrongeſt thoughts, Joſt and overwhelmed inthee ! 
Who can ſet landmarks. to limit thy dimenſions; or 
find plumbets, to fathom thy depths ? Arithmeticians 
have figures, to compute all the pregreſſions of time. A- 
ſtronomers have inſtruments, to calculate the diſtances of 
the planets. But what numbers can ſtate, what lines can 
guage, the lengths and breadths of eternity? © It is high- 
er than heaven; what canſt thou do? deeper than hell; 
© what canſt thou know? The meaſure thereof, is longer 

than the earth, broader than the ſea “. 


Myſterious, mighty exiſtence ! A ſum not to be leſſen- 
ed by the largeſt deductions ! An extent, not to be con- 
tracted by all poſſible diminutions! None can truly ſay, 
aſter the molt prodigious waſte of ages; So much of eter- 
* nity is gone.“ For when millions of centuries are elapl- 
ed, it is but juſt commencing; and when millions more 
have run their ample round, it will be no nearer ending. 
Yea, when ages numerous as the bloom of ſpring ; increa(- 
ed by the herbage of ſummer ; both augmented by the 
leaves of autumn ; and all multiplied by the drops of rain, 
which drown the winter—when theſe, and ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand more—more than can be repreſented 
by any ſimilitude, or imagincd by any conception—when 
all theſe are revolved and finiſhed; eternity, vaſt, bound - 
leſs, amazing eternity, will only be beginning. 


What a pleaſing, yet awful thought is this! Full of de- 
light, and full of dread, O! may it alarm our fears; 
quicken our hopes; and animate all our endeavours ! Since 
we are ſoon to launch into this endleſs and inconceivable 
ſtate; let us give all diligence to ſecure our entrance into 
bliſs. Now, let us give all diligence ; becauſe there is 
no alteration in the ſcenes of futurity. The wheel never 
turns: all is (tedfaſt and immoveable beyond the grave. 

Whether 


job xi. 8, 9, 
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Whether we are then ſeated on the throne, or ſtretched on 
the rack; a ſeal will be ſet to our condition, by the hand 
of everlaſting mercy, oc inflexible juſtice. The /aints al- 
ways rejoice amidlt the ſmiles of heaven ; their harps are 
perpetually tuned ; their triumphs admit of no interrup- 
tion. The ruin alſo of the wicked is irremediable. The fa- 
tal ſentence, once paſſed, is never to be repealed. No 
hope of exchanging their doleful habitations. But all 
things bear the ſame diſmal aſpect, for ever and ever 

The wicked —My mind recoils at the apprehenſion of 
their miſery, It has ſtudiouſly waved the fearful ſubje& 7 
and ſeems unwilling to purſue it, even now. 
better to reflect upon it, for a few minutes; than to en- 
dure it, to eternal ages. Perhaps the conſideration of 
their aggravated miſery, may be profitably terrible: may 
teach me more highly to prize the Saviour, who“ deli- 
© vers from going down into the bottomleſs pit; may 
drive me, like the avenger's ſword, to this only city of 
refuge, for obnoxious ſinners, 

The wicked ſeem to ke here, like malefaQors, in a 
deep and ſtrong dungeon; reſerved againſt the day of 
tryal, —* their departure was without peace.” Clouds 
of horror, ſat louring upon their cloſing eye-lids; moſt ſad- 
ly foreboding, the, blackneſs of darkneſs for ever.“ When 
the laſt ſickneſs ſeized their frame, and the inevitable 
change advanced; when they ſaw the fatal arrow, fitting 
to the ſtrings; ſaw the deadly archer, aiming at their 
life ; and felt the envenomed ſhaft, faſtened in their vitals— 

good God ! what fearfulneſs came upon them ! what hor- 
rible dread overwhelmed them ? how did they ſtand ſhud- 
dering, upon the tremendous precipice ; exceſſively afraid 
to die, yet utterly unable to live ! -O] what pale reviews; 
what ſtartling proſpects; conſpire to augment their ſor- 
rows ! They look backward, and, behold ! a moſt me- 
lancholy ſcene ! fins anrepented of; mercy flighted ; 
and the day of grace ending. — They look forward, an 
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nothing preſents itſelf, but the righteous Judge; the 
dreadful tribunal 3 and a moſt folemn reckoning. —They 
roll around their affrighted eyes, on attending friends; 
and, if accomplices in debauchery, it ſharpens their an- 
guiſh, to conſider this further aggravation of their guilt, 
that they have not ſinned alone, but drawn others into 
the ſnare, : if religious acquaintance ; it ſtrikes a freſh 
gaſh into. their hearts, to think of never ſeeing them any 
more, but only at an unapproachable diſtance, ſeparated by 
the unpaſſable gulph. 

At laſt, perhaps, they begin to pray : finding no other 
poſſible way of relief, they are conſtrained to apply 
unto the Almighty : with trembling lips, and a faltering 
tongue, they cry unto that ſavereign Being, who kills 
© and makes alive.'——But why, O! why have they defer- 
red their addreſſes to Heaven, ſo long ? Why have they 
deſpiſed all his counſels; and ſtood incorrigible, under 
his inceſſant reproofs ? bow often, have they been fore - 
warned of theſe terrors; and moſt importunately intreat- 
ed, to turn to the Lord II wiſh, they may find favour 
at this laſt hour; and, by a miracle of grace, be ſnatched 
from the very brink, the breaking brick of damnation. 
But alas! who can tell, whether affronted Majeſty, will 
lend an eat to their complaint? he may, for aught any 
mortal knows, laugh at their calamity, and mock when 
« their fear cometh.” 

Thus they lie, groaning out the poor remains of life . 
their limbs bathed in ſweat ; their heart ſtruggling with 
convulſive throes ; pains inſupportable throbbing through 
every pulſe ; and innumerable darts of agony transfixing 
their conſcience. 

In that dread moment, how the frantic ſoul! 

Raves round the walls of her clay tenement ; 
Runs to each avenue; and ſhrieks for help; 
But ſhrieks in vain ! how wiſhfully ſhe looks 


On all ſhe's leaving, now no longer her's ! 
A little 


Prince of peace, the fountain of felicity, rejects them 
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A little longer, yet a little longer, 

O ! might ſhe ſtay, to waſh away her crimes, 
And fit her for her paſſige ! mournful fight ! 
Her very eyes weep blood ; and ev'ry groan 
She heaves, is big with horror: but the foe, 
Like a ſtaunch murd'rer, ſteady to his purpoſe, 
Purſues her cloſe thro” ey'ry lane of life, 

Nor miſſes once the track; but preſſes on; 
Till, forc'd at laſt to the tremendous verge, 
At once {ſhe links, — 


The GRAVE, 


If this be the end of the ungodly, “ My foul, come 
© not thou into their ſecret ! unto their aſſembly, mine 
* honour, be not thou united ! ”——Oh ! how awfully 
accompliſhed is that predidtion of inſpired wiſdom . 
« Sin, though ſeemingly ſweet in the commiſſion; in 
& in the iſſue, it biteth like a ſerpent, and [tingeth like 
& an adder,” 

Happy diſſolution ! were this the period of their woes, 


But, alas! all theſe tribulations, are only * the beginning 


© of ſorrows; one {mall drop from that cup of trem- 
© bling, which is mingled for their future portion. No 
ſooner has the laſt pang diſlodged the reluctant ſoul; but 
they are hurried into the preſence, of an injured angry 
God : not under the conducting care of beneſicent angels, 


but expoſed to the inſults of accurſed ſpirits ; who lately 


tempted them, now upbraid then, and will for ever tor- 


ment them.— Who can conceive their conſuſion and di- 
ſtreſs; when they ſtind, guilty and inexcuſable, before 


their incenſed Creator ? they are received with frowns : 
© the God that made them, has no mercy on then: Tl 


with abhorrence. He conſigns them over to chains of 
darkneſs, and receptacles of deſpair ; againſt the ſeverer 
doom, and more public iafamy, of the great day. Then, 
all the vials of wrath, will be emptied upon theſe wretch- 
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The law they have violated, and the goſ- 


ed creatures, 
pel they have flighted ; the power they have defied, and 
the goodneſs they have abuſed ; will all get themſelves 
honour in their exemplary deſtruftion, Then God, the 
God, to whom vengeance belongeth, will draw the ar- 
row to the very head, and ſet them as the mark of his 
inexorable diſpleaſure, 

RESURRECTION, will be no privilege to them; but 
immortality itſelf, their everlaſting curſe. Would they 
not bleſs the grave, * that Jand where all things are for- 
* gotten ; and wiſh to lie eternally hid, in it's deepeſt 
gloom ? But, the duſt refuſes, to conceal their perſons ; 
or draw a veil over their practices. They alſo muſt a- 
wake; muſt ariſe ; maſt appear at th: bar; and meet the 
Judge : a Judge before whom * the pillars' of heaven 
« tremble, and the earth melts away: a Judge, once 
long- ſuffering, and very compaſſionate; but now unalter- 
ably determined, to teach ſtubborn offenders, —what it 
3s, to provoke the omnipotent Godhead : what it is, to 
trample upon the blood of his Son : and offer deſpite to 


all the gracious overtures of his Spirit, 


Oh! the perplexity ! the diſtraction! that muſt con- 
found the impenitent rebels, when they are ſummoned to 
the great tribunal ! © what can they do, in this day of 
« ſevere viſitation ? ' this day of final deciſion ?—where ? 


how ? from whence can they find help ?—to which of 


the Saints will they turn? whether betake themſelves 
for ſhelter ?—Alas ! 'tis all in vain ; 'tis all too late. 
Friends and acquaintance know them no more ; heaven 
and earth abandon them, to their appaoaching doom: 
and even the Mediator, the MEpiaToR himſelf, deſerts 
them in this dreadſul hour. To fly, will be impracticable ; 
to joſtiſy themſelves, {till more impoſſible ; and now, 10 
make any ſupplications utterly unavailable, 


Behold ! the books are opened : the ſecrets of - all 


hearts, arc diſcloſed : the hidden things of darkneſs, are 
brought 


— — 
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brought to light, How empty, how ineffectual, are all 
thoſe refined artifices ; with which hypocrites impoſed 
upon their fellow creatures, and preſerved a character in 
the ſight of men ! the jealous God, who has been about 
their path, and about their bed, ſpied out all their ways, 
« ſets before them the things that they have done.” They 
cannot anſwer him one in a thouſand, nor ſtand in the 
awful judgment. They are ſpeechleſs with guilt, and 
ſtigmatized with infamy, before all the angels of light. 
What a favour would they eſteem it; to hide their aſham- 
ed heads, in the bottom of the ocean; or even to be bu- 
ried, beneath the ruins of the tottering world ! 

If the contempt, poured. upon them, be ſo inſupport- 
able; O! how will their hearts endure,” when the 
ſword of infinite indignation is unſheathed ; and fiercely 
waved, around their defenceleſs heads; or pointed dire&- 
ly, at their naked breaſts ? how muſt the wretches ſcream 
with wild amazement, and rend the very heavens with 
their cries, when the“ right-aiming thunderbolts gozy 
& abroad !” go abroad with a dreadſul commiſhon, to 
drive them from the kingdoms of glory; and plunge them, 


not into the ſorrows of a moment, or the tortures of an 


hour, but into all the reſtleſs agonies of unquenchable fire 
and everlaſting deſpair, 


Miſery of miſeries! too ſhocking for reſlection to dwell 


upon. But, if ſo diſmal to foreſee ; and that at a diſtance ; 


together with ſome comfortable expectation of cſc1ping it 
—O ! how bitter, how inconceivably bitter, to bear; 
without any intermiſſion ; or any mitagation ; through 
hopeleſs and eternal ages! 


Who has any bowels of pity ? ho has any ſentiments 
of compaſſion ? who has any tender concern for his ſellow- 
creatures ?—who? in God's name, and for Chriſt's ſake, 
Jet him ſhew it ; by warning every man, and beſeeching 
every min, to ſeek the Lord while he may be found : To 


throw down the arms of rebellion, bèſore the act of in- 
| demuity 
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demnity expires : ſubmiſſively to adore the Lamb, while he 
holds out the golden ſceptre. Here, let us act the 
friendly part to mankind: here, let the whole force of 
our benevolence exert itſelf : in exhorting, whomſoever 
we are likely to influence, to take the wings of faith un- 
feigned ; of repentance undelayed ; and © flee away from 
* this wrath to come.” 

Upon the whole ; what ſtupendous diſcoveries are theſe! 
lay them up in a faithful remembrance, O my ſoul. Re- 
collect them, with the molt ſerious attention; when thou 
| Heſt down, and when thou riſeſt up. When thou walkeſt, 
receive them for thy companions ; when thou talkeſt, liſ- 
ten to them as thy prompters; and whatever thou doeſt, 
conſult them as thy direAors. Influenced by theſe con. 
ſiderations, thy views will greaten; thy affections be 
exalted j and thou thyſelf raiſed above the tantalizing 
power of periſhing things. Duly mindful of theſe, it 
will be the ſum of thy deſires, and ſcope of thy endeavours, 
to gain the approbation of that ſovereign Being; who 
will then fill the throne, and pronounce the deciſive ſen - 
tence, Thou wilt ſee nothing worth a wiſh, in compari- 
fon of having his will for thy rule; his glory for thy 
aim; and his holy Spirit for thy ever-actuating prin- 
ciple. 

Wonder, O man; be loſt in admiration; at thoſe 
prodigious events, which are coming upon the univerſe : 
events, the greatneſs of which, nothing finite can meaſure. 
Such, as will cauſe whatever is conſiderable or momen- 
tous in the annals of all generations, to fink into little- 
neſs and nothing : events (Jeſus, prepare us for their 
approach ; defend us when they take place !) big with the 
everlaſting fates, of all the living, and all the dead. —[ 
mult ſee the graves cleaving; the ſea teeming ; and 


ſwarms unſuſpected, cronds unnumbered, yea, multitudes 


of thronging nations, riſing from both.—I muſt ſee the 
world in flames; muſt ſtand at the diſſolution of all ter- 


reſtrial 
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reſtrial things; and be an attendant, on the burial of 
nature. I muſt ſee the vaſt expanſe of the ſky, wrapt up 
like a ſcroll ; and the incarnate God, iſſuing forth from 
light inacceſſible, with ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
angels, to judge both men and devils.—I muſt fee the 
curtain of time drop; fee all eternity diſcloſed to view; 
and enter upon a (late of being, that will never, never, 
have an end, 

And ought I not (let the vaineſt imagination judpe ; 
ought 1 not) to try the ſincerity of my faith ; and take 
heed to my ways? is there an inquiry; is there a care; 
of greater, of equal, of comparable importance ?—ls not 
this an infinitely preſſing call, to ſee that my loins are 
girded about ; my lamp trimmed ; and myſelf dreſſed for 
the © bridegroom's appearance? that, waſhed in the 
fountain opened in my Saviour's fide, and clad with the 
marriage garment wove by his obedience; I may © be 
© found in peace, unblameable, and unreproveable.'— 
Otherwiſe, how ſhall I ſtand with boldneſs; when the 
ſtars of heaven, fall from their orbs ? how ſhall I come 
forth erect and couragious; when the earth itſelf, reels 
to-and-fro like a drunkard * ? how ſhall I look up with 
joy, and ſee my ſalvation drawing nigh ; when the hearts 
of millions fail for fear ? 


Now, leſt my meditations ſet in a cloud; and leave 
any unpleaſing gloom upon your mind; let me once more 
turn, to the brightening proſpects of the righ:eous, A 
view of them, and their delightful expectations, may 
ſerve to exhilerate the thoughts ; that have been muſing 
upon melancholy ſubje&s, and hovering about the edges | 
of infernal darkneſs. Juſt as a ſpacious field, arrayed in 
green, relieves and re-invigorates the eye; that has fatigu- 
ed itſelf by poring upon ſome minute, or gazing upon 


ſome glaring object. 5 
The 


®* Iſa, xxiv. 20. 
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The righteous ſeem to lie by, in the boſom of the earth, 
as a wary Pilot in ſome well-ſheltered creek ; till all the 
ſtorms, which inſeſt this lower world, are blown over. 
here they enjoy ſafe anchorage; are in no danger of 
ſaundering, amidſt the ſeas of prevailing iniquity : or of 
being ſhipwrecked, on the rocks of any powerful tempta- 
tion. But, ere long, we ſhall behold them hoiſting their 
flag of hope: riding before a ſweet gale of atoning merit 
and redeeming love; till they make, with all the ſails of 
an aſſured faith, the bleſſed port of eternal life — and 


reſt in the haven, the wiſh'd for bliſsſul haven, of per- 
fe ſecurity, and everlaſting repoſe, 
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LS + TERS 


On the Study and Uſe of Hiſtory : 


So far as they relate to the 


HisToRY of the OLD TESTAMENT; 


And eſpecially to the 


CASE of Noa, denouncing a Curſe upon 


CANAAN. 


In a LETTER to a LADY of QuaLtrTv. 


Merſes profunds, pulchrior evenit. 


Hos. 


P R E F A C E 


HE Reoacer will fee, from the date of the following 
Leiter, that it was written a conſiderable time a- 
age. From which circumſtance he will probably conclude, 
that it was not intended for publication, A cenjecture, 
which is perfectly juſt, The publication is owing to the 
rigbi honcurable Perſonage, whoſe name, though it would 
grace and recommend his papers, the author is not alloaved 
to mention. Her Ladyſhip's commands, which would ad- 
mit of no excuſe, drew the Remarks from his pen ; and her 
defire, which with him will always have the force of a 
command, has brought them io the preſs. 


1t will give him the higheſt pleaſure, if, while he is . 
ing the debt cbedience and gratitude to a noble friend, he 
may ſupport the dignity of the divine word ; may raiſe its 
eſteem, aud promote its ſtudy among men. Becauſe then, 
he may reaſonably hope to promote the beſt intereſt, of his 
fellow-creatures and ſubſerve that grand deſignation of 
the almighty Majeſty, expreſſed by the Pſalmiſl—— Thos 
haſt magnified thy word above all thy Name “. 


® Palm cxxiii. 2. 


MADAM, 


=O if, . £ownd 


MAD AM, 


S you was pleaſed to aſk my opinion, concerning 
Lord BoLIxXGBROKE'S Remacys on the Serip- 
tural Hiſdary, I have procured the book; have 

peruſed what relates to the tabj d; and ſubmit to your 
judgment, the thoughts which o-curred. Aſſuring your 
12dyſhip, that, though many miaht dilcu's the pint, much 
more clearly and ſatisfactorily, than the rerſon you favour: 
ed with your commands; vet no one cen think it a grea- 
ter honour to receive them, or a greater pleaſure to exe. 


cute them. 

The Old Teſtament, it is alledged, is no ſufficient 
* foundation for c/r9n2/:gy from the beginning of time 
& (a).”——To enter upon the nicities of chronology, 
would, perhaps, be too difficult a reſearch ; at leaſt, it 
would require from your Ladyſnip a more painſul atten- 
tion, than 1 ſhould chuſe to occaſion by any. of my letters. 
And I very frankly own, that I am by no means maſter of 
the argument, nor equal to the taſk, Others, I don't 
doubt, whoſe inclination has diſpoſed, and whoſe genius 
has fitted them for this particular ſtudy, will undertake to 
decide the queſtion; and give the honour, where the ho- 
nour is due, This, however from a very ſcanty ſur- 
vey of the caſe, I can eaſily diſcern that the chronologer 


will no where find ſuch memorable events for fixing his 
Bb 2 ras; 


(a) See Lord Bolingbrele's Letters on the Study and Uſe of Hiſto- 
ry, Vol. I. Page 93. 
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ras ; nor ſuch early and ſubſtantial aids, for computing 
bis time; as from the Moſaic monuments, and the ſacred 
annals, 


From the beginning of the world to the flood, we have 
an orderly pradation of time, marked out by the lives of 
ten eminent patriarchs.— From the flood, we may pro- 
ceed to that glorious promiſe of a Redeemer made to A- 
braham, In thy Seed ſhall all the nations of the earth be 
© bleſſed.” From this promiſe to the miraculous deli- 
verance of the Iſraelites from Egyptian bondage.- 
From thence to the building of Solomon's temple ; which 
was an illuſtrious type * of that divine Perſon, © in whom 
* dwells all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily.” From 
the building of this magnificent ſtructure, to the demoli- 
tion of it by the Babylonian monarch. From thence to 
the conqueſt of Babylon by Cyrus the Perſian, And 
from the reign of Cyrus, to that grand, that moſt impor- 
tant of all tranſactions, the Death of Meſſiah the Prince: 
when he * finiſhed the tranſgreſſion, and made an end of 
* ſins, and made reconciliation for iniquity, and brought 
in everlaſting righteouſneſs F. 

The intermediate ſpace, between each of theſe very di- 
ſtinguiſhed periods, may, I believe, be aſcertained, to a 
conſiderable degree of exactneſs, from the ſacred Volumes. 
If ſo, this will conſtitute a more comprehenſive and per- 
fet ſyſtem of chronology, than can be derived from the 
Olympiads of the Grecians, or the Hegira of the Maho- 
metans; from the Perſian, the Roman, or any other 
epocha. | 

But the hiſtory of the Old Teſtament is much more ne- 
ceſſary to be known, and much more eaſy to be under. 
ſtood. Yet this, my Lord ſuggeſts, is not a complete 
hiſtory of the firſt ages f. We allow the ſuggeſtion. 


Tt neither is, nor has materials for, a complete univerſal 
hiſtory. 


t Page 83. 


T Dan. ix. 24 
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hiſtory. It pretends to nothing more than to relate the aſ- 
fairs of one particular family; in which the church of God was 
to ſubſiſt,. and from which the S1viour of men was to ſpring. 
Nevertheleſs, ſo many collateral incidents are touched n- 
pon; fo many branches of this main ſtream are occaſional- 
ly purſued ; as preſcat us with a collection of the inolt an- 
cient, the molt curious, and molt inſtructive facts. 


Here we are brought acquainted with the creation of 
the world, and the formation of man. The origin of 
evil, both natural and moral, is diſcovered in the ſall of our 
firſt parents; and the diſpleaſure of God againſt fin is ma- 
nifelted, by the waters of a general deluge. Here we 
ſee the preſervation of our ſpecies in the ark, and re-peo- 
pling of the earth by Noah; the invention of polite arts |, 
and the riſe of uſeſul manufactures + ; the eſtabliſhment of 
nations, and the founders of their principal kingdoms, 
Not to add, that theſe records are the royal archives, in 
which the charter of our ſovereignty 5 over the creatures 
is preſerved ; and the original draught of the covenant of 
grace depoſited. Here then, may we not challenge any, 
or all the books, written in every language under heaven? 
What memoirs go fo far back into antiquity ? What me. 
moirs are fo intereſting to all mankind ? Flad they 
been tranſmitted to us by any Grecian or Roman author, 
how would they have been admired and valued! How 
laviſhly, and indeed how jultly, praiſed ! 

Another excellency of theſe writings (and peculiar to 
theſe alone) is, that they not only reach backward, as far 
as the very birth of things; but proceed forwards, even 
into the remoteſt futurity. They ſoretold the ruin of 
Babylon, the noblelt, the beit fortified, and moſt com- 
modiouſly ſituated, metropolis in the univerſe, WHO 
ſaid, and no one would have ſuſpected it to be a vain boaſt, 
I (hall be a lady for ever.” Yet the {criptures pronoun» 


ced 


1 Cen. iy, 21. + Cen. iv, 20, 22. 6 Gen, i, 28. 
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ced her utter deſtruction 4; and ſpecified the perſon who ſhoul 
ſhould bring about this great cataſtrophe, They point- | _ 
ed out the place of his abode (a). They deſcribed him, by x01 
ſeveral diſtinguiſhing circumſtances .) They particular. 1120 
ized the genius ol his warlike enterprizes (c). They men- heav: 
tioned his very name f.— All this, ſome hundreds of IR 
5 


years, beſore the event took place, or the conqueror was 


* ſo far exceed the king of Armenia in the ſwiftneſs of your motions, 

© that, before he could get together the few forces quartered in his 

© neighbourhoud, you are come from a diſtant country, and have ſur- 
5 © rounded him with a large army.“ Xempb. Cyro-pad. Lib. III 
| | Thus Alexander, whoſe marches and whole victories were almoft in- 
| credibly ſwift, is beautifully and exactly characterized by the pro- 
1 phet Daniel. As I was conſidering, behold! an He- goat came from 
4 © the Weſt on the face of the whole earth, and touched not the 
© ground.” Chap. viii.s, No orator, with all the powers of lan» 
guage, could more beautifully have deſcribed the rapidity and the 
extent of the Macedonian conqueſts, Nor can any hiſtorian, though 
writing after the accompliſhment of the events, have deſcribed them 
more exactly. | 


1 4 10, xliv, 28, chap, xlv. . 


JEEP 292 n 
They foretold the rejection and calamities of the diſo- _ 
bedient Jews ; who are the chief ſobject of their hiſtory. 2 
8 ; tural 
(And this, ſurely, could not be with a view to aggrandize 
their nation, or io anſwer any ſiniſlec deſign.) That they 1 
hound e 
Thi: 
1 17a. xiii. 19, 20. Kc. Chap. xvi. 23, 24. (a) Iſa, xlvi. 11. be o 
(5) That he ſhould beſiege and take the moſt impregnable of cities, witl 
Iſa. xlv. 1, 2.---That he ſhould enrich himſelf with immenſe ſpoile, preſ 
Ifa. xlr. 3. That be ſhould not be a tyrant, but a ſhepherd to the it," 
captive Jew? ; ſrould releaſe them from their captivity, and both per- : 
l 5 5 , tion 
mit and promote the tebuilding of their temple, Ifa. xliv. 28. a 
(c) e is called a rawencus bird, Iſa. xlvi. 11. Denoting his ſpeed, regt 
activity, and great exhedition. Which were more like the flight of a gul: 
| ſwift-winged bird, (Ui: is the exact ſenſe of the original T) than Dar 
[ the march of an amy with all its incumbrances, This is acknow- 
ledged by Tyegranes, in his fine expoſſulatory diſcourſe with Cyrus: 
Tax it T3SvTO TEN V8 AUTY, were rab epharag eb ovy 
| | o re, vn rue Trv Tap tautw Suizuiv a%pnoagiati, * You 
. 


rot be ſettled as a colony in ſome particular tract of the 
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ſhould be ſubdued by their enemies, loſe the favour of 
their God, and the poſſeſſion of their native land. Yet 


victor's dominions, but be ſcattered abroad under the whole 
heavens 9.— This was threatened by their JEHOVAII, 
this is recorded in their books, and this is, even 
now, ſo remarkably fulfilled, as to be a fact of the utmolt 
notoriety, Go into the moſt polite or moſt barbarous, 
countries, the neareſt or moſt diſtant parts of the world; 
you will, every where, find living evidences of this ſcrip- 
tural prediction, 

The ſcriptures ſpeak in the moſt explicit and peremp. 
tory terms, with regard to the re/toration of the Jews ||,— 
This reſtoration could not be effected, at leaſt could not 
be obſerved, it they had been blended and incorporated 
with the inhabitants of other climes. Therefore, to be a 
preſumptive proof of its accompliſhment; and to render 
it, when accompliſhed, the moſt obſeryable of all revolu- 
tions; they have ſubſiſted a diſtin people, amidſt all the 
regions, whither they have been driven, A moſt ſin- 
gular and aſtoniſhing circumſiance! How ſoon were the 


Danes, the Saxons, and the Normans, mingled with the 
Britons ? 


f| Ezek, xi. 17, Amos ix. 14, 15. Tech. xiv. 10, 11. I have 
not ventured to determine, whether the reſtoration of the Jews, is 
to be underſtood of a return to their own country, or of their con- 
verſion to the faith of Chriſt, Though I think, the latter is the 
meaning of the Holy Spirit; will be no leſs wonderful than the for- 
mer; and ſeems to be ſupported by ſuch paſfages as the following. -- 
© They ſhall look on ME, whom they have pierced, and mourn.“ 
The gift of repentance, not the circumſtance of place, is the material 
point, Zech, xiii. 10.- When it ſhall turn, not the tribes of Iſ- 
rael to Jeruſalem, but the heart of the Iſraelites to the Lord," 
2 Cor. iii. 16.---Then * all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved, Rom. xi. 26, ſhall 
be made partakers of the goſpel, of its ſacred privileges, and its 
great ſalvation. In which they will enjoy all, more than all the 
bleflings, which Canaan could afford. Of which that good!ly land, 
in its utmoſt fertility, affluence and glory, was but 2 type. 
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Britons ! And how entirely are they all melted down and 
loſt among the natives of our iſle ? But the Jews, like a 
drop of oil on the water, have continued a ſeparate com- 


munity; and, though diſperſed into all nations, are not, 


through the long courſe of ſeventeen hundred years, em- 
bodied with any. This is ſuch a peculiarity in the diſ- 
penſations of Providence, as I can never ſufficiently ad- 
mire: and is, I think, an undeniable voucher to the au- 
thenticity of the ſcriptures ; held forth, as it were, by the 
hand of Omnipotence, in the ſight of all the world. 

Such events the antient ſcriptures foretel}, and ſuch facts 
they relate, Facts of incomparable grandeur, and events 
of the preateſt importance. All which are delivered in 
ſuch a majeſtic ſimplicity of ſtile, as nothing can equal but 
their preciſe veracity.——Yet theſe books Lord Boling- 
broke diſparages; and, at the ſame time, extols the wri- 
tings of Tacitus. ——The remains of Tacitus, he tells us, 
© are precious remains (2). Thoſe of the holy Scripture, 
* are dark and imperfe& accounts (5).“ In Tacitus, hiſ- 
© tory preſerves her integrity and her luſtre (c).“ In the 
holy Scriptures, inſtead of hiſtory, you have * an heap of 
«© fables; which can pretend to nothing but ſome inſcru- 
© table truths, and therefore uſeleſs to mankind (d).” 
Every line of Tacitus has weight, and cannot be mention- 
ed without admiration (e). Whereas the facred hiſtory 
is put upon a level, with the extragancies of Amadis of 
Gaul H, and © can never gain ſufficient credit from any 
« reaſonable man (g). 

© Who is this uncircumciſed Philiſtine, ſaid David, that 
he ſhould defy the armies of the living God (/)“ And 
who is this Tacitus, would I aſk, this darling author, that 
he ſhould be raiſed to the ſkies, while the divine hiſtorians 


are trodden to the duſt ?—1f your ladyſhip is unacquaint- 
ed 


(a) Page 161, (I) Page 108. c) Page 161. (ad) Page 127. 
(e) Page 161. (f) Page 121. (g) Page 118. (6) 1 Sam, xvil. 26. 
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ed with his character, let me give it in the words of a moſt 


elegant and maſterly critic. 4 Having conſidered the prin- 
© cipal qualities of Tacitus as a writer and an hiſtorian; J 
© cannot help thinking, that there is a falſe ſublime and af- 
© fetation in his deſcription a ſcurrility and fatyrical vein, 
© with tog epigrammatical a conciſeneſs in his wit; an a- 
« cutencſs, but too ſpeculative, and a policy over refined 
in bis obſervations; a malignant and ill- natur'd turn in 
© his characters; a philoſophy too abſtracted and elevated in 
© his reaſoners, and a vanity in his learning, In ſhort, 
* that he is in antiquity a pedent ; in the philoſophy of 
© of nature a ſceptic ; in morals looſe; in deſcription gau · 
dy and pompous ; in politics ſubdolous, refined and 
c knaviſh. *” 


Yet this is the writer, that muſt be placed in ſuch great 


4 


ſuperiority io Moſes, Joſhua and Samuel. This the hiſto- 


ry (riſe Criticiſm, and reſent the indig nity !) that is ſpo- 
ken of with applauſe and rapture, even while the ſacred 
annals are treated with diſreſpect and obloquy. 

I might recount the glorious privileges, exhibited in thig 
bleſſed book; the ineſtimal promiſes, made to the righ. 
teous ; the tenderly compaſſionate invitations, addreſſed 
to ſinners; the refined and exalted diſplays of morality 
with many other noble particular: which it is the pre- 
rogative of ſcripture, to contain——the wiſdom of man- 
kind, to believe and the only felicity of our nature to 
be intereſted in them, and influenced by them, 

But my lord is ready to agree on theſe topics. He ex- 
preſſes, in ſome places at leaſt, no diſlike of the doctrinal 
and prophetical parts. Nay, he has contrived an expedi- 
ent, to reſcue them from the diſkonour, which he would 


bring upon the hiſtorical. He allows the former to be 
Cc written 


The treatiſe which furniſhes me with this extract, is written by 
Mr, Hunter; is entitled Obſervations on Tacitus. See page. 184. 


— 
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written under the inſpiration of the holy and un-erring it, 
Spirit. The latter, he affirms, are © purely human, and v.07 
therefore fallible. T. Proceeding upon this ſuppoſition, ing 
he ſcruples not to repreſent them, as the devices of craſt, par 
| or the blunders of ignorance, cw 
1 I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that ſuch a diſtinction is An 
| without the leaſt ground of reality, to ſupport it: and ten 
2 would, if admitted, be an effectual method to ſubvert the Or 
1 whole of revelation. For, if it could be proved, that the for 
6 authors of this hiſtory were ſo weak, as to fall into palpa. = 


| ble errors, where a common degree of ſagacity would have 
. . - Ol 
ſecured them from miſtaking: or if they were ſo treacherous, 50 


1 as to palm upon the world a multiplicity of forgeries; ſo ſhi 
if impious, as to aſcribe their falſchoods to the God of L 
1 truth; this would at once ruin their character as men, ſhi1 
and deſtroy their credit as writers, At this rate, who his 
could depend upon their teſtimony in any point what- tur 
ever ? | ſary 
Beſides ; many of the doctrinal parts of ſcripture refer ed. 
to, and are derived from, the hiſtorical, If the latter * 
n 5 f All 

were a parcel of impoſitions and miſtakes, what degree of 
veracity or dignity could the former claim? If the foun- no! 
dation is a buble, how can the ſuperſtructure ſtand ? 2 


Whether his lordſhip, by ſuch a ſpecious pretence of ſerv- lod 
ing the intereſts of true religion, intended fecretly to un- 


dermine it, I will not preſume to ſay. But this I may FI 
venture to declare, that his ſcheme is very ſhrewdly cãl- 
culated to compaſs ſuch an end. Grant what his lord- ſay 
ſhip aſks ; and what all the enemies of Chriſtianity wiſhs vey 
will unavoidably follow. all 
Farther, Madam Such a diſtinction is contrary to 12 
the expreſs declaration of the New Teſtament: which po- you 
ſitively aſſers, that © ALL ſcripture is given by inſpiration a 
* of God 1. — Our bleiſed Lord, who was very well | 
qualified to diſcern truth, and equally zealous to maintain 4 


ity 


Page 96, T2 Tim, iii. 16, 
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it, makes no ſuch difference. He ſays in general, Search 
the ſcriptures +; the whole collection of ſacred writ- 
ings. —* Whatſoever things,” adds St. Paul, not ſome 
particular paſſages only, but Whatſoever things were 
© written afore-time, were written for our learning “.“ 
And mult therefore have been under ſuch a divine ſuper - in- 
tendency, as ſecured them from all poſlibility of error, 
Orherwiſe they might be written, not ſor our learning, but 
for our deception, — 80 that St. Paul's direction, is as 
contrary to lord Bolingbroke's diſtinction, as the eaſt is 
oppolite to the weſt, We may as ſoon bring theſe two 
points of the hemiſphere together, as reconcile his lord- 
ſhip's refinements with the Apoſtle's religion. 

I believe it will be cqually difficult, to render his lord- 
ſhip conſiſtent with himſelf, His concegion overthrows 
his di/tindtion. Admitting the doctrinal parts of the ſerip- 
ture to be true, the veracity of the hiſtorical, is, by neceſ- 
ſary conſequence, and, beyond all contradiction, eſtabliſſi- 
ed. They are indiſſolubly connected: they mutually bear 
on, and mutually ſuſtain each other: and muſt ſtand or 
fall together. They are like an arch moſt exactly finiſned; 
not a {tone of which can be taken away, without diſcon- 
certing the whole ſtructure: and like an arch firmly found- 
ed, as well as correctly finiſhed, the more they are preſ- 
ſed, the ſtronger they will appear. 

My lord ſays indeed, That <©* Chriſt came not to con- 
« ſecrate all the written traditions of the Jews 4.“ He 
ſays it, but where or how does he prove it By writ- 
ten traditions of the Jews, I ſuppoſe, we are to underſtand 
all the Hebrew ſcriptures. The drift of the diſcourſe, 
leads us to this ſenſe. Now, it is apparant, that our Sa- 
viour has actually conſecrated, has ſet the ſeal of authenti- 
city and infallibility to the law of Moſes, to the Pſalms, 

C<c.2 - and 


T John v. 39, * Rom, xv. 4 Page 94. 
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and to the Prophets ||. By appealing to them as deciſive, 
and by allowing them to be predictive, he has acknow- 
ledged them to be divinely inſpired ; and to be unqueſti- 
onably true. And a very little acquaintance with Jewiſh 
antiquities will inform us, that in theſe /4ree partitions, 
the whole body of the Hebrew ſcriptures is comprehend- 
ed, — What then becomes of his lordſhip's aſſertion ? 


Or to whoſe diſcredit does it tend? That of the Jewiſh 


Scriptures, or that of his own knowledge ? 


I muſt defire your ladyſhip to rake notice of the ex- 
preſſion in this paſſage. It is ſomewhat ſingular, and de. 
ſerves a particular regard. Written traditions is the 
phraſe, Every one knows, that we explode, and very 
jaſtly, thoſe ſuperſtitious whimſies of the Jews, which 
paſs under the denomination of traditions, Yet my lord 
thinks proper, to call the hiſtories of the Old Teſtament 
by this difreputable name: only he admits one difference, 
that whereas the former were tranſmitted by the ſtrength 
of memory, the latter are committed to writing. But 
is this an honeſt repreſentation ? Is this free ſrom all ma · 
lignant diſguiſe ? | 

Let us put the matter to the following trial, The 
word legend, when applied to any modern ſtory, raiſes the 
ſame contemptible and abſurd idea, as the word 7radition 
excites, when applied to any Jewiſh notion, Would my 
lord, or would his friends think, that due honour, or com- 
mon juſtice was done, to his Sketch of the hiſtory and ſlate 
of Europe, if it ſhould be ſtyled in our public papers, Lord 
Bolingbroke's written legends *——The impropriety and 
the malevolence of ſuch a title, would be undeniable and 
odious? Who then can vindicate the propriety of his 
lordſhip's language, or clear it from being a moſt injuri- 
ous miſ.reprefentation ofthe ſacred records? Which, how- 
ever ſome of the fats might come down in a traditionary 
channel, to the writers; by paſſing through their hands, 

receive 


Luke wiv. 44. 
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receive the ſtamp of undoubted certainty; and are no 
longer traditions, but oracles. 


I wiſh, this had been the only inſtance of artifice and 
impoſition, uſed in the letters under examination, Why 
are ſo many idle tales, and ſcandalous ſtories raked toge- 
ther, and expoſed to view +? —— Why ? but to put a 
cheat upon the inattentive reader, and depreciate the dig- 
nity of the divine word ? Depreciate it, much in the ſame 
manner, as its moſt illuſtrious Object and Author was 
formerly diſhonoured; not only by the falſe accuſations, 
with which he was charged ; but alſo by the infamous 
company, with whom he was numbered. Did my lord 
imagine that theſe tales were really believed, even by the 
warmeſt advocates for holy wtit ? No: He muſt know in 
his conſcience, that they never were received by the gene- 
rality of divines z neither are mentioned by authors of diſ- 
cernment, unleſs it be to confute and reject them. 
However, be they credited or not, it was apprehended 
they might ſerve a purpoſe. But whether it be the pur. 
poſe of integrity, impartiality, and truth, I leave to the 
determination of others, 

Still it is urged, That theſe ſcriptures are“ full of addi. 
« tions, interpolations, and tranſpoſitions . — That they 
are full of additions, is more eaſily aſſerted, than evinced. 
I can find but one inſtance ſpecified by his lordſhip. 


Which is the account ** of the death and ſepulchre of Mo- 
6 ſes, with a fort of funeral panegyric *,” recorded in 


the laſt chapter of Deuteronomy. Here it is taken for 
granted, that we are reduced to a terrible dilemma——ei- 
ther to own that this paragraph was written by Moſes him - 
ſelf ; and then we may expect to hear of impoſſibility and 
abſurdity——or elſe, that it is all ſuppoſitious; and then 
the ſcriptures muſt have paſſed through tampering fingers, 


and ſuffered adulteration ?!——But ſuppoſe this ſmall ap 
| pendix 


+ See Page'$5, 86, $$,---102.---109%, 129, 1 Page 95, 96. 
» Page IQZ, 
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pendix was made by Joſhua : a man whoſe mind was illu- 


minated, and his hand guided by the Spirit of the Moſt 


High ? Does ſuch an addition deſerve to be branded with 
an ignominious, or even brought into diſeſteem by a ſuſpi» 


cious character? Or what if ſome other prophet, whoſe 
name is unknown, ſuper-added this valuable anecdote ? 


Is the concealment of the penman's name ſufficient to im- 
peach the genuineneſs, -or invalidate the authority of the 
paſſage? Eſpecially, ſince it has been approved by other 
inſpired writers, and received the imprimature of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ? — 1 know not who is the printer of his lord- 
ſhip's two volumes; yet, though ignorant of this circum- 
ſtance, for other very ſatisfactory reaſons, I have no 
doubt but they are the genuine productions of his pen. 
My lord would have done well to conſider - Whether 
it was a probable or a practicable thing, to interpolate a 
ſet of books, which were ſtudied with ſo much accuracy, 
and kept with ſo much vigilance. The number of whoſe 


verſes, eſpecially in the Pentateuch, was computed ; and 


the arrangement of the very letters known. Whether af- 
ter the coming of Chriſt, the jealous eye which the Jews 
and Chriſtians had on each other, was not an unſurmount- 
able bar againſt any innovations or material alterations. — 
As for tranſpoſitions, they are uſed by the moſt approved 
hiſtorians. When uſed with judgment, they redound to 
the reputation of the writer, and increaſe the pleaſure of 
the reader. And would his lordſhip make that a diſpa- 
r:gement of the ſacred narative, which is a recommenda- 
of any ordinary compoſition ? 

But my lord imagines, that he has found out a ſubſtan- 
tial reaſon for the afore-mentioned diſtinction has de- 
tected ſuch improprieties in the ſacred narrative, as con- 


tradict all our notions of order and of juſtice x.“ He 


produces, by way of ſpecimen, the caſe of Noah, denoun- 
cing 


Page 110. 
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cing a curſe upon Canaan, — This, it ſeems, is the capi- 
tal abſurdity ; this the glaring error ; which, he concludes, 
is ſufficient to uncanonize the hiſtories of the Old Teſta- 
ment, and degrade their writers from the claſs of inſpira- 
tion. This therefore, if your ladyſhip pleaſes, we will 
examine a little more particularly. 


The charge in general is thus expreſſed : © One is 
* tempted to think, that the patriarch was (till drunk ; and 
& that no man in his ſenſes, could hold ſuch languape, or 
* paſs ſuch a ſentence,” Was I at leiſure to criticiſe 


upon words, I ſhould be tempted to obſerve, that the dic- 


tion“ no man could hold ſuch language,” may be French, 
but is ſcarcely Engliſh, However, from the expreſſion I 
paſs to the ſentiment, This, for candour and ſolidity, 
is much like the reflection of the Jews, on the memorable 
day of penticoſt. When the Apoſtles addreſſed the inha- 
bitants of various countries, each in his own native tongue; 
ſome of their hearers aſcribed this miraculous ability io 
what? we are amazed when we read——to the intoxicat- 
ing power of wine f. Strange! that exceſſive drinking, 
which incapacitates other people from talking commen 
ſenſe, ſhould enable the diſciples of Chriſt to ſpeak all 
kinds of Janguages ! Is it not equally ſtrange, that a 
a drunken diſorder ſhould enable the patriarch to deliver 
prophecies, and foretell future events? Which (as I hope 
to prove) was the real import of the ſpeech. 

Perhaps, this curſe may ſeem to be the effect, if not of 
diſorderly indulgence, yet of intemperate paſſion, And 
how incompatible is this, with the character of a preacher 
of righteouſneſs? Surely Noah ſhould not have been ſo 
forward to call for the thunderbolts of vengeance. Any 
benevolent man, much more a pious progenitor, would 
rather have deprecated the blow.—I wonder, his lordfhip 


did not ſtart this objeRion, Which would have been 


mul 


ft Ac ii, 13. 
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much more plauſible, and much leſs ſhocking. To this, 
in caſe it had been ſtarted, we might reply ;—That Noah 
acted as the oracle of God. This, and many other ſuch 
paſſages, which ſeem to be imprecations, are really predicti- 
ons. Holy men ſpoke as they were influenced by the Spi- 
tit; and uttered not the ſuggeſtions of their own minds, 
but the will of Almighty God. —— Which inclines me to 
think, it might be no leſs proper, and much more ſuita- 
ble io the prophetic ſtyle, if we tranſlated ſuch paſſages as 
indicatives rather than imperatives ; making them declara- 
tory of what is decreed in the cabinet of heaven, and will 
as certainly take place, as if it already exiſſed. Curſed js, 
rather than be, Canaan. Bleſſed of the Lord js, inſtead of 
be, his land. Deut. xxxiii. 13, Thus Iſaiah, foretelling 
the incarnation of that wonderful and adorable Perſon, 
whom he ſtyles The mighty God,” fays, To us a child 
© is born .“ So calling the things that are not, as tho? 
© they were. Such a manner of ſpeaking, would remove 
ſrom this particular paſſage, all that ſounds harſh, or 
ſeems uncharitable : and would in the general impart an 
unequalled majeſty || to the language of ſcripture. 

It was God then, and not man, from whom this aven- 
ging ſentence came. And God, to ſhew his utter deteſta- 
tion of all iniquity ; to manifeſt his ſingular delight in all 
virtue; frequently takes occaſion to denounce vengeance, 
or promiſe happineſs, when ſome notorious evil is com- 
mitted, or ſome laudable good perſormed. And was 
there not a moſt notorious evil committed here?“ Chari- 
* ty, ſays the Apoſtle covereth all things +:* draws a veil 

over 


t Iſa, ix. 6. 


Blaſſed be, is what any holy perſon might ſay, and comprehends 
no more than a ſuHicatory benediftion, Bleſſed is, ſuits only the 
mouth of a prophet, and implies an autboritative bleſſing. 

T Cor. xiii, 7. rave gti. This is ene article in the fineſt diſ- 
play of ſocial virtue, that ever was exhibited to the world, And 
ſhould, I think, be tranſlated (not b:areth, but caveretb or concealeth 


in thoſe days of primitive ſimplicity, was paid to any aged per, 
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over the various infirmities of every common neighbour, 
But this man (man ſhall I ſay ? rather monſter of ingrati- 
tude) fees the ſhame of a father -an aged father, —a pious 
father; and, inſtead of concealing, © when he cometh forth, 
© he telleth it,” Fools they are, abandoned profligates, 
that make a mock at ſtn,* What name then can be bad e 
nough, for a prophane and unnatural wretch ; who makes 
ſport with a parent's folly, a parent's ſinſulneſs, a parent's 
miſery? —Surely this was a mol! flagrant violation of ſili- 
al reverence, filial love, and filial duty ++ Which not on- 
ly implied ſo many particular offences, each attended with 
its reſpeQive guilt, but indicated the offender to be delti- 
tute of all piety, For to argue in the Apoltle's ſtrain; 
How could this man vencrate a Father in heaven, whom 
he had not ſeen? If he was ſo irreverent to a father on 
earth, whom he had ſeen ? 
But ſuppoſing the turpitude and immorality of the ation 
to be very enormous, and ſuch as deſerved ſome ſignal ven- 
D d geance: 


all things, The natural import of the word juſtifies, and the context 
evigently requires, this ſenſe. Otherwiſe the firſt and laſt clauſes of 
the verſe, will co-incide in their meaning; or rather make an un- 
meaning tautology. | 

1 The turpitude and immorality of this offence will appear in 
blacker colours, if we conſi der the very pecu jar reverence 3 which 


muck more to an aged parent, 


Credebant hoc grande nefas, & morte piandum 
Si juvenis vetuls nen afſurrexarat, & fi 
Barbato cuicungue puer. 


Tuven. Satyr. XIII. 


We may ſee from that aw ful threatning, Prov, xxx. 17. with what 
extreme deteſtation the moſt holy God reſents ſuch an unnatural be- 
haviour. The eye that mocketh at his father, and deſpiſeth to o- 
© bey his mother, the ravens cf the valley ſhall pick it out, and the 
© y: ung eagle ſhall eat it.“ Nay, it ſhould ſeem from this text, as 
though all nature was ready to teſtify its abhorrence of ſuch a crime 
and rather than it ſhould eſcape con ga puniſhment, the mot inleu- 
fble animals wcu's rife up to execute vengeance, 
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geance: the vengeance, it is objected, was miſapplyed. For 
% Ham alone offended : Canaan was innocent.“ My 
lord is not ſuce that Cinaan was innocent; though he aſ- 
Aerts it pretty confidently, The contrary notion has ob- 
tained among the Jews. They apprehend that Canaan 
was firſt in the tranſgreſſion; and, inſtead of being reprov- 
ed, was imitated by his father. Biſhop Patrick, Mr. Pool, 
and other eminent commentators, think this to be no im- 
probable opinion, | 

If his lordſhip was unacquainted with the Hebrew, he 
will ſcarcely be thought qualified to pronounce ſo perem- 
torily, concerning a caſe related in that language. If he 
was acquainted with the original, he acts ſomewhat un- 
fairly in ſaying ; “ This notion is not only without, but 
„ again(t the expreſs authority of the text }.” For he 
muſt know, that it receives ſome countenance even from 
the text itſelf. I would by no means offcnd your lady- 
ſhip's eyes with any rugged figures, or uncouth quotati- 
ons. But you may venture to believe me, when I aſſure 
you, That the moſt exact tranſlation of verſe 24th, is, 
Noah knew what his ſon hed done to him, 7he or that 
' {{tle ane f.. Ham could not ſo properly be ſtyled, the 
little one, lince he was the middlemoſt, and is always pla- 
ced in that order: Shem, Ham, Japheth. But the deſcrip- 
tion agrees perfetly well with Canaan the grandſon of 
Noah : and it was cuſtomary among the Jews, to call the 
grand children the ſons of their grand- father ||. 


Canaan, it is added, „ was alone curſed.” —— The 
Words 


1 Page 111. 

+ Though it would have been unpolite, to quote Hebrew in writ- 
ing to a lady: it may be judged proper, perhaps be thought neceſſary, 
now the letter is made public, to produce the orignal expreſſion. That» 
where an argument is derived from the preciſe ſign:fication of the 
phraſe, the learned reader may examine and determine for himſelf. 

pn 122 Gen, ix. 24. The word Ip is uſed of Ben- 
jamin Jacob's youngeſt ſon, and tranſlated a little cre, Gen. xliv. 20, 


I. G:n. xtix, 5. 3 Chron, i. 17. 


reality? 
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words would run ſmoother, if tranſpoſed in this manner, 
Canaan alone was curſed, As for the fat, that wanis 
ſome better confirmation, than my lord's bare aſſertion. 
To me it is evident, that Ham was not exempted 
from the curſe. What? If it did not ſall upon him 


in perſon ? yet to be puniſhed in his offspring, mult be 


very affecting, and no leſs afflicting. 


But hold -— my lord has ſoreſtalled us in his reply. In- 
ſtead of waiting for it, or acquieſcing in it; he plays it 
upon us with an air of triumph. © Will it be ſaid—this 
& has been ſaid — That Ham was puniſhed in his poſte- 
„ rity .“ It has: and with his Jordſhip's leave, I 
will venture to ſay it again. Nor ſhould J, in caſe lord 
Bolingbroke was alive, have went farther than his own 
breaſt, for a proof of my aſſertion, Would he, with all 
his exalted ideas of liberty, have thought it no puniſkment 
on himſelf, provided he had been the father of children, 
to have heard them doom'd to a ſtate of ſlavery ; nay, to 
be, as he very rightly explains the ſacred phraſe, ** the 
4% vileſt and worſt of ſlaves?“ — Eſpecially if, like Ham, 
he was appointed, in the courſe of providence, to be the 
ſather of ſeveral nations? ——And if the doom had been 
pronounced by a perſon, of whoſe prophetic ſpirit there 
was fo inconteſtable an evidence, as the univerſal inunda- 
tion was of Noah's ? | 


Since my lord has no more communication with us or 
our affairs, I appeal to any, to every parental heart. Let 
nature——fond, compaſſionate, yearning nature ſpeak — 
Whether the infliction of ſuch a penalty on the ſon, (per- 
haps, a favourite fon, like Joſeph) the ſon's ſons, and the 
lateſt poſterity—Whether this be not properly a puniſh» 
ment of the father? Whether the father muſt not fecl by 
anticipation, what his wretched progeny mult endure in 
Nature once ſpoke to ſuch a query, and this 

Dd 2 "as 
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was her language: O my fon Abſalom! my ſon, my 
| © ſon Abſalom ! Would God I had died for thee ! O Ab- 
ſäalom, my ſon, my ſon t.“ Did hiſtory ever record, or 
poetry ever invent, ſo melancholy a moan ? It breathes 
the very foul of woe; and exemplifies the ſentiment, 
which his lordſhip would explode, 


* David, it is plain, was puniſhed in the calamitous ex- 
| N it of this young prince; in the diſaſters ſuſtained, and the 
1 diſorders committed by his other children P. Adam 
„ thought himſelf puniſhed in the ruin which he brought u- 
F pon the human race; and Jaments it in the moſt pathetic 


terms, as the ſevereſt diſtreſs attending his apoſtaſy |\.— 
One wiſer than Adam, one greater than David, whoſe 
judgment is always according to truth, is evidently of the 
th! ſame opinion: atd, for that reaſon, has formed the ſanc- 
4% tion of a molt facred commandment, upon this very prin- 
| . ciple; He will viſit the iniquities of the fathers upon 
& « the children, unto the third and fourth generation of 

them that hate Him.” What God has fo expreſly 
threatened, He has actually done: not on this only, but 
on various other emergencies. Thus Eſau ſuffered in his 
deſcendants a; Jehu in his family 6 ; and Hezekiab in his 
children c. Who all, like the Canaanites, were children 
of their fathers diſobedience : inheritors of their ſin, as 
well as of their name. —But this would anticipate tue re- 
ply to another objection, 


unborn ? Does not this “ contradict all our notions of 


& order and juſtice ? ”——Tt may be contrary to car no- 
tions, 


t 2 Sary, xvii, 33. + 2 Sam. xii. 10. 

See the whole of Adam's diſconſolate complaint. Parad Loft, 
Eook x. 725. | 

a Compare Gen. xxvii. 40. with 2 Sam. viii. 14. Tuou ſhalt 
* ſerve thy brother: Here is the ſentence. All they ef Edom 
became David's ſervants : * Here its execution, 


Eoſea i. 4. c Iſa, xxxix, 6, 7. 


Where is the equity of curſing a people, that are vet 


— — — 
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tions, at leaſt it would be unjuſtifiable in our practice, 
But is quite otherwiſe with regard to the all-ſeeing God. 
Is it not agreeable to the ſtricteſt rules of juſtice, for a 
magiſtrate, when he has heard the witneſſes, ſummed up 
the evidence, and found the priſoner guilty Is it not 
agreeable to the ſtricteſt rules of juſtice, to paſs ſentence 
upon ſuch a criminal? The queſtion can admit of no 
doubt. Yet it is equally certain, that this was the very 
caſe, with reference to the ſupreme Judge, and thoſe ſin - 
ners the Canaanĩites.— They practiſed the groſſeſt and 
moſt inhuman idolatries. They abandoned themſelves to 
the moſt horrid immoralities ; ſuch as violated nature 
confounded all order; and ſuch as it would be ſhocking 
even to mention, Now all theſe provoking crimes, 
were preſent to the view of Him, by whoſe inſpiration 
Noah ſpake. He ſaw them with the ſame circumſtantial 
exactneſs, as if they had been already perpetrated, —-Let 
us take theſe very important particulars into conſideration, 
the exc ſſive wickedneſs of thoſe n:tions, and the all-fore- 
ſeeing diſcernment of Jehovab, and then who will dare to 
inſiauate, That the everlaſting Sovereign acted unjullly, 
That he launched the lightenings of his indignation in an 
arbitrary manner, or upon an innocent. people. o 
will be ſo precipitate as to affirm, with my lord, That 
«& no other writer but a Jew could impute to the ccona- 
& my of divine providence the accom; liſhment of-ſuch a 
« prediction; nor make the ſupreme Being the exec utor 
& of ſuch a curſe +.” 

The former of theſe circumſtances will ſet in a proper 
light, what bis lordſhip calls, “the cruelties committed 
„by Joſhua in the conqueſt of the Canaanites.” It will 
make them appear to be acts of righteous vengeance; a 
much needed, and moſt deſirable extirpation of a peſtilent 
people; altogether as ſerviceable to the public, as it was 

lor - 
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formerly, to d:\troy the wolves from our iſland; or as it is, 
at preſent, to deliver over ſome flagitious malefactors to the 
the ſentence of the law. Vet the execution of this ven- 
geance was delayed year after year, century after century, 
The ſeed of Abraham, for ſeveral ages, were not permit- 
ted to enter upon the poſſeſhon of their deſtined inheri> 
tance ; becauſe © the iniquity of the Amorites,” which was 
the cauſe of their extermination, was not yet full 4. — 
Does it then, beſpeak the man of integrity, to repreſent 
thoſe proceedings of Joſhua, under the abhorred image 
of cruelties; which were acts of a juſtice, exem- 
plary, ſalutary, and greatly to be revered. Is it becom. 
ing an honeſt enquirer after truth, to ſuggeſt, without the 
leaſt ſhadow of proof, a ſelfiſh and malignant reaſon, for 
the deſtruction of the Canaanites; when a reaſon the moſt 
equitable in its nature, the molt beneheial in its conſe- 
quences, is expreſly and repeatedly aſſigned by the ſacred 
hiſtorian + ? This refer to your ladyſhip's deciſion. 
Who, I am ſure will not err on the unnharitable extreme. 
Yet, I believe, will find it difficult, with all your good 
nature, to acquit the author of theſe letters from the 
charge of diſingenuity. ; 


May I not add ?--This way of foretelling, yet reſpit- 
ing the puniſhment, is gracious both in itſelf, and in its 
eonſequences. — In itſelf ; becauſe, a reprieve is always 
reckoned an alleviation of the ſentence, even though it 
be not the forerunner of a pardon. In its conſequences : 
becauſe, it afforded large ſpace for recollection, and 


_ — — . 
„ — RS * — — — 
| 
* 
x] 
4 
15 


A® 


ſhould have awakened the offenders to a ſenſe of their 


guilt, It ſhould have incited them to uſe all poſſible di- 
ligence to avert the doom, both by a perfonal reformati- 
on, and by educating their families religioufly, Why did 
they not act as king Ahab ated *, and argue as the men 


of Nineveh argued ||; in a following age, but on a like 
occaſion ? 

1 Gen. xv. 16. Lev. xviii. 25. 

* 1 Kings xxi, 27, 29. | 


Deut. ws 5. 
j Jonah 111, 9s 
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occaſion ?—Inſtead of this ; inſtead of betaking themſelves 
to conlideration and prayer, to repentance and amend- 
ment, they ran to the — to greater exceſs of ungod - 
lineſs. | 


So that theſe people, being evidently inheritors of their 
father's ſinful nature, and obſtinately perſiſting in their 
father's ſinful ways, were moſt deſervedly partakers of his 
curſe. And though God is that uncontroulable Sovereign, 
* who giveth not,” is under no obligation to give, * ac* 
© count of any of his matters 4; * though he often has rea- 
ſons for his diſpenſations abſolutely unſearchable by any 
mortal ; yet here he is clearly vindicated even before 
men even before the ſinners themſelves. They them- 
ſelves mult confeſs the juſtice of their doom; and own, 
That © Das hath done righteouſly, but they have done 
* wickedly.” That God has ſhewed all long · ſuffering; 
and given full warning before the blow fell, Whereas 
they, notwithſtanding this forbearance and this admoni- 
tion, have continued incorrigible ; and without any other 
change, but that of becoming more conſummately vile. 

Agreeably to all this, and conformably to the moſt ac» 
knowledged rules of equity, it is declared by the ſacred 
hiſtorian, That the Amorites, the deſcendants of Canaan, 
ſuffered not, till they had filled up the meaſure of their i- 
niquities; their own, as well as their father's, — All 
which; I ſhould imagine, is ſufficient, not. only to juſtify 
the counſels, but to glorify the judgments, of the great 
Jehovah. Sufficient alſo to ſatisfy any inquirer, who is, 
(as my lord very handſomly expreſſes himſelf) “ candid, 
but not implied, willing io be informed, yet curious 
©« to examine,” | | 

My lord's curioſity to examine, ſhall I ſay? Or his 
reſolution to be diſſatisſied? proceeds (till farther, Ace- 


eordingly he adds; who does not ſee the curſe and the 
s puniſh- 


1 Job, xxxiji. 13. 
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« puniſhment, in this caſe, fell on Canaan and his poſte- 
« rity, excluſively of the reſt of the poſterity of Ham +? ” 
The particle /, fo frequently repeated in a ſingle 
ſomtence, can hardly be admired as an elegance of ſpecch 4. 
But taking no more notice of ſuch Jiule blemiſhes, I 


| hall conſider the weight, not the poliſh of his lord(hip*s 


arguments. As for this argument, I verily think, when 
laid in the balance of impartiality and candour, it will be 
found wanting. For, admitting the objection in its full 
ſcope, what follows? Why, that the righteous God par- 
doned ſome criminals, when he might juſtly punifh all. 
And if it ſhould have pleaſed the ſupreme judge, to repeal 
the ſentence, and remit the penalty, with regard to ſome 
offenders, who ſhall arraign his conduct? Who ſhall cen. 
ſore his providence? To exerciſe mercy is his great pre- 
rogative : an act not of debt, but of royal bounty, which 
he exerc.ſeth when, and to whom it ſeemeth good in his 
ſight: © I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy ||,” 
is his high and holy reſolve, 


I might therefore anſwer his lordſhip's 8 by 
aſkeing another. Which I might propoſe, in the plain but 


ſolemn words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. If theſe are 


© ſpared, while thoſe are puniſhed, what is that to thee ? 
ls thine eye evil, becauſe God is good? '——Bur I fhall 
rather reply to the objection, by denying the fact. The 
puniſhment was not conſined to Canaan and his poſterity, 


It reached the other genen of Ham; Miſraim him- 
ſelf, 


+ Page 110, 112. | 

1 This, and one or two preceding remarks of the ſame nature, are 
ſcarcely worth our notice. Nither ſhould I have mentioned them, 
had they not fell in my way; and were it not to put a Query upon 
the popular notion, That his lordſhip's ſtyle is ſo correct, elegant and 
noble, as to be a ſtandard for fine writing. It cannot, in my appre- 
henfion, juſtly claim this honour. If others think, differently, 1 
leave them to enjoy their opinion; and ſhall not (though it would be 
eaſy enouzh to multiply proofs) adda word more von the ſubject. 


} Rom, ix. 16, 
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ſelf, the father of the Egyptians (as will be ſhewn in a 
proper place) not excepted. Canaan, tis true, is pecu- 
larly mentioned. —Becauſe, he was (as from this very cir- 
cumſtance is extremely probable) an accomplice + with 
Ham, in the breach of filial duty. Becaule, this branch 
of the family was more than ordinarily corrupt, nay, be- 
yond meaſure vicious, Becauſe the Canaanites were, 
in the firſt place, and in the fulleſt manner, to ſeel the ef- 
feds of the curſe. And Moſes, being charged with a 
commiſſion to execute the vengeance on this people only, 
had no occaſion to concern himſelf with any other. Jult 
as the ſheriff of a county, demanding the body of a con- 
demned malefactor, produces the dead warrant for his ex- 
ecutionj; without intermeddling, or thinking himſelf un- 
der any neceſſity to intermeddle, with the other priſoners 
in the jayl.— This leads me to a new, and, if I judge right, 
by ſar the moſt important inquiry; namely, whether the 
curſe was executed, as well as pronounced. 

As I haſten to the proof of this particular, my lord em- 
baraſſes and retards me with a freſh obſtacle. He himſelf 
has thought proper to inform us, * why the poſterity of 
© Canaan was to be deemed an accurſed race.” But he 
lets the world know, “It is not fo eaſy to account, why 
&« the poſterity of the righteous Shem, that great example 
« of filial reverence, became ſlaves to another branch of 
ce the family of Ham, during more than four hundred 
% years ||.” I am by no means convinced, that the 
point propoſed enters into the merits of our cauſe. Should 

E e the 


+ This is rendered ſlill more credible, by that particularity of 
flyle, which the ſcripture uſes in ſpeaking of Him. * Ham the fa- 
* ther of Canaan,” Gen. ix. 18, 22, Why of Canaan fo eſpecially ? 


Had he not cther children, other icns ?---Several other. But this 


diſtinction ſeems to be a brand of infamy, ſet upon the offender ; and 
intimates, that he Who was father of Cin an by blood, was bis part- 
ner, was bis brother in iniquity, 


il Page 112. 
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the reaſons for this diſpenſation remain an impenetrabfe 
ſecret; yet if we clear up the propriety, and demonſtrate 
the equity of the curſe denounced ; we compaſs our main 
end, and confute the grand cenſure, However, as the 
queſtion is preſented, it ſhall be conſidered : And though 
his lorſhip ſhould aſfect to ſneer, I chuſe rather, in imi- 
tation of thoſe noble — whoſe dignity I would al- 
ſert, to be ſerious, 


Why were the Iſraelites ſojourners in Egypt ?——A 
reaſon occurs, that is worthy of a gracious God, and 
greatly for the public good, That they might carry thi- 
ther the knowledge of the everlaſting Jehovah, and of the 
promiſed Meſſiah ; of the only acceptable method of wor- 
ſip, and the only effectual way of ſalvation. As E- 
gypt was the parent of literature, and the fountain-head 
of ſcience : as men of letters and curioſity came from all 
parts of the world, to complete their ſtudies at Egypt: 
if theſe heavenly doctrines were received there, they would 
be more likely, ſome ſtreams of them at leaſt, to be tranſ. 
fuſed into all climes, and improve every nation, So that 
the people of the Lord, the only depoſitaries of divine 
philoſophy; were ſettled in the land of general reſort, 
with much the ſame wiſe aud beneficent views, as the a- 
bleſt profeſſors of learning are placed at our famous uni- 


- verlitics, 


But why were they ſlaves in Egypt ? This might be 
to try them, and to humble them; to ſhow them what 
was in their heart, and to purge out their droſs. We are 
taught in ſcripture, that the Almighty chaltens whom he 
loves; and ſcourges the men whom he receiveth to him- 
ſelf. Even the heathen claſſics, my lord's favourite au. 
thors, have frequently remarked ; That adverſity is a 
ſchool], in which both private perſons, and public ſocic- 


tics, have learned the moſt heroic virtues.-——Beſiges ; 


this might be intended to animate and inſpirit the Iſrael- 
ues for their invaſion of Canaan, They were in the ge- 
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neral, a ſupine and grovelling | ſet of people. Had they 
been ſettled in a (tate tolerably eaſy, or in territories that 
were but moderately commodious; they might never have 
aſpired after the land flowing with milk and honey; ne. 


ver have made any reſolute efforts to poſſeſs their deltin'd 


inheritance. But being driven by the laſh, and inſtigated 
by the goad of pungent galling ſlavery, they were even 
conſtrained to burſt the chains, and puſh their way to li- 
berty and Cmaan. Their inſupportable flavery, was 
ſomewhat like bending the bow, and [training the ſtring, 
in order to launch the arrow. Farther ; God Almigh- 
ty aſſures Abraham, that his ſeed, though enſlaved for a 
while, ſhould come out of their- bondage with great ſub- 
ſtance +; with the ſilver, the gold, the jewels, and the 
choiceſt treaſures of Fgypt. So that, when labouring for 
their taſk-maſters, they were in fact Jabouring for them- 
ſe ves. The wealth of the oppreſſors, was laid up for the 
oppreſſed. And the ſeaſon of their affliftion in the ene- 
mies country, was like the rigorous cold of winter ; which, 
far from obllructing, only makes preparation for the 
bloſſoms of ſpring, and the fruits of autumn. — Theſe 
conſiderations, might have ſolved the difficulty to his lord- 
ſhip, as a politician, 

Other reaſons are ſuggeſted by our divines; which, if 
my lord had though it worth his while to regard, might 
have given better ſatisfaction, and yielded more ediſica- 
tion, They would have reminded the right honourable 
Queriſt—— That ſuch a gloomy aſpect of the Jewiſh al- 
fairs, made way for the brighteſt manifeſtation of God's 


glorious attributes: of his power, in reſcuing them ſtom 


E e 2 their 


1 Let none imagine, that the wiſdim of God is impeached, by ſe- 
lecting to himſelf a people of this character. His clemency, bis for - 
bearance, and all thuſe benign perfections, which are ſo neceſfiry for 
the ſalvation of finners, are hereby Ciſplaye | with peculizr a vantage, 
2nd to our unſpeakable conſolation, 


+ Gn. xv. 14. 
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their tyrannical rulers : of his faith/ulnefs, in fulfilling 
his promiſe, made to their fathers : of his geadneſt, in ſup- 
porting and conducting them; keeping them, amidſt the molt 
formidable dangers, as the apple of an eye; and bearing 
them, even through the moſt inſupperable difficulties, as 
on eagle's wings ||. This alſo opened a moſt conſpicuous 
theatre, for that amazing train of miracles ; which have 
been, in all ages, as ſerviceable to the faith of Chriſtians, 
as they were formerly conducive to the welfare of the 
Jews. They would ſurther have informed his lordſhip, 
and have confirmed their opinion by apoſtolical authority, 
That the whole of this moſt wonderful tranſaction, was 
typical of ſpiritual things : was a ſeries of living leſſons; 
delivered, according to the eaſtern method of conveying 
knowledge, in figures and emblems. The Egyptian bon- 
dage was a reſemblance of our natural condition; which 
is a ſtate of the moſt abject ſlavery to fin, The arbi- 
trary and injurious impolitions of the taſk-maſters, ſhadow 
forth, though but fainily, the tyranny of unruly appetites, 
and imperious paſſions, That barbarous edit for the 
deſtruction of all the infant males, fitly enough repreſents 
the genuine tendency of carnal and corrupt affections 
which deſtroy our true comfort; ſubvert our nobleſt in- 
terelts ; are as death to the joys and to the hopes of our 
ſouls. 


See Deut. xxxii, 10, 11, 

1 The divine writer to the Hebrews, makes the land of Canaan 
typical of a better country, even of an heavenly.* Heb. xi. 16, 
xii, 22. According to the ſame author, the peaceful ſettlement of 
the Iſraelites in Canaan, ſuggeſted to their thoughts, and pointed out 
to their faith, that everlaſting re which remaineth for the people of 
God. Heb, iii. 4, 5, Kc. Since the terminus ad quem, (as the ſchool- 
men) is evicently myſtical and allegorical: may we not conclude, 
that the rerminus à 9 is myſtical and allegorical likewiſe ? Then it 
will foilow upon the cleareſt principles of analogy, that the interme- 
diate ſteps and advances are of the ſame nature; ſignificative of refin” 
ed and ſpiritual things, under earthly and ſenſible images. This, if 
1 miſtake not, is put beyond all doubt, 1 Cor. x. 1, 2. &c. 
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ſouls, Their deliverance from that miſerable ſtate was 
an expreſſive ſign of our redemption, from the guilt and 
the dominion of fin. Both which the Lord Jeſus ac- 
compliſhes: the one by price, the other by ponver, 
Not by ſlaying the ſirſt-born, but by ſh:dding his own 
blood : not by ſcftening rocks into a ſtream, but by ta- 
king away the heart of {tone : not by turning the current 
of Jordan backward, but by turning all our deſires into a 
new channel, The many troubles and oppoſitions they 
met with in the wilderneſs, exhibit a lively picture of the 


moleſtations that attend, and the temptations that aſſault, 


the Chriſtian, Trials await us. Snares are around us, 
Through many conflicts, and © much tribulations we muſt 
© enter into the kingdom of heaven.“ Only let us beware 
leſt, like the ungrateful Iſraelites, we forget the God of 
our {alvation, and * fall after the ſame example of unbe- 
lief. Ihe cloud that was ſpread over them by day 

to intercept the glare, and ſcreen them from the heat o 

the ſun : the fire that ſhone before them in the night, to 
chear the nocturnal darkneſs, and lead them through the 
trackleſs deſart : were not theſe very amiable and exact 
emblems of our Saviour's merits, and of his holy word ? 
The former of which, are refreſhing to the guilty conſci- 
ence, as the veil of a thick interpoling cloud is welcome 
to a traveller in ſultry climes. The latter, is a light to 
our feet, and a lanthern to our paths, to guide us in the 
way everlaſting. Their paſſage through Jordan, the 
prieſts that bare the ark of the covenant going beſore them, 
and ſtanding in the midſt of the river “, till all the con- 
gregation were paſſed over: this very emphatically pre- 
figured our great High Prieſt; bearing our lins ; fulfilling 
the law io our ſtead; aboliſhing death; and making it a 
ſafe, as well as thort tranſition to life eternal. 


You will excuſe me, Madam, for expatiating upon theſe 
a topics. 


See Joſhua iii, 13, 14. &c. 
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topics,” They are ſo inviting, ſo pleaſing, ſo comforta- 
ble, that I can hardly perſuade myſelf to leave them. 
If any other parts of the epiſtle, through a kind of unhap- 
Py neceſſity, almolt inſeparable from controverſy, ſhould 
reſemble the aſperity of the thorn ; this, I hope, will hear 
ſome affiniiy to the fragrance of the roſe, For which 
cauſe it is, that I chuſe only to touch, and but liphtly 
touch, the one; while I would open the other into a full 
expanſion, and a rich eſſuſion. Let me add, one more 
obſervation on this head, and I have done. It is appre- 
hended by very judicious perions, that the puniſhment of 
the Egyptians, and their total overthrow, may be a pre- 
ſage of the miſery and ruin; which will ſooner or later 
tall upon individuals and nations, that reject the lorious 
goſpel, and vilify its ſacred repoſitory THE BIBLE. 

If the reaſons I have offered, are neither tireſom, nor 
un- ſatisſactory to your Jadyſhip, I ſhall proceed the more 
chearſully to ſhew, That the curſe was executed, as well 
as pronounced, Had it been the ſenſeleſs extravagance 
of a man inroxicated with liquor; or the raſh imprecation 
of a man heated with reſentment ; or the deſigning inter- 
polation of ſome crafty ſtiteſman 3 would the holy, the 
gracious, the true God have ſet the broad ſeal of heaven 
to it? Would He, who over-rulcs all events, have ſuffer- 
ed it to ſucceed have commanded it to ſucceed —nay, 
have brought it himſelf to paſs, by a mighty hand, and 
ſtretched out arm ? Impoſſible to conceive !—If there- 
fore it was really brought to paſs ; and with a ſurpriſing 
punctuality z and not by any competency of human 
means, but by the moſt evident diſplay of divine power: 
this will be ſuch a proof of its credibility, its reaſonable- 
neſs, and equity, as no one, who thinks reverently of the 
Deity, can deny. 5 — 

Canaan was to be ſervant to Shem. ——This was ac- 
compliſhed, when the Iſraelites, the deſcendants of Shem, 


conquered the land of Canaan ; flew thirty of its kings F: 
an 


1 ] ck, 3:2, ly 24. 
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and took poſſeſſion of their cities. When the Gibeonites 
particularly, who compoſed one of their principal ſtates *, 
became *©* hewers of wood and drawers of water, to the 
* congregation ; or, in other words, the moit menial 
ſervants to the loweſt of the people. 


By what inſtruments was this extraordinary revolution 


wrought ? By one of tke fineſt armies of the eaſt or welt ? 


Marihalled by the braveſt officers, and headed by the moſt 
experienccd general ? No: but by a raw, undiſciplined, 
enſlaved people. Who were deſtitute of military ſkill; 
and without any perſonal qualihcations, or warlike ap- 
paratus for ſo difficult, ſo dangerous an enterprize. 


Through what obſtacles was it begun, carried on, and 
compleated ? In ſpite of the attempts of one potent 
monarch to detain them in ſervitude. In ſpite of the re- 
ſolution of ſeveral combined kings, to diſpute with them 
every inch of ground, to the laſt drop of their blood. — 
A deep river, and an arm of the ſea mult be croſſed, by 
ſix hundred thouſand men, with their wives, their chil- 
dren, their cattle; and without any veſſel to tranſport 
them, or any bridge to tranſmit thera, —They mult dwell 
ſorty years, ina deſolate, inhoſpitable, barren wilderneſs, 
Which was infeſted by ravenous beaſts, and fiery flying 
ſerpents. In which there was neither water; nor corn 
ror any fort of accommodation tor abode, or ſuſtenance 
for lite, | 

How were all theſe difficulties ſurmounted? Not by 
the arm of fleſh, This was utterly impracticable. Br 
by the molt aſtoniſhing interpoſition of Omnipotence. —-- 
The Egyptian tyrant is humbled, and brought to their 
terms, by the infliction of ten tremendous plagues.— The 
waters of the river are dried up, and the waves of the 
great deep are divided, ſo as to yield them a fafe unob- 


ſtructed paſſage. A ſtream puſhes even from the hard 
rock; and gives them drink, as it had been out of the 
s great 


® Joh, x, 2, T Joh. ix 27. 
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« great depths.'”——Prodigious quantities of Manna + de- 
ſcend with every morning dew ; and ſupply them, not 
from the garner, but from heaven, with their daily bread. 

—Vaſt flights of Quz!!s arrive with every ſetting ſun ; 
and drop, like a bird ſhot through the wing , in the 
* midlt of their habitations,'—The walls of an impregna- 
ble city fall to the ground, at the blaſt of rams-horns }. 
The fun ſtands ſtill in the midſt of heaven, at the voice of 
a man“. All the hoſts of the nations, with all their 
weapons of war, ate driven aſunder as the foam upon 
© the waters, and cut off as the tops of the ears of corn.” 

And is it probable ? Can it be poſſible ? That every e- 
very element, and all nature, ſhould not only concur ; 
but alter their eſtabliſhed courſe; depart from the fun- 
damental Jaws of their creation; onpurpoſe to ratify, 
what was bolted out by thepatriarch in a drunken re- 

ve 


+ We are nct to think, that the Manna took its name, from any 
reſemblance to the medicinal d ug, which, amang us, is ſo commonly 
known, and ſo frequently uſed. It is rather derived from the abrupt 
expreſſton of the Iſtaelites, on their firſt beholding this wonderful 
food. They cried out with amezement, NYT JD Man Hu ? What is 
this ? Which exclamation, denoting their own ſurprize, and the un- 
expected as well as unparalleled nature of the gift, became both a me- 
morial of the one, and a denomination of the other, 


This is deſcribed with the utmoſt vigour and beauty, in that ſu- 
blime piece of ſacred poetry, Plal. Ixxviii. 27, 28. He rained fleſh 


upon them as duſt, and winged (here lies a peculiar emphaſis, | 


© and thus ſhould the original be tranſlated, winzed) fowl like as the 
© ſand of the fea.” Yet, though they were furniſh:d with wings, 
and therefore might eatily eſcape, they neglected to make uſe of 
their natural powers, They fell round the 1ſraelitiſh tents, like the 
rain from heaven, which returneth not; and like the ſand of the 
ſhore, which cangot be numbered. 


This whole Pſalm is a menifeft proof of the obſervation which was 
made in a preceding paragraph That the b:ftorical and dofrinal paſ- 
ſages of ſcripture, are, like the deed and its counter-part, in their 
lubRznce exactly corteſponding, and, like the ſeveral liuks of the 
fame chain, in their connection abſolutely in{fparalie, 


1 Joch. vi. 1 Joſh, x. 12,13, 


FI 
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patriarch in a drunken revel, or ſoiſted into the text by 
ſome Hebrew Machiavilian ? 


Canaan was to be ſervant alſo to Japheth.——DParſuant 
to this prediction, did not the Greeks and Romans, who 
derive their lineage from Japheth, make themſelves maſ- 
ters of the reſidue of Canaan, Tyre, built by the Sidoni” 
ans, and Thebes | by Cadmus, were both deſtroyed by 
Alexander the Grecian, Carthage, founded by Dido, was, 
aſter a long ſucceſſion of loſſes, and a vaſt effuſion of 
blood, demoliſhed by Scipio the Roman. Which loſſes 
made Hannibal, a child of Canaan, cry out with a mixture 
of aſtoniſhment and deſpondency; Agneſco fortuna 
Carthaginis! i. e.“ I fee plainly the hand of Deſtiny 
© working; I ſee that oracular doom haſting to its accom. 
ce pliſhment; in theſe dreadful calamities ſuſtained by 
& Carthage | ! ” 

Ff If 


1“ Alexander laid ſiege to this city, took it by ſtorm, and entirely 
* deſtroyed it; ſlaying ninety thouſand of the inhabitants and ſelling 
te the reft, to the number of thirty thouſand more, into ſlavery.“ 
Prideaux's Connect. Vol. I. Page. 479. 

+ Vid. Liv, lib. xxvii. ad finem.---A writer of the firſt repute, 
for elegant taſte, and penetrating judgment, thinks it more than pro- 
bable, that Hannibal, in this diſpirited and hopeleſs acknowledgment, 
refers to the prophecy under conſideration, Which will juſtify my 
free, though I hope, not erroneous tranſiation of the paſſage.· What 
the ſame author adds, is ſo very ingenious, and ſo appoſite to my pur- 
poſe, that I will beg leave to tranſcribe it. 

«© That the Romans were no firangers to the ſame divine oracle, 
appears from Virgil.“ 

Progenium ſedenim Trejano a ſanguine duci 

Audierat, Tyrias olim gue werteret Arces, 

Hinc Pepulum late Regem, Regem, Bellogue ſuperbum, 
Venturum Excidio Iybiæ. Sic volvere Parcas. 


«© In tranſlating which, if we only name the anceſcors, inflead of 
ce the deſcendants, the original prophecy glares upon us.“ 
From Japbetb's loins deriv'd, a race ſe knew 
Deſign'd the flrengtb of Canaan to ſubdue : 
Wide ſpread their empire, deſtin'd to ſucceed, 
And waſte the ſons of Ham ; So Fate decreed |! 


See Mr, Ridley's Sermons at Lady Mayer's Lecture. Page 252. 
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If theſe ſacts are true, which have the unanimous con- 
ſent of hiſtorians for their ſupport, what can we ſay of his 
lordſhip's aſſertion; “that Canaan was ſervant to Shem, 
e though not to Japheth |?” This, I am apprehenſive, 
will be found as falſe, as the followiag objection is weak. 
In which he urges; That Canaan was ſervant to one of 
« his uncles, not to his brethren .“ Such a cavil (for 
certainly it deſerves no better name) diſcovers an utter ig- 
norance of the Hebrew phraſeology ; or elle a ſtrange in- 
attention to it; i would not ſay, an egregious miſrepre- 
ſentation of it. I thought every one had known, till lord 
Bolingbroke undeceiv:d me, That nothing is more com- 
mon in the oriental idiom, than to expreſs any relatives of 
the male line, by the denomination of brethren g. 


I hope your ladyſhip will not think this, or any of my 


other remarks, indecently free. In the preſence of the 


moſt High God, all men are upon a jevel. When the ho- 
nour of his divine word, or glorious attributes is concern- 


ed, 


t The words at large are, “ Canasn became ſervant of ſervants to 
« Shem, though not to Japheth, when the Iſraelites conquered Pa- 
4 leſtine.“ Page 111,---I muſt beg leave to enquire, why the laſt 
clauſe is added? Is it to prove, that, when the Iſraelites ſubdued the 
Canaanites, the deſcendants of Ham were not, by this victory, made 
ſervants to Japheth's offspring? If ſo, my Lord encounters a phan- 
tom of his own raiſing ; and confutes, what no man aſlerts.---Is it to 
inſinuate, that becauſe the race of Canaan were not at this time, 
made vaſſels to the poſterity of Japheth, therefore they never were; 
and, of conſequence, the proph: cy was eluded ? This ſeems to be the 
deſi zn of the {cntence, Abfiratted from this defign, I ſee not what 
end it can anſwer, Bat this is to draw, from premiſes that are true, 
a concluſion that is falſe, And is juſt as good logic, as the Liber- 
tine's argument is ſound divinity ; “ Vengeance is not yet, there” 
fore it never will be, executed.“ See 2 Pct. iii. 4. 

|| Page 11. 

+ See Gen. xiii, 9. Where Abraham and Lot, though uncle and 
r ephew, are called brethren,-»- Gen, xxiv. 48. Where Bethuel, a- 
nother of Abraham's nephews, is Aylcd his bratker,--»-Gene xvi. 12. 
XIV. 27. 
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ed, we are to know no man after the fleſh *;* pay na 
deferential regard to the diſtinctions of birth, or elevations 
of character. In theſe lilts the privileges of peerage ceaſe, 
And I ſhould reckon myſelf the moſt abject of creatures, 
if, through reſpect of perſons, I could palliate or ſecrete 
the truth, when the ever-venerable oracles of infpirat'o1 
are treated with contempt, A violation of decency this ! 
by whatever hund it is offered, or from whateverquarter it 
comes, incomparably more fligrant than ſcandalum mag. 
natum, 

Pardon, Madam, this digreſſion, and permit me farther 
to obſerve That the progeny of Ham in ano- 
ther line, are to this very day, the ſlaves of the 
whole trading world. The Negroes I mean: whoſe de- 
ſcent is from that unhappy man. And what is their coun- 
try, but the market of ſlavery! Are not their perſons. 
bought + and ſold, as the meanelt coninodities? Are they 
not debaſed to the molt ſordid, and harraſſed with the moſt 
toilſome drudgery ? made, in the {lcidly literal ſenſe of 
the phraſe, /ervants of ſervants ? | 

I have not forgotten what I promiſed to make appear, 
with relation to the Egyptians ; neither fha!l 1 overlook 
what his lordſhip has remonltrated, from the fame quarter. 
« The deſcendants of Mitſraim,” he ſays, © another of 
the ſons of Ham, were the Egyptians: and they were 
& ſo far from being ſervants of ſervants to their couſins 


4 the Shemites, that theſe were ſervants of ſervants to 


e them . For a ſeaſon, they were. But this ſervi- 
tude was calculated for the good of their community, and 
redounded to the glory of their God. It terminated in 
ſuch a ſignal deliverance, as brought honour and opulence 
to themſelves, confuſion and ruin to their enemies, Does 
it then follow, from this temporary {uperiority of the E- 
F f 2 | ovptians, 
2 Cor. v. 16. 
t No leſs than thirty thouſand, I have been informed, are every 
year, bought for ſlaves by the Engliſh only, 
1 Page 112, 


— 
- 
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gyptians, which ended in ſo diſaſtrous a manner, that 
they were excepted in the denunciation of the curſe, or 
favoured with an act of Indemnity ? 

What ſays the ſupreme Arbitrator ? © The nation whom 
© they ſerve, will I judge : I myſelf will puniſh ; not 
by any human inſtruments, but by my own immediate 
hand. Accordingly, they were viſited with the moſt 


dreadful and deſtructive plagues, In the laſt of which, 


the firſt-born, the flower of their kingdom, were cut off; 
and at length, their king, and his whole army, periſhed 
in the Red Sea, Does my lord make no account of theſe 
moſt terrible and unexampled judgments ? 

Beſides ; what was the condition of this people in the 
following ages? If we conſult Ezekiel, He will declare 
it, as clearly by the ſpirit of prophecy t, as if he had liv- 
ed on the ſpot, and ſeen the face of affairs. © And it came 
© to pals in the eleventh year, in the firſt month, in the 
« ſeventh day of the month, that the word of the Lord 


« came unto me, ſaying ; Son of man, I have broken the 
« arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt ; and lo, it ſhall not be 


bound up to be healed, to put a roller to bind it, to make 
it ſtrong to hold the ſword. I will ſcarter the E- 
« pyptians among the nations, and will diſperſe them 
th rough the countries. Egypt ſhall be the baſeſt of 
« kingdoms, neither ſhall it exalt itſelf any more among 
the nations. And there ſhall be no more a prince of 
the land of Egypt.“ Is not all this cofirmed by ancient 
hiſtory, and by the preſent ſtate of Africa? From the one 


we learn, That the Egyptians were ſubject, firſt to the 


Perſians ; next to the Grecians ; then to the Romans; 
afterwards to the Arabs, And from the other it appears, 
That they now wear the Turkiſh yoke : are governed, 
not by a prince of their own, but by the Grand Seignior 
and his Baſhaws, 


Nay ; let any perſon look round upon all the countries, 
: peopled 


+ Ger xv, 14. 7 Ezek. XXX, 223 21, 27+ xxix. 17. XXI. I3. 
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peopled by the progeny of Ham; and I am much miſta. 
ken, if he does not find them, what the pſalmiſt deſcribes, 
* Dark places of the earth, and full of the habitations of 
« cruelty g: the dens of rapine, and the dungeons of ig- 
norance: where ſlavery drags the chain, and tyranny 
lifts the ſcourge. ——Inſomuch, that we need not ſcruple 
to ſay, in the emphatical words of Joſhua; Not one 
thing has failed of all the good,” or the evil * things, 
© which the Lord ſpoke by the mouth of Noah, concern- 
© ing each of his ſons reſpectively. All are come to paſs, 
not one thing has failed “.' 

This calls upon me to clear up another part of the pre- 
diction. The bleſſing pronounced upon Shem, and the 
enlargement promiſed to Japheth, Which will afford a 
new argument, to maintain the authentieity of the paſſage, 
and aſſert its divine inſpiration. 

I ſaid the bleſſing pronounced upon. Becauſe, I would 
not tranſlate the words, * Bleſſed be the Lord God of 
« Shem ;* but, Bleſſed of the Lord God is Sem.“ This 
will put a ſtriking contraſt, between the doom of their reli- 
gious ſcoffer, and the reward of filial piety : this is what 
we naturally expect from a God, who is not unrighteous 
to ſorget his people, and their labours of love: this ſenſe 
the original language will very commodiouſly ||, and the 
event ſeems to require. For, how manifeſtly, how emi- 
nently, was this benedictive ſentence fulfilled ! Since, in 
the poſterity of Shem, the church of God was eſtabliſhed, 
and his true worſhip propagated. From Him, the Re- 
deemer of mankind, that bleſſing of bleſlings, according to 
the fleſh ſprung. 

The great enlargement of Japheth's territories, is no 


leſs certain, and no leſs remarkable. He had, for his roſ- 
| ſeſſion, 

+ Pſalm Ixxiv. 20. “ Toth, xxiii. 14. 
Gen. ix, 26. UW WORM? . -Words of the very ſame 
import, in the very ſame conſtruction, are thus rendere.! by our tranſ- 
lators. Deut. xxxiii. 13. and will hardly admit of any other inter- 
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ſeſſion, the iſles of the ſea weſtward, and the fine exten. 
{ive countries near them; Spain, Italy, Greece, Aſia the 
Leſs, all Europe, and the vaſt regions towards the north; 
which antiently the Scythians, now the Tartars inhabit ; 
from whom the Americans, the people of the new world, 
leem to be derived. By Japheth's © dwelling in the tents 
of Shem,” is meant the converſion of the European Gen- 
tiles, to the goſpel of Chriſt, Who, through a long pro- 
greſſion of years, were aliens from the common wealth 
of Iſrael; ſtrangers to the covenants of promiſe; having 
no hope of eternal life,; and without any faving knows 
edge of God in the world .“ But were, in due time, 
perſuaded to embrace tie true faith; were made (as the 
Apoſtle elegantly ſpeaks, and in a ſtrain perfectly correſ. 
ponding with the language of our prophecy) “ fellow-citi- 
* zens with the ſaints, and of the houſhold of God 4. 
An event altogether as undeniable, as it is important, de- 
lightful and glorious. 


Upon th: whole; I cannot but think that his lordſhip * 


has planted his battery, and played bis artillery, if not like 
an un{&liful, at leaſt like an unſucceſsful engineer. He 
has planted his battery againſt a place, too well fortified 
to admit of any impreſſion, and that mult infallibly tri- 
umph over every aſſault. He has ſo played his ertillery, 
that it recoils upon himſelf, and cruſhes his own deſign. — 
And this, I apprehend, will always be the iſſue, when 
men even of the fineſt genius and molt improved capaci- 
ties, preſume to attack the Scriptures of eternal truth. 
This very paſſage, inſtead of depreciating, unſpeakably 
ennobles, the divine writings. It ſhews, that they bear 
the ſtamp of that all-over-raling Power, which purpoſes» 
and none ſhall diſanul it —of that all-comprehending knows 
ledge, which diſcerns events, long, long, before they come 
into exiſtence. And let any unprejudiced reader judge, 
what degree of eſteem thoſe books may fairly challenge; 
whoſe leaſt conſiderable, or, in his lordſhip's opinion, mo.t 
obaox!1- 


I Eph, ii. 12. 1 Eph. ii. 19. 
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obnoxious parts, have ſuch a depth and ſuch a dignity of 
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wiſdom ! Such as will be admired and revered, ſo long as 
hiſtoric truth has any credit, or commercial intelligence 
any being. 

Shall I treſpaſs upon your ladyſhip's patience, a little 
farther ? The penmen of the Old Teſtament, carry all 
the marks of the molt difintereſted and undeſigning ſincerity. 
They record the failings of their favourite and molt illuſ- 
trious heroes without concealing the puniſhment, inflicted 
on ſuch miſcarriages. — The uniform tendency of their nat- 
ratives and obſervations is, to promote a religion the moſt 
pure the molt benevolent, the moſt elevated imaginable; as 
remote from all ſelfiſh aims, and every low art of colluſion, 
as the heavens are higher than the earth. — They were 
men fingularly qualified for their work, being either eye- 
witneſſes of the facts, they relate; or elſe cotemporaries 
with the perſons, they deſcribe; or ſtill more remarkably 
diſtinguiſhed, by their ability to work miracles, and their 
inſight into futurity,—As to the facts related, ſome of 
them had anniverſary ſolemnities, on which they were 
commemorated : ſome of them had ſignificant ceremonies, 9 
by which they were repreſented. They were publickly 
read in the ſynagagues, and univerſally known through 
the nation. It was a duty of religion to talk of them by 
day, to meditate on them by night, and diligently to in- 
ſtruct the children in them. And were not theſe circum- 
ſtances a ſecurity, an invioable ſecurity againſt any at- 
tempt to corrupt, to innovate, or alter? — 80 that their 
writings appear with every character, both internal and 
external, of genuine truth; and with the moſt unqueſti- 
onable credentials, from the God of power, and God of 


wiſcom#*. Conſequently, they have a credibility of their 
| own : 


Another very extraordinary peculizrity in theſe writings ; and, to 
me at leaft, an undoubted proof, that their authors were divinely in- 
ſp'red ; is, their perfect agreement, and entire conſiſtency throughout. 
Tirough they were cempoſed by different men; placed in very deffe- 
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own : ſufficient both to claim, and to ſupport, the faith 
of an antient Jew. Such as muſt command the aſſent of 
every rational and honeſt inquirer, even before the chriſ- 
tian diſpenſation took place. 


If my lord had duly adverted to theſe conſiderations ; 
ſurely, he would have expunged that bold and raſh aſſer- 
tion “ without Chriſtianity, we have no obligation to be- 
« lieve the Old Teſtament $.”—— Surely he would never 
have left behind him, that unwarrantable and injurious 
inſinuation, That the Hebrew orignal deſerves no better 
credit,than the fabulous ſtory of the Septuagint tranſlation}. 


« of no rule to go by r, (in ſettling the degree of aſſent, 
due to the ſeveral parts of the Old Teſtament) but the fan- 
ciful diſtinction, which has already been examined. He 
would rather have found reaſon to adopt and ſubſcribe A- 
gur's confeſſion of faith, A man, who was famous in his 
own, who will be famous in every generation; and for 
this, among other moſt Judicious maxims; *EVERY 
« word of God is pure 5.“ *Tis all gold, fine gold, with- 
out any the leaſt alloy, 

For 'my own part, I freely acknowledge to your Jady- 
ſhip, that I value the ſacred hiſtory (even excluſive of its 
connection with the tranſcendent glories of Chriſt, and 
the unſpeakable benefits of redemption) on the very 
ſame principles, which incline our connoſſieurs to value 
thoſe celebrated antiques, they call medals ſingular, Be- 
cauſe, it is ſuppoſed there is but one of the ſort extant. — 
Conſidering the private intereſts, and perſonal attach- 
ments, which are ſo apt to biaſs the human mind; conſi- 

5 dering 


rent ſtations of life; and flouriſhing iu very diſtant ages of the world: 
yet they areas conſonant and harmonious. as if they had all heen pen- 
ned by the ſame hand. § Page 94. 

t The ſlory is told, page 86. The inſinuation i is made in a prolix, 
confuſed, and obſcure paragraph, page 87. 


I Page 100, S Prey, xxx. 5, 


Nor have found any reaſon to ** proteſt, that he knew 
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dering the imperfe& information, and ipnorance of cauſes, 
to which. all other writers are unavoidably ſubjea; x 
cannot but conclude, that the ſacred hiſtory is, in point 
of ſtrict, preciſe, univerſal veracity, ſingular, there is 
none other beſides this, no not one in the whole world 
that is free from all the falſe colourings of prejudice, 
clouded with no mixture of uncertainty; mot minutely 
true; and to be depended on, in every particular, The 
ſacred hiſtory, is not only ſeated on the throne of truth; 
but, in theſe reſpects, poſſeſſes it without a rival. 

Lord Bolingbroke is fond of Davila t: becauſe, Davila 
diſcovers the hidden ſprings of action, and traces up al- 
moſt every enterprize to it's ſource *, Is this ſo valuable 
a qualification in the Italian ? How then ſhould we admires 
the inſpired hiltorians? Who diſcloſe to us, not the ſecret 
meaſures of a court, but the unſearchable counſels of 
heaven : not the little motives, that actuate the politician, 
but the deep deligns of the univerſal Sovereign: and all 
this, not from precarious ſurmiſe, but with the fulleſt 
aſſurance. An excellency ! to whicl: no other narrative on 
earth, can lay any claim 


The ſcriptures throw light upon the moſt memorable = 
tranſactions, that have paſſed in the heathen world, and 
are recorded by the cih authors,— When the 
Allyrian Monarch ſubdues tingdons, and ravages nations; 
we are apt to think, he is only gratifying his inſatiable am- 
bition. But the ſcriptures aſſures us, that he was the 
ſtaff in Jehovah's hand, and the rod of his indignation .“ 
An inſtrument, made uſe of by the King of kings, to exe- 
cute his righteous vengeance. — When Cyrus is ha- 
bituated te all the noble exerciſes, educatcd in all the fine 

G 8g accom- 


t He wrote a hiſtory of the civil wars of France, in fifteen books , 
containing all that was remarkab'e, om the death of Henry II. in 
x559, to the peace uf Vervins in 1598. 


® Page 167. 1 141i. z. 5. 
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accompliſhments, that form the gallant prince, and con- 
ſtitute the complete general; Xenophon ſees nothing more, 
than the exertion. of human policy. But Iſaiah beholds 
the all ſupper-intending arm of the Lord, girding a this 
hero and preparing him for the deliverance of his people. 
So that the ſcripture-hiſtory is itſelf the grandeſt and 
molt uſeful; while its inter-current obſervations, are a key 


to open the molt celebrated affairs, which give weight and 
eltimation to other annals, 


The grandeſt, and moſt uſeful. This will appear to 
be more than a bare aſſertion, if we recollect; that here 
is a diſplay of that great Meſſiah, who is the hope of Iſrael, # 
and the delice of all nations. c A diſplay of him, in his 
myſterious incarnation z-.. his wonderful perſon; and all 
the gracious, the benign majefty of his mediatorial offices, 
From the original promiſe, (made to our firſt parents) 
through all its progreſſive evolutions ; till he ariſes in the 
New Teſtament, * as the only begotten of the Father ;' 4 
with a luſtre and dignity, ſuitable to ſo divine a perſonage. 
—-— Which is an event, of ſuch incomparable condeſcen- 
tion, magnificence, and grace, that all the prophets bear 


witneſs to it, e and the very angels deſire to look into it. F 


How then muſt your ladyſhip be ſurpriſed, to ſee lord 
Bolingbroke undertaking to aſſign the principal ſcope of the 
Moſaic hiſtory, g (the ſormer part of it at leaſt,) and not 
enlarging, not dwelling upon, no, nor ſo much as men. 
tioning. the Redeemer. That all-glorious, all-important 
Redeemer, who is the ſum and ſubſtance of the whole ſcrip- 


tures: the Alpha and Omega in all the revelations of God. 


of whom Moſes wrote 4 and whoſe day Abraham 
ſaw. i—Whoſe righteouſneſs was preached by Noah, & and 
his final advent ſoretold by Enoch, / Whoſe merits 


appre- 


4 Ifai, xlv. 5. b Afts xxviii. 20. c Hag. ii. 7. 
John i. 14. Acts x. 43. 1 Pet. i. 12. g Pag. 109. 


3 John Ys 46. 1 John viii. 56. 42 Pet. ii. 5. Jade Aiv⸗ | 
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apprehended by faith, were the recommendation of Abel's 
ſacrifice; a and the conſolation of Adam, b under the loſs 
of immortality and expulſion from paradiſe, From 
whom many, it not all, the Ante - deluvian patriarchs, bor. 
row their honours; and ſtand upon everlaſting record, 


id Chiefly as being in the number of his progenitors. 
key This captial omiſſion is (to uſe his lordſhip's own language) 
and eta manifeſt abuſe of ſacred hiſtory, and quite inexcuſable 
“% in a writer, who knew, or ſhould have known,” e 
to that in its moſt early as well as in its latter periods, it in- 
ere variably teſtifies of Chriſt, 4 
= Thus to undertake and thus to execute, is as if ſome pre- 
his tender to Antomy, ſhould engage to explain the nature of 
all animal motion; and ſay not a word, concerning the nerves, 
CS, the muſcles, the heart. Or, as if ſome ſmatterer in Geo- 
ts) graphy, ſhould offer to exhibit a complete map of our coun- 
he try; and leave intirely out of his plan, the cities, the towns, 
4 and the rivers. Yet, this is not the only incident. on 
ze. which my lord however critical in profane literature, diſ- 
n- covers himſelf to have been very remiſs in the ſtudy, at leaſt 
ar yery ſuperficial in the knowledge, of his Bible. 
*f From which hint 1 would take occaſion to entreat, and 
rd with the molt affectionate earneſtneſs, all that are inclined 
he to diſpute againſt this divine book, firſt to make themſelves 


ot thoroughly acquainted with it. And would they once 
n. ſet about the momentous, work, with a candid, upright, 
nt and impartial mind: free from the jaundice of prejudices ; 
p- not blinded with the fumes of ſelf-conceit z nor intoxicat · 
d. ed with the cup of vicious pleaſure; if they would thus exa. 
m mine the inſpired volumes, they would then perceive ſuch 
id 


x lovely conſtellation of truth, of wiſdom, and of grace ſhin- 
ts ing forth from every page; as mult turn their diſelleem 


e- into admiration, and their averſion into delight. 
But if they bring with them a fondneſs for fame; a haugh- 


G g 2 1 
# Heb. zi. 44 5 Gen, iii, 15. „Pag. 178, d John v. 39. 
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ty ſelf-ſufficiency of ſpirit; or an ignoble attachment to 
ſenſual gratifications: if they are determined to cheriſh, 
and will on no conſideration divorce, theſe ſeducers of the 
heart, and perverters of the judgement: we cannot von- 


der, that the ſcriptures ſhould appear to them, with much 


the ſame aſpect, as the miraculous cloud appeared to the 
Egyptians. Which threw darkneſs on their paths, and 
ſhed horror on their fouls; even while it gave light to the 
ſteps, and alacrity to the hopes, of the Iſraelites. e In 


this cafe, we may aſſign a reaſon for their oppolition, from 6 


the unhappy circumſtances recorded of Iſhmael: / their 
hand, their tongue, their pen, is againſt the word of God; 
becauſe the word of God is againſt them, their tempers 
and their ways. | 

In the ſacred narrations, we behold .* the arm of the 
Lord revealed. — Other hiſtorians, only gueſs at the 
interpoſition, of an avenging, or propitiovs God. And, 
though conjectures of this kind, occur but very rarely, in 
their works; they are frequently cenſured as a preſumptuous 
intruſion upon the arcana of heaven. But the pen-men 


-of ſcripture with unerring certainty declare; this is the 


Lord's doing; a ſtroke from the ſword of his juſtice, g or 
a reward from the riches of his goodneſs. / 


Here we perceive, as in the brighteſt mirrour, what 
practices he favours and what method he oppoſes; what 
courſes are attended with his bleſſing, and what behaviour 
provokes his diſpleaſure. —Theſe records ſet before us the 
the moſt ſtriking exemplifications, both of the divine threat- 
r.ings, and of the divine promiſes; demonſtrating, from 
repeated experience, that the former, are more than vain 
menaces; the latter, are far from alluring fallacies, 
By which means, they are admirably well adapted, to incul - 

| Cate 


et Exod xiv. 20. Sen. xvi, 12. g See 2 Cron. x. 15 
xv. 6. XXV. 20. xxviii. 5, G.---xxix. 8. 9. 

b Sre 2 Cron. Xii. 7.- xiii, 15, 16, 18. xiv, 6, 12.— XXVII. 5. 
11. 6. : 


Ld. BOLINGBROKE's LETTERS. 233 . 


cate thoſe fundamental leſſons of practical religion—a con- 
tinual advertance to God—a believing dependence on God 
—and an habitual expectation of ſucceſs in our ſchemes, 
not merely ſrom any addreſs or induſtry of our own, but 
from the all-powerful benediction of God, Which ares 
of all other precepts, perhaps the molt ſalutary and bene+ 
ficial to mankind, | 
My remarks would be immoderately prolix, were they to 
enumerate all the perfections of ſacred hiſtory. I ſhall con- 
tent myſelf with wiſhing, that your ladyſhip may eſteem, 
may reverence, may love the whole book of God. only 
in proportion to its worth. Then, I am perſuaded, it will 


have your higheſt eſteem, your proſoundeſt reverence, and 


moſt devoted love, 

Before I conclude, give me leave, madam, to make one 
requeſt, Which I make, under a ſenſe of my various 
obligations to your ladyſhip ; with all the engaging acts of 
your condeſcention and generoſity, full in my view. It 
ought therefore to be, and it really is, expreſſive of the 
molt unfeigned thankſulneſs for your favours, and of the 

trueſt zeal for your happineſs, It is this That you would 
carry on a daily intercourſe, and cultivate a holy, an in- 
timate familiarity, with the inſpired writers, and their 
ineſtimable volumes. Read them, Recollect them. 
Weigh them. — Contemplate them, in their magnificient 
whole; in their beautiful parts ; and their harmonious 
connections. | 


I ſhould he afraid to recommend, . in this zealous man. 
ner, and to this aſſiduous peruſal, the moſt correct com- 
poſitions that ever proceeded from a human pen. But here, 
I am under no apprehenſion, of your exhauſting the mine, 
and complaining of emptineſs : under no apprehenſion, leſt 
the entertainment ſhould flatten upon your taſte, and creatq 
diſpuſt, The more we ſearch thoſe ſtore · houſes of wiſ- 
dom; the better we underſtand thoſe. oracles of truth; 
the more they will approve themſelyes to our judgement, 

| . and 
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and become dearer, ſtill dearer, to our aſſections 
The pages of ſcripture, like the productions of nature, 
will not only endure the teſt, but improve upon the trial, 
The application of the microſcope to the one, and a re- 
peated meditation on the other, are ſore to diſplay new 
beauties, and preſent us with higher attractives, —— Nay, 
the very attempts of an adverſary to blacken the ſcriptures, 
ſerve only to encreaſe their luſtre. For my part, I never 
" ſhould have ſeen the prediction of Noah, riſing, with ſuch 
perſpicuity, propriety and glory, to obſervation ; had not 
lord Bolingbroke made an effort, to overwhelm it with ob- 
jections and fink à it into diſcredit. 


Above all, may we bring to this beſt of Qudies, an bum» 
ble mind. A mind, deeply ſenſible of its own ignorance 
und weakneſs; yet frequently and chearfully lifted up to 


God, tor his enlightening and animating Spirit. That, 


by his bleſſed influences, our underſtandings, may be op- 
ened to underſtand the ſcriptures, b and our hearts opened. 


to receive them: c to underſtand them, in all the fuloeſs. 
of their heavenly meaning; to receive them, in all the 


force of their transforming power, — That, reading 
the threatnings, we may tremble d at the awful word; and 
acknowledge ourſelves juſtly liable to thoſe terrible judg- 
ments, But at the ſame time believe, that © Chriſt has de- 
delivered us from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe 
fore us. That, reading the promiſes, we may 


confeſs ourſelves unworthy of an intereſt, in ſuch unſpeak - 


able bleſſings. Yet reſt aſſured, that all the promiſes of 


God ure yea and Amen in Chriſt Jeſus: / are our unqueſ- 


tionable through his merits and atonement ; and 
will 


# An allufion to the motto, in the title Page, 
Merſas profunds, pulchrior evenit, 
and expreflive of its meaning, 
$ Luke xxiv. 45. c Acts xvi, 14.—— 
od See Ezra x. 31 Chron, xmiy, 27, „Gul. iii. 23. 
72 Car, i, 20. 
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will certainly be fulfilled, through his interceſſion and 
faithfulneſs. ----- —Reading the precepts, let us rejoyce in 
the belief, that our Saviour, obedient unto death, has ſul - 
filled them perfectly for our juſtification : that our Sayiour, 
exalted unto heaven, has engaged to put his Spirit within 
us for our ſanctificationz * cavſing us to walk in his ſtatutes, 
and to keep his judgments, and do them.'o——Coments 


plating the various examples, may we uſe ſome of them, 


as admonitory ſea-marks, to avoid the rocks of fin: uſe 
others, as a condaQting clue, to guid our feet into the way 
of peace: uſe all, as ſo many incitements to awaken our 
circumſpection, or quicken our diligence, in m— our 
calling and election ſure,” 


Then, we ſhall have another proof, that the original of 
theſe holy books, is not from man, but from the Lord Je. 
hovah, A proof, which ſome people may explode as imagi- 
nary or enthuſiaſtical: but is really of the utmoſt ſolidity, 
and of the {aſt importance. Which, though by no means 
independent on, much leſs excluſive of, other evidences ; 
is, nevertheleſs, to each individual perſon, incomparably 
more valuble, than any, or every other atteftation, We 
ſhall Have The WiTxEsS IN OURSELVEs, þ We 
ſhall experience, on our own ſouls, the happy energy of 
the ſcriptures. They will be the inſtrument of working, 
ſuch a lively Faith in Chriſt; ſuch an ardent love of God; 
ſuch a cordial benevolence for our fellow-creatures; as can» 
not fail to exalt our deſires, refine out affections, and dig- 


nify, our tempers. Such as will adminiſter comfort 


under affliction, and impart an additional reliſh to proſpe- 
rity. Sich as will teach us to order out converſation 
right, amidſt all the ſnares, all the labyrinths of time; 
and gradually train us up, for the pure bliſs, and conſum- 


mate enj oyments of eternity. 5 
May 


4 Ze: k. ur vi. 37. & I John v. 18. 
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May this proof, Madam, be written on your heart—writ. 
ten in bright and indelible charaQters—written by the fing- 
er of the living God !—Then I am aſſured, every attempt 
to ſtagger your belief, or withdraw your veneration from 
THE BIBLE; will be like an attempt, to ſhatter the rock 
in pieces with a bubble, or to pierce the adamant with a 
feather. —This is not only the ſincere wiſh; but, ſo long 
as religion and gratitude have any place in my breaſt, it 
will alſo be the earneſt prayer of 
Your Lapyshnie's 
much obliged, 
and moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 


JAMES HERVEY, 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Have taken no notice of his lordſhip's Animadverſions, 
I relating to the genuineneſs of the goſpel-hiſtory, - Be- 
eauſe, this would be entering upon a new field; which I leave 
open and untouched, for ſome more able defender of that 
invaluable depoſitum, — Not that I apprehend, there is any 
thing very formidable in the attack. But I think it would 
be ſerviceable, as I am perſuaded it is eaſy, to ſhew the 
weakneſs and unreaſonableneſs of thoſe arguments; which 
men of ſuperior abilities are obliged to take np with, when 
they liſt themſelves under the banner of ſcepticiſm or inſide- 
lity. It would alſo be a piece of public juſtice, to enquire 
into the ſincerity, probity, and conſiſtency of thoſe writ- 
ters; who, in ſome places lay a mighty ſtreſs upon the 
authority of the New Teſtament; (page 94.) in others, en- 
davour to ſap the very foundation of its credibility; (page 
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